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To 


QO" author of my being !—far more dear 

To me than light, than nourifhment, or reft, 
Hygieia’s bleflings, Rapture’s burning tear, 

Or the life blood that mantles in my breaft ! 


If'in my heart the love of Virtue glows, 
’T was planted there by an unerring rule ; 
From thy example the pure flame arofe, 
‘Thy life, my precept—thy good works, my {chool. 


Could my weak pow’rs thy num’rous virtues trace, 
By filial love each fear fhould be reprefs’d ; 

The blufh of Incapacity I’d chace, 
And ftand, recorder of thy worth, confefs’d : 


But fince my niggard ftars that gift refufe, 
Concealment is the only boon I claim ; 

Obfeure be ftill th’ unfuccefsful Mufe, 
Who canaot raife, but would not fink, your fame, 


Oh } 


















| ee 
Oh! of my life at once the fource and joy ! 
If e’er thy eyes thefe feeble lines furvey, 
Let not their folly their intent deftroy ; 
Accept the tribute—but forget the lay. 
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OF T HE 


{1 ONTHLY ‘and CRITICAL 
REVIEWS. 


GENTLEMEN, 
HE liberty: which I take in 
addrefiing te You the trifling 
production of a few idle hours, will, 
doubtlefs, move your. wonder, and, 
probably, your contempt. . I will not, 
however, with the futility of apologies, 
intrude upon your time, but bizefly 
acknowledge the motives of my teme- 
vou. I. a rity: 
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rity: left, by a premature exercife of 
that patience which I-hope will be- 
friend me, I fhould leffen its benevo- 
lence, and be myfelf accefiary to my 
own condemnation. 

Without name, without recommen- 
dation, and unknown alike to fuccefs 
and difgrace, te whom can I fo properly 
apply for patronage, as to thofe who 
publicly profefs themfelves Infpectors of 
all literary performances? | 

The extenfive plan of your critical 
obfervations,-—-which, «not confined to | 
works of utility or ingenuity, is equally | 
open to thofe of frivolous amufement,— 
and yet worfe than frivolous dullnefs,— 
encourages me to feek for your protec= 
tion, fince,-—perhaps for my fins !—it 
entitles me to your annotations. “To 
refent, therefore, this. offering, how- 
ever infignificant, would ill become the 
univerfality of your.undertaking, though 
not: to:deipife it may, alas ! be out-of 

your. power. 

The language:of: adulation, and the 
incenfe of. flattery, though the natural 
inheritance, and conftant refource, from 

time 
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time immemorial, of the Dedicator, te 
me offer nothing but the wiftful regret 
that I dare not invoke their aid. Sinif- 
ter views would be imputed to all I 
could fay; fince, thus fituated, to ex- 
tol your judgment, would {eem the &f 
feét of art, and to celebrate your im- 
partiality, be attribtited to fafpecting 
if, 

As Mapiftrates of the prefs, and Cen- 
fors for the Public,={to which you are 
bound by the facred ties of inteerity to 
exert the moft {pirited impartiality; and 
to which your fuffrages thould carry the 
marks of ‘ptire, dauntlefs, itrefragable 
truth—to appeal’ for your MERCY, 
were to folicit your difhonour ; and 
therefores—thoush’ ’tis fweeter than 
frankiacen, — miore grateful to the 


' fen{es than all the odorous perfumes of 
i Arabia, —and though 


It.droppeth like the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place béneath, ——-——— 


) T court it not! to your juftice alone J 
iam entitled, and by that I miuft abide. 
® Your engagements are not to the fup- 
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plicating author, bit to the candid 
public, which willinot fail to crave 


The penalty and forfeit of your bond, 


No hackneyed. writer, inured to 
abufe, and. callous to criticifm, here 


braves your feverity ;—-neither, does 4 
half-ftarv’d. garretteer, 


Oblig’d by hunger,—and requeft of friends," 


implore your lenity : your examination 
will be alike unbiafled by partiality and 
rejudice :-—-no_ refractory murmuring 
will follow your cenfure, no private 
intere{t be eratified by your praife. 

Let not the anxious folicitude with 
which I recommend myfelf to your no- 
tice; expofe, me to your derifion. -Re- 
member; Gentlemen, you... were all 
‘young writers once, and the moft ex- 

erienced veteran, of your corps, mays 
by recollecting his firf{t publication, re- 
novate his firft terrors, and learn to al- 
low for mine. For, though Courage is 
one of the nobleft, virtues! of this nether 
{phere, and, though fearcely more re- 
quifite in the field of battle, to. guard 
6 the 
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the fighting hero from difgrace, than 
in aha: private commerce of the world, 
to ward off that littlenefs of foul which 
leads, by fteps imperceptible, to all the 
bafe train of the inferior paffions, and 
by which the too timid mind is be- 
trayed into a fervility derogatory to the 
dignity of human nature ;—yet is it a 
virtue of no nec effity ina fituation fuch 
as mine; a fituation which removes, 
even from cowardice itfelf, the {ting of 
ignominy;—for{urely that Courage may 
cafily be difpenfed with, which woot 1 
rather raife difeuft than admiration! 
Indeed, it is the peculiar privilege of 
an author, to rob terror of contempt, 
and pulillanimity of reproach. 

Here let me refi,—and {natch myfelf, 
while yet I am able, from the fafcina- 
tion of EGorism,—a monfter who has 
more votaries than ever did homage to 
the moft popular deity of antiquity ; 
and whofe fingular quality is, that while 
he excites a blind and involuntary ado- 
ration in almoft every individual, his 
influence is univerfally difallowed, his 
power univerfally contemned, and his 
a2 worfhip, 
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worfhip, even by his followers, never 
hentioned but with abhorrence. 

In addrefiing } you jointly, [mean but 
to mark the generous fentiments ‘by 
which liberal veriticil in, to the utter 
annihilation of envy, jealouly, and all 


felfifh views, ought to be d lifting uifhed. 
I have the honour to be, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moft obedient 


vant, 








he 
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of fuch inferior rank, or who is fo much dif- 
dainea by bis b iv ethren of th quill, as the humble 
4 No He? HOY 1§ his ta Le lefs hard in 4 f C WOK fe 
at larg ve ince, among the whole clals 4 rc WT1teTS, 


« Ral c ’ 7) */I4 PS, f A* ey ts 5 
DEV BD: bs not one CAH be named O} WHiCD ipe 


£L ’ 
votaries. are more numerous but le/s refpect- 
able. x 

dé et, while in the annals of thofe few of our 
prec ceffor Js lo W } OM th 1S [pecies of WHrIlINg 79 
inde bi ed for being faved from coi tempt, and ref 


* ie pp ne taopnre fare b "0 
Che ef t fr OW? ray CEPT AT te TL C Ca Li ace | uch "1 LIES GS§ 


Rouffeau, Fokn/or . M AV1IVGUX, Fi eldit Es Ki- 


* Tlowever Tupenior the capacities in which. thele 
great writers deferve to be cc onfidere es they muft par 
don me that, for the dignity of n y subject, ] here 
rank the authors of Raflelas and Eloife as Noveliits, 
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chardfon, gnd Smollet, no man need blufbo at 
fiarting from the fame poft, though Many, NAY, 
moft men, may figh at finding themfelves di- 
flanced. 

The following letters are prefented to the 
public—for fuch, by novel writers, novel rea- 
ders will be called,—with a very fingular mux- 
ture of timidity and confidence, refulting from 
the peculiar fituation of the editor ; who, though 
trembling for their fucce/s from a con cioufne/s 
of their imperfettions, yet fears not being in- 
volved in their difgrace, while happily wrapped 
up in a mantle of impenetrable objcurity, 

To draw charaéters from nature, though not 
from life, and to mark the manners of the times, 
is the attempted plan of the following letters. 
For this purpofe, a young female, educated 
the moft fecluded retirement, makes, at the age 
of feventeen, her firft appearance upon the great 
and bujy fage of life; with a virtuous mina, 
a cultivated underftanding, and a feeling heart, 
her ignorance of the forms, and inexperience im 
the manners, of the world, occafion all the little 
incidents which thefe volumes record, and which 
form the natural progreffion of the hfe of @ 
young woman of obfcure birth, but conf{prcuous 
beauty, for the firft fix months after ber En- 
trance into the world. 

Perbaps were it poffible to effeét the total 
extirpation of novels, our young ladies in gene- 

val 
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ral, and boarding-[chool. damfels in particular, 
might profit from tb eir annibilation: but fince 
the diftemper they have [pread feems incurable, 
Jince their contagion bids defiance to the medicine 
of advice or reprebenfion, and fince they are 
found to baffle all the mental art of phyfic, fave 
‘what is preferibe d by the flow regimen of Time, 
aud bitter diet of Experience, furely all attempts 
to contribute to the number of thofe which may 
be read, if not with advantage, at leaft without 
injury, ought rather to be encouraged than con- 
temned. 

Let me, therefore, prepare for difappointment 
thofe who, in the per uf al of thefe fheets,  enter- 
tain the gentle expectation of being tran{ported 
tothe fantaft 1c rezions of Romance, ‘where Fittion 
#5 coloured by alt the gay tints of luxurious Ima- 
< gination, where Reajon is an outcaft, and where 
J the fublimity of the Ma era rejecis all aid 
‘ from fober Probability. The heroine of thefe 


MEMOS, Young, artle/ [s, ana inexperienced, is 


P 





No faultlefs Monfter, that the world ne’er faw, 


but the offspring of. Nature, and of Nature in 
ber “fi mole attire. 

In all the Arts, the value of toptes can only 
be proportioned to the fearceng 's of originals: 
among [culptors and painters, a fine  fhatue, or a 
beautiful picture, of ome great mafter, may de- 
Jervedly employ the imitatt ‘ve talents of young er 
gitd bifrics artifis, that their appropriation to 
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one [pot, may not wholly prevent the more £é- 
neral expanfion of ther excellence; Cut, among 
authors, the reverfe is the cafe, fince the nobleft 
productions of literature, are almoft equally ate 
tainable with the meaneft. In books, therefore, 
imitation cannot be founned too feduloufly , for 
the very perfection of a model which 1s frequent- 
ly feen, ferves but more forcibly to mark thé in- 
feriority of a copy. 

To avoid what is commons; without adopting 
what is unnatural, muft limit the ambition of 
the vulgar herd of authors: however zealous, 
thevefore, my veneration of the great writers I 
have mentioned, bewever I may feel myfelf en- 
lightened by the knowledge of fobnjon, charmed 
with the eloquence of Rouffeau, foftened by the 
pathetic powers of Richardfon, and exbilarated 
by the wit of Fielding, and humour of Smollet ; 
I yet prefume not to attempt purfuing thé 
fame ground which they have tracked; whence, 
though they may have cleared the weeds, they 
have alfo culled the flowers, and though they 
have rendered the path plain, they Have left 1 
barren. 

The candour of my readers, I have not the 
impertinence to doubt, and to their indulgence, 
I am fenfible I have no claim: I have, there- 
fore, only to entreat, that my own words may 
not pronousce my condenmation, and that what 
J have here ventured to fay im regard to imita- 
tion, may be underfiood, as it 1s meant, in a ge- 


nevak 
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neral fenfe, and not be imputed to an opinion of 
my own originality, which I have not the vanity, 
the folly, or the blindnefs, to entertain. 

Whatever may be the fate of thefe letters, 
the editor is fatisfied they will meet with juj- 
tice; and commits them to the prefs, though 
hopele/s of fame, yet not regardlefs of cen- 
fure. 
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IN A SERIES OF. LETTERS. 





eh | POI Bi Ror } 
Lady Howard to the Rev.. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, Kent, 

AN any thing, my good Sir, be 

nore painful to a friendly mind, than 

a neceffity of communicating difa- 

greeable intelligence ? Indeed, it is fome- 

times difficult to determine, whether the 

relator or the receiver of evil tidings is moft 
to be pitied. 

f have juft had a letter from Madame 
Duval; fhe is totally at a lofs in what 
manner to behave; fhe feems defirous to 
repair the wrongs fhe has done, yet-withes 
the world to believe her blamelefs. She 

Vou, I, 5 ' would 
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would fain caft upon another the odium of 
thofe misfortunes for which fhe alone is 
an{werable. Her letter is violent, fome- 
times abufive, and that of you !—-you, to 
whom fhe is under obligations which are 
ereater even than her faults, but to whofe 
sdvice fhe wickedly imputes all the fuffer- 
ings of her much-injured daughter, the 
jate Lady Belmont. ‘Fhe chief purport of 
her writing I will acquaint you with ; the 
letter itfelf is not worthy your notice. 

She tells me that fhe has, for many years 
pait, been in continual expectation of mak- 


ing a journey: to England, which prevented 


} 


her writing for information concerning this 
melancholy fubject, by giving her hopes ot 
making perfonal Enquiries ; but family oc- 


currences have ftill detained her in France, 
which country fhe now fees no profpect of 
quitting. She has, therefore, lately ufed 
her utmoft endeavours to obtain a faithful 
aecount of whatever related to her il/-aa- 
vifed daughter; the refult of which giv- 
ing her fome reafon to apprehend that, 
upon her death-bed, fhe bequeathed an 
infant orphan to the world, fhe moft gra- 
cioufly fays that if you, with whom jhe u- 
derftands the child is placed, will procure 
authentic proofs of its relationfhip to her, 
you may fend it to Paris, where fhe will 
properly provide for it. 

This 
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This woman is, undoubtedly, at length, 
felf-convicted of her moft unnatural behas 
viour: it is evident, from her writing, that 
fhe is ftill as vulgar and illiterate as when 
her firft hufband, Mr. Evelyn, had the 
weaknefs to marry her; nor does fhe at all 
apologile for addreffing herfelfto me, though 
[ was only once in her company. 

Fler letter has excited in my daughter 
Mirvan, a ftrong defire to be informed of 
the motives which induced Madame Du- 
val to abandon the unfortunate Lady: Bel- 
mont, at a time when a mother’s protection 
was peculiarly neceflary for her peace and 
her reputation. Notwithftanding I was 
perfonally acquainted with all the par- 
ties concerned in that affair, the fubjeét al- 
ways appeared of too delicate a nature to 
be fpoken of with the principals ; I cannot, 
therefore, fatisfy Mrs. Mirvan otherwife 
than by applying to you. 

By faying that you may fend the child, 
Madame Duval aims at conferring, where 
fhe moft owes obligation. I pretend not to 
give you advice; you, to whofe generous 
protection this helplefs orphan is indebted 
for every thing, are the beft and only judge 
of what fhe ought todo; but I am much 
concerned at the trouble and uneafinefs 
which this unworthy woman may “Occafion 
you. 

B. 2 My 
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My daughter and my orandchi Id join 
with me in defiring to be moft k indly re- 
membered to the amiable girl; and they bid 
me remind you, that the annual vifit to 
Howal -d Grove, which we were formerly 
promifed, has been difcontinued for more 
than four years I am, dear Sir, 

with oreat reeard, 
Your moift obedient friend as fervant, 


_ HiowARD. 


sae Lee Same Dee rae 1s: 
Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 


Berry Hill, Dorfetthire, 

OUR Ladythip did but too well fore- 

fee the perplexity and uneafinefs of 

which Madame Duval’s letter has been 

productive. However, I ought rather to 

be thankful that I have fo many years re- 

mained unmolefted, than repine at my 

prefent embarrafiment ; fince it proves, at 

jeaft, that this wretched woman is at length 
awakened to remorie. 

In regard to my anfwer, IT muft humbly 
requel t your Ladythip to write to this ef 
fect: “* That I would not, upon any ac 
count, intentionally offend Madame Duval, 


avuat 


: but 
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but that I have veighty, nay unanfwerable 
reafons for detaining her grand-daughter at 
prefent in England, the principal of which 
iS, that it was the earneft defire of one to 
whofe Will fhe owes implicit duty. Ma- 
dame Duval may be affured that fhe meets 
with the utmoift attention and te ndernefs ; 
that her education, however fhort of my 
wifhes, almoft exceeds my abilities; and 
I flatter myfelf, when. the time arrives 
that fhe fhall pay her duty to her prand- 
mother, Madame Duval will find no reafon 
to be diffatishied with what has been done 
for her.” 

Your Ladyfhip will not, I am fure, be 
furprifed at this anfwer. Madame Duval 
is by no méans a proper companion or 
euardian for a young woman: fhe is at 
once uneducated and unprincipled; ungen- 
tle in her temper, and unamiable in her 
manners. JI have long known that fhe has 
perfuaded herfelf to ha arb our an averfion for 
me——Unhappy woman! I can only regard 
her as an object of pity | 

I dare not hefitate at a requelt = 
Mrs. Mirvan, yet, in complying with i 
} fhall, for her. own. fake; be as’ conc if 
as I poffibly can; fiance the cruel tranfac+ 


. 
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tions. which preceded the birth of my ward, 


can afford no entertainment to a- mind» {0 
humane as her’s 
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Your Ladyfhip may probably have 
heard, that 1 had the honour to accompa: 
ny Mr. Evelyn, the grandfather of my 
young charge, when upon his travels, I 
the capacity of a tutor. His unhappy 
marriage, immediately upon his return to 
England, with Madame Duval, then a 
waiting-girl at a tavern, contrary to the 
advice and entreaties of all his friends, 
among whom I was myfelf the moitt ur- 
cent, induced him to abandon his native 
land, and fix his abode in France. Thi 
ther he was followed by fhame and repent- 
ance; feelings which his heart was not 
framed to fupport: for, notwithftanding 
he had been too weak to refift the allure- 
ments of beauty, which nature, though a 
niggard to her of every other boon, had 
with a lavifh hand beftowed on his wife; 
yet he was a young man of excellent cha- 
racter, and, till thus unaccountably infa- 
tuated, of unblemifhed conduct. He fur- 
vived this ill-judged marriage but two 
years. Upon his death-bed, with an un- 
{fteady hand, he wrote me the following 
note : 

“" My friend! forget your refentment, 
in favour of your humanity ;-——a father, 
trembling for the welfare of his child, 
bequeaths her to your care-——O Villars! 
hear? pity ! and relieve me!” 


Had 
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Had my circumftances permitted me, I 
fhould have anfwered thefe words. by an 
immediate journey to Paris; but I was 
obliged to aét by the agency of a friend, 
who was upon the fpot, and prefent at the 
opening of the will. 

Mr.- Evelyn left to me a legacy of a 
thoufand pounds, and the fole euardianfhip 
of his daughter’s perfon till her eighteenth 
year, conjuring me, in the moft affecting 
terms, to take the charge of her education 
till fhe was able to act with propriety for 
herfelf; but in regard to fortune, he left 
her wholly dependent on her mother, to 
whofe tenderneis he earneftly recommended 
her, 

Thus, though he would not, to a woman 
low-bred and illiberal as Mrs. Evelyn, truft 
the conduct and morals of his daughter, he 
neverthelefs thought: proper to fecure to 
her the refpeét and duty which, from her 
own child, were certainly her due; but, 
unhappily, it never occurred to him that 
the mother, on her part, could fail in af- 
fection or juftice. 

Miis Evelyn, Madam, from the fecond 
to the eighteenth year of her life, was 
brought up under my care, and, except 
when at fchool, under my roof. I need 
not {peak to your Ladythip of the virtues 
of that excellent young . creature, ‘ She 
B 4 loved 
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loved me as her father; nor was Mrs. Vile 
lars Iefs valued by her; while to me fhe 
became fo de ar, that her lofs was little lefs 
afflicting — an that witic h I have fince fuf- 
tained of Mrs. Villars herfelf. 

At that se4 riod of 2 life we parted ; her 
mother, t the an) marric ‘dd tO Monfieur Duval, 
fent for her to Paris. How often have } 
fince reerecte -d that I did not accompany 
her thither | prot ‘Sed and f lupported by 
ne, the mifery ar id difgrace which awaited 
ier, might, perhaps, ‘have been avoided. 
But—to we brief, Madame Duval, at the 

tigation of her hufband, earnettly, or 
t pak fc tyrannic ae endeavoured to effeét a 
union between Mifs Ev elyn and one of his 

yhews. ene when fhe found her power 
inadeau: até to her attempt, enraged at her 
non-compliance, fhe treated her with the 
eof t unkindnefs, and threatened her with 
poverty and ruin. 

Mifs Evelyn, to whom wrath and vio- 
a sce had hitherto been ftran gers, foon grew 

veary of fuch ufage; and rafhly, and with- 
eut a witnels, confented to a private mar- 
riage with Sir John Belmont, a very pro- 
fligate young man, who had but too {ucs 
ce fsfully four ind means to infinuate himfelf 
into her favour. He promifed to conduct 
ker to England—he did——O, Madam, 
you know the reft !—Difa ppointed of the 
fortune 


‘ 
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fertune he expected, by the inexorable ran-- 
cour of the Duyals, he. infat roufly burn 
the certificate of their mar rage, and deniec 
that they had ever been unt ited | 

She flew to: me for protection. With 
what mixed tranfports of joy and anguifh 
did I again fee her! By my advice, fhe 
endeavoured to procure proofs of her mar- 
riage ;——-but in vain: her. credulity. had 
been no match for his art, 

E,very body believed her innocent, from 
the guiltlefs tenor of her unfpotted youth, 
and from the known libertinifm of ‘her bar- 
barous betrayer. _ Yet her fufferings were 
too acute for her tender frame, and the 
fame moment that gave bi irth to her infant, 
put an end at once to the forrows and the 
life of its mother. 

The rage of Madame Duval: at. her 
elopement, aO8KGG not while this injured 


victim. of. cruelty yet drew-breath, . She 
probably ik in timé, to have. par- 
doned her, but time was not allowed. 


When fhe was informed of her death, I 
have been. told, that, the agonies of grief 
and remorfe, with which fhe was. feized, 
occafioned her a {evere fit of illnefs, But, 
from the time of her recovery to the date 
of her letter to your L. acyihip, I had_ne- 
ver heard that fhe m: anit elt ed any defire to. 
be made acquainted with the circumftance 

6 which 
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which attended the death of Lady Belmont, 
and the birth of her helplefs child. 

That child, Madam, fhall never, while 
life is lent me, know the lofs fhe has fuf- 
tained. J have cherifhed, fuccoured, and 
fupported her, from her earlieft infancy to 
her fixteenth year; and fo amply has fhe 
repaid my care and affection, that my fondeft 
with is now circumfcribed by the defire of be- 
ftowing her on one who may be fenfible of 
her worth, and then finking to eternal reft 
in her arms. 

Thus it has happened that the education 
of the father, daughter, and grand-daughter, 
has devolved on me. What infinite mifery 
have the two firft caufed me! Should the 
fate of the dear furvivor be equally ad- 
verfe, how wretched will be the end of my 
caresmthe end of my days! 

Even had Madame Duval merited the 
charge fhe claims, I fear my fortitude would 
have been unequal to fuch a parting ; but, 
being fuch as fhe is, not only my affection, 
but my humanity recoils, at the barbarous 
idea of deferting the facred truft repofed in 
me. Indeed, I could but ill fupport her 
former yearly vifits to the refpectable man- 
fion at Howard Grove; pardon me, dear 
Madam, and do not think me infenfible of 
the honour which your Ladyfhip’s conde- 
icenfion confers upon us both ; but fo deep 

1S 
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is the impreffion which the misfortunes of 
her mother have made on my heart, that fhe 
does not, even fora moment, quit my fight, 
without exciting apprehenfions: and terrors 
which almoft overpower me. Such, Ma- 
dam, is my tendernefs, and fuch my weak- 
nefs !—-But fhe is the only tie I have upon 
earth, and I truft to your Ladyfhip’s good- 
nefs not to judge of my feelings with fe- 
verity. 

I beg leave to prefent my humble refpects 
to Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan; and have the 
honour to be, 

Madam, 
Your Ladyfhip’s moft obedient 
and moft humble fervant, 
ARTHUR VILLARS, 
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[ Written fome months after the laft.] 


Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, March 8, 


Dear and Rev. Sir, : 
OUR latft letter gave me infinite plea- 
fure: after fo long and tedious an 1ll- 

{, 
NCiS, 



























and to your 


> health | You 
individual 
inuance and in- 


Will you-not think I take advantage of 
uracknowledged aemesy if I once more 
to mentio n your pup il and Howard 

Yet you muft remember 

ate which we fubmitted to 


lefire of not parting with her during 


bad ftate of your health, though it was 
with much reluctance we forbore to folicit 
her i My grand-daughter, in par- 
ticular, -has fea rce been able to repre fs her 

eagernefs to again meet the friend of her 
infancy - and for my own part, it 1s very 
ftronely my wifh to pat the regard 
{ had for the unfortunate Lady Bel- 
mont, by proving ferviceable to her child ; 
which feems to me the beft refpect that can 
be paid to her memory.’ Permit me, there- 
fore, to lay before you a plan which Mrs. 
Mirva in and [have formed, in confequence 
of your reftoration to health. 

I would‘not frighten you;—but, do you 
think you could bear to -part with yous 
young companion for two or three months? 
Mrs. Mirvan propofes to fpend the enfuing 
fprine in ‘London, whither, for the firft 
Lime, «my standchild will accompany her: 

Now, 
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Now, my good friend, it is very earneltly 
their wifh to enlarge and enliven their party 
by the addition of your amiable ward, who 
would fhare > eq ually with her own daughter, 
the care aad attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do 
not*{tart at this propofal ; it is time that fhe 
{hould fee fomething of the world. When 
young people are e too rigidly fequettere: d from 
it, their bvehy and romantic imaginations 
paint it to them as a paradife of wh ich they 
have been beguiled; but when they are 
fhown it properly, and in due time, t they fee 
it fuch as it really is, equally fhared by pain 

and ple afure, hope sonal dif {appointment., 

You have ‘nothing to apprehend from her 
meeting with Sir John Belmont, as that 
abandoned man. 1s now abroad, “pea not ex 
pected home this year. 

W ell, my g good Sir, what fay you to our 
feheme ? I hope it will meet with your ap- 
probation ; but if it fhould not, be affured 
IE can never object to any decifion of one 
who is fo much refpected and efteemed. 
as Mr, Villars, by 

His moft faithful humble fervant, 
M. Howarp, 


vik Fs 
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LET TER. 


Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 
Berry Hill, March 12. 
I AM grieved, Madam, to appear obfti- 


nate, and J blufh to incur the imputation 
of felfifhnefs. In detaining my young charge 
thus long with myfelf in the country, I con- 
fulted not folely my own inclination. Def- 
tined, in all probability, to pofiefs a very 
moderate fortune, I wifhed to contract her 
views to fomething within it. The mind is 
but too naturally prone to pleafure, but too 
eafily yielded to diffipation: it has been my 
ftudy to guard her againft their delufions, 
by preparing her to expect,-~and to defpife 
them. But the time draws on for experience 
and obfervation to take place of inftruction : 
if I have, in fome meafure, rendered her 
capable of ufing one with difcretion, and 
making the other with improvement, | 
fhall rejoice myfelf with the affurance of 
having largely contributed to her welfare. 
She is now of an age that happinefs is eager 
to attend,—let her then enjoy it ! I] commit 
her to the protection of your Ladythip, and 
only hope fhe may be found worthy half 
the goodnefs I am fatisfied fhe will meet 
with at your hofpitable manfion, 
Thus 
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Thus far, Madam, I chearfully fubmit 


to your defire. In confiding my ward to 
the care of Lady Howard, I can feel no-un- 
eafinefs from her abfence, but what will 
arife from the lofs of her company, fince I 
fhall be as well convinced of her fafety, as 
if fhe were under my own roof ;—but, can 
your Ladyfhip be ferious in propofing to 
introduce her to the gaieties of a London 
life? Permit me to afk, for what end, or 
what purpofe? A youthful mind is feldom 
totally free from ambition ; to curb that, is 
the firft ftep to contentment, fince to dimi- 
nifh expectation, is to increafe enjoyment. 
[ apprehend nothing more than too much 
raifing her hopes and her views, which the 
natural vivacity of her difpofition would 
render but too eafy to effect. The town-ac- 
quaintance of Mrs. Mirvan are all in the 
circle of high life; this artlefs young crea- 
ture, with too much beauty to efcape no- 
tice, has too much fenfibility to be indif- 
ferentto it; but fhe has too little wealth to 
be fought with propriety by men of the 
fafhionable world. 

Confider, Madam, the peculiar cruelty 
of her fituation ; only child of a wealthy 
Baronet, whofe perfon fhe has never feen, 
whofe character fhe has reafon to abhor, and 
whofe name fhe is forbidden toclaim entitled 
as fhe is to lawfully inherit his fortune and 
eftate, 
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probabi li ty that he will 
properly own. her? And while he continues 
to perievere in difavowing his mar riage with 
Mits h, velyn, fhe fhall never, at the expence 
of her mother’s he onour, receive a part of 
her right, as the donation of his bounty. 
And as to Mr. Ey yas eftate, I have no. 
doubt but that Madame Duva 1). and. her rela- 
tions will difpale of it among themfelves. 
It feems, therefore, as if this deferted 
child, though legally heirefs of two large 
fortunes, mu utt owe. all her 1 “ational expedtar 
tions to adoption. and .friendihip. Yet her 
income will ae fuch as may make her. hap- 
py, if fhe is di ipolsa to be fo in. private life; 
though 1 it Wi i] Py. no means alloy W her’ to. en- 


eftate, is there any 


joy the luxury of a London fine lady. 


Let srs Mirvan, then, Madam, fhine 
in. all the fplendor of high life; bie fuffer 
my child (Lill to enjoy. the plea ale of hum- 
ble retirement,. with a mind to whi ch oreater 
views. are unknown. 

I hope this reafoning will be h onoured 
with your appr ob: ation; and I have yet an- 
other. motive which fag fome weight with 

L would not willingly give offence to 
any tena being, and furely Madame Du- 
val might accufe me of injuttice, if, while I 
refufe to let her grand-daughter wait upon 
her, I confent that fhe thould 3 join a party of 
pleafure to London. 


In 








any 
.) 


In fending her to Howard Grove, not one 
of thefe {cruples.arife ; and therefore Mrs; 
Clinton, a moft worthy woman, formerly 
her nurfe, and now my houfekeeper; fhall 
attend hee thither next week. 

Though I have always called her by the 
name of ‘Anville, and re ported i in mes nelg 
bourhood that her fat ther, my intimate Seed 
left her to,my guardianfhip, yet I have 
thoughtit necefflary fhe fhould herfelf be ac- 
quainted with the melancholy circumftances 

attending her birth ; for, though I am very 

defirous of guarc ling o her from curiofity and 
impertinence, by concealing her name, fa- 
mily, and tory; yet I would not leave it 
in the power of chance, to ,fhock her 
gentle nature with a tale of fo much for- 
row. 

You muft not, Madam, expect too much 
from my pupil. ' She is quite a little ruttic, 
and knows nothing of the world ; and though 
her education has been the beft I could be- 
{tow in this retired place, to which Dor- 
chefter, the neareft town, is feven miles dif- 
tant, yet I fhall not be furprifed if. you 
fhould di i cover in her a thoufand. deficien- 
cies of which I have never dreamt... She 
muit be very much altered fince fhe was 
laft at Howard Grove,—but I will fay no- 
thing of her; °I leave her to your Lady- 
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fhip’s own obfervations, of which I beg a 
faithful relation; and am, 
Dear Madam, with great refpect, 
Your obedient and moft humble fervant, 
ARTHUR VILLARS, 


LE? 2 ee Ns 
Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 
March 18, 


Dear Madam, 
HIS letter will be delivered to you by 
my child,—-the child of my adop- 


tion,—-my affection! Unbleft with one na- 
tural friend, fhe merits a thoufand. I fend 
her to you, innocent as an angel, and art- 
lefs as purity itfelf: and 1 fend you with 
her the heart of your friend, the only hope 
he has on earth, the fubject of his tenderett 
thoughts, and the object of his lateft cares, 
She is one, Madam, for whom alone I have 
lately wifhed to live; and fhe is one whom 
to ferve I would with tranfport die! Reftore 
her but to me all innocence as you receive 
her, and the fondeft hope of my heart will 
be amply gratified ! 
A. VILLARS. 


LETTER 
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Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, 

Dear and Rev. Sir, 

Fi E folemn manner in which you have 

committed your child to my care, has 
in jome meafure dampt the pleafure which I 
receive from the truft, as it makes me fear 
that you fuffer from your compliance, in 
which cafe I fhall very fincerely blame my- 
felf for the earneftnefs with which I have 
requefted this favour; but remember, my 
good Sir, fhe is within a few days fummons, 
and be affured I will not detain her a mo- 
ment longer than you with. 

You defire my opinion of her. 

She is a little angel ! I cannot wonder that 
you fought to monopolize her. Neither 
ought you, at finding it impoffible. 

Her face and perfon anfwer my moft re- 
fined ideas of complete beauty: and this, 
though a fubject of praife lefs important to 
you, or to me, than any other, is yet fo 
{triking, it is not poffible to pafs it unno- 
ticed. Had I not known from whom fhe 
received her education, I fhould, at firft 
fight of fo perfect a face, have been in soe 
or 
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for her underftanding; fince it has been long 
and juftly remarked, that folly has ever 
fought alliance with beauty. 

She has the fame gentlenefs in her man- 
ners, the fame natural grace in her motions, 
that I formerly fo much admired in her mo- 
ther. Her charaéter feems truly ingenuous 
and fimple; and, at the fame time that na- 
ture has bleffed her with an excellent under- 
ftanding, and great quicknefs of parts, the 
has a certain air of ine experience and. inno- 
cency that is extremely interefting. 

You have no reafon to regret the retire- 
ment in which fhe has lived; fince that po- 
litenefs which is acquired by an acquaint. 
ance with high life, is in her fo well fupplied 
by a natural defire of obliging, joined to a 
deportment infinitely engaging. 

I obferve with great fatisfaction. a oTOw- 
ing affection. between this. amiable girl and 
my grand-daughter, whofe heart is as free 
from felfifhneis or conceit, as that of her 
young friend is from all guile. Theit 
recard may be mutually ufeful, fince 
much is to be expected from emulagein 
where nothing is to be feared from envy. | 
would have them love each OSE as. fitters, 
and reciprocally fupply the place of that 
tender and happy relationfhip, to. which nek 
ther of them have a natural claim. 


Be 
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Be fatisfied, my g good Sir, that your child 
fall meet with “* the fame attention as our 
own. We all join in moit hearty wifhes 
for your health and happinefs, and in re- 
turning our fincere th his for the favour 
you have conferred on us. 

J am, Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful fervant, 
M, Eowicis: 


We AE aS BAR OC EET 
Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, March 26, 


E not raped 8 my worthy friend, at 

my {fo fpeedily troubling you again; | 
feldom ufe a ceremony of waiting for an- 
iwers, or writing with any regularity, and 
I have at prefent immediate occafion for 
begging your patience. 

Mrs. Mirvan has juft received a letter 
from her long-abfent hese ear: containing 
the welcome news of his hoping to reach 
London by the beginning of next week. 
My arene: and the Captain have been fe- 
parated almoft feven years, and it would 
therefore be needlefs to fay what joy, fur- 
prife, 
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prife, and confequently confufion, his, at 

refent, unexpected return has caufed at 
Howard Grove. Mrs. Mirvan, you cannot 
doubt, will go inftantly to town to meet 
him; her daughter is under a thoufand ob- 
ligations to attend her; I grieve that her 
mother cannot. 

And now, my good Sir, I almoft blufh 
to proceed ;—=but, tell me, may I afk— 
will you permit—that your child may ac- 
company them? Do not think us unreafon- 
able, but confider the many inducements 
which confpire to make London the hap- 
pieft place at prefent fhe can bein. The 
joyful occafion of the journey; the gaiety 
of the whole party ; oppofed to the dull lite 
fhe mutt lead if left here, with a folitary old 
woman for her fole companion, while fhe fo 
well knows the chearfulnefs and felicity en- 
joyed by the reft of the family,—arecircum- 
{tances that feem to. merit your confidera- 
tion. Mrs. Mirvan defires me to aflure you, 
that one week js all fhe afks, as fhe is certain 
that the Captain, who hates London, will 
be eager to revifit Howard Grove: and 
Maria is fo very earneft in wifhing to have 
the company of her friend, that, if you are 
inexorable, fhe will be deprived of half the 
pleafure fhe otherwife hopes to receive. 

However, I will not, my good Sir, de- 
celve you into an opinion that they intend 

9 to 
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to live in a retired manner, as cannot 
be fairly expected. But you Dave noreafon 
to be uneafy concerning Madame Duval ; 
fhe has not any correfpondent in Eneland, 
and obtains no intelligence but by common 
report. She muft bea ftranger to the name 
your child bears ; and, even fhould the hear 
of this excurfion, fo fhort a time as.a week, 
or lefs, {pent in town upon {fo particular an 
occafion, though previous to their meeting, 
cannot be conitrued into difrefpect to her- 
felf, 

Mrs. Mirvan defires me to affure you, 
that if you will oblige her, her two children 
fhall equally fhare her time and her atten- 
tion. She has fent a commiffion to a friend 
in town to take a houfe for her, and while 
fhe waits.for an anfwer concerning it, |] 
fhall for one from you to our petition, 
Fowever, your child is writing herfelf, and 
that, I doubt not, will more avail than all 
we can poflibly urge. 

My daughter defires her be{t compliments 
to you, 7f, fhe fays, you will grant her re- 
queft, but zot el/e. 

Adieu, my dear Sir,—we all hope every 
thing from your goodnefs, 


M. Howarp. 


LETTER 





Tv ie RONG 
> the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, March 26, 


328 vfe feems to be the houfe of 
very face wears a {mile, and a 


laug’ | ery body’s fervice. It is quite 
amuilil alk about, and fee the general 
confu! . a room leading to the garden 1s 
fitting up for Captain Mirvan’s ftucy. Lady 
Howard does not fit a moment in a place; 
Mifs Mirvan is making caps; every body 
fo bufy !—fuch flying from room to room | 
—{o many orders given, and retracted, and 
given again !——nothing but hurry and pet 
turbation. 

Well but, my dear Sir, I am defired t 
make a requeft to you. I hope you will 
not think me an incroacher ; Lady Howard 
infifts upon my writing !—yet | hardly 
know how to goon; a petition implies 3 
want,—and have you left me one? Nog 
indeed. 

I am half afhamed of myfelf for begin 
ning this letter. But thefe dear ladies aft 
fo preffing—I cannot, for my life, refill 
wifhing for the pleafures they offer mé= 
provided you do not difapprove them. 

They 
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They are.to make a very fhort ftay in 
town., lhe Captain will meet them in a 
day or two. Mrs. Mirvan and her fweet 
daughter both go ;—what ah lappy party ! 
Yet. I an not very eager to accompany 


‘them: art leaft, I ‘fhall be contented to 


remain i lier: am, if you defire that [ 
fhould. 

Affured, my deareft Sir, of your good- 
nefs, your bounty, and your indulgent 


‘ kindnefs, ought I to form a with that has 


'* not your fanction ? Decide for me, there- 
F fore, without the leaft apprehenfion that I 
)" fall be uneafy; or difcontented. While I 


WN) 


7am yet.in fufpente, perhaps I may ope, 


but | am moft certain, that when you have 


‘once determined, I fhall not repine. 


They tell me t that London is now in full 


‘{plendou-. T'wo Play-houfes are open,— 


i the Opera-Houfe, —Ranelagh,—and the 
i! Pantheor.——Y ou fee I have learned all their 


Knames. Hower ver, pray don’t t {uppole that 


mI make any point of going, tor I fhall 


hardly { ig +h to fee them d lepart without me; 
though | | fhall probably never meet with 
fach another oppartynity. And, indeed, 


“their domeftic h OPP inefs will be fo great,— 
fit 1s natural 


~~ 


to wifh to partake of it. 
| believe I am bewitched! I made 2 re- 


fh iolution when I began, that | would not be 


ween Us - tmy pen—or rather my thoughts, 


Vo C will 
































































ill not fuffer me to keep it—for lL acknow- 
loe. I mutt acknowledge, 1 cannot help 


P 
Se BS . 
‘ 


a> 
W {hing for ne i a 
[ almoit re already that I have made 


9 ® a 

A 
his on! vile ns; qm forget that you have 
read it, if this our 1S difple ealing: to you. 
But I V 


7 


ll not write any. longer; for the 
h of this affair, the lefs indi- 


Wil 
more I thin 
ferent to it I find myftelt. 

Adieu, my moft honoured, moft reves 
renced, moft beloved father! for ad what 
other name can I call you? I have no haps 
pinefs or forrow, no hope or fear, but what 
your kindnefs beftows, or your difplea ature 
may caufe. You vill not, I am fure, fend 
a refufal, without reafons unanfwerable, and 
therefore I fhall chearfully acquieice. Yet 
{ hope—I hope you will be able to per 
mit me to go! I am, 

With the utmoft affection, 
eratitude, and duty, 


Yo ur 


{VELINA Qo 


I cannot to you fien Axnville, and wh 
other name may I claim? 
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Vf, Villar E sau 
d r% V ital s to £ ~velind. 


ergs hails March 28. 


4O refift the urgency of entreaty, is 
a power which I have not yet ac- 


pees * [ aim not at an authority which 
deprives you of liberty, os t I would fain 

cuide myfelf by a prudenc which fhould 
fave me the pangs of vepehtince Your 
impatience to fly to a place which yout 
fmagination has sores to you in colours 
fo attractive, fur rpt rifes me not; I have only 
to hope that the livelinefs of your fancy 
may not deceive you: to refufe, would be 
raifing it ftill higher. ‘To fee my Evelina 
happy, is to fee myfelf without a with: oO 
then, my child, and may that Heaven 
which alone can, direét, preferve; and 
ftrenethen you! To That, my love, will 
I daily offer prayers for your felicity; O 
may it guard, watch over you! defend you 
from danger, fave you from dittrefs, and 
keep vice as diftant from your perfon as 
from your heart! And to Me, may it grant 


the ultimate blefling Or Clofing thefe ‘aged 
eyes in the arms of one fo dear—fo de- 


fervedly beloved ! 
ARTHUR VILLARS., 


, . i rr4 

‘ ? j ‘an : 
a 
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Queen-Ann-Street, London, Saturday, Aprilz 

















IIS moment arrived, Juft going to 
D: ‘ury- -ILane theatre. The celebrated 

. Garrick pel rforms Ranger. i am quite 
in  extacy. So is Mifs Mirvan. How 
fortunate, that he fhould happen to piay! 
We would not let Mrs. Mirvan reft till the 
confented to go; her chief objection was 
to our drels, for ‘we have had no time to 
Londonize outfe elves ; but we teized her into 
compliance, and fo we are to fit in fome 
obfcure place, that fhe may not be feen 
As to me, I fhould be alike unknown in the 
moft con{picuous or moft private part of the 
houfe. 

I can write nomore now. I have hardly 

time to breathes Only jutt this, the houfes 
a {treets are not quite fo fuperb as | 
ADE EM However, I have feen nothing 
yet, io I ought not to judge, 

\ Vell, adieu, my deareft Sir, for the pre- 
fent; I could not forbear wri iting a few 
words inftantly on my arrival; though J 
fuppote my letter of th anks fi fOr your confent 
+s {til] on the road. 

Saturday 
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Saturday Night 
O my dear Sir, in what raptures am | 
returned! Well may Mr. Garrick be fo ce- 
lebrated, fo univerfally admired——I had 
not any idea of fo great a Pent 
Such eafe! fuch vivacity in his mi 
fuch grace in his motions! fuch Fite: aa 


meaning in his eyes!——{ could hardly be. 
: bieay al Py SP Paget he se 
heve he had ftudied a written part, for 
every word feemed to be uttered from the 


impulfe of the moment. 

Fis action—at once-fo graceful and fo 
free!—his voice—fo clear, fo melodious, 
yet fo wonderfull y various in its tones— 
fuch animation lewevery look /peaks ! 

I would have given the world to have 
had the whole play acted Over as gain. And 
when he danced——O how I envied Cla 
rinda! I almoft wifhed to have jumped on 
the ftage and joined them. 

I am afraid you will think me mad, fo 
I won’t fay any more; yet I really be Hieve 
Mr. Garrick would make you mad too, if 
you could fee him. I intend to afk Mrs. 
Mirvan to go to the play every night while 
we ftay in town. She is extremely kind to 
me, and Maria, her charming daughter, is 
the fweeteft girl in the world. 

I fhall write to you every evening all that 
pafles in the day, and that in the fame man- 
ner as, 1f I could fee, I fhould tell you. 

C 3 ‘Sunday. 





Sunday, 


corning we went to Portland cha: 
; cerwal ds we walked in the Mall | 
°s Park, which by no means 
am xpectations : it 1s a long 
t walk, of dirty gravel, very unealy 
; an d at each end, jee of an 
ofpect, nothing is to be feen but 
tit of brick. WwW Then Mrs. Mirvan 
ae Palace to me—I think] 

er much more furprifed. 
lowever, ike walk was very agreeable 
every body looked gay, and feemed 
ed, and the ladies were fo much dreffed, 
Mifs Mirvan and I could do nothing 
look at sie Mrs. bigibec met feves 
rien No wonder, for I ne- 
tha iW ft4 many aitigdh affembled together 
before. I looked about for fome of my 
acquaintance, but in vain, for I faw not 

one per fon I 


f 

2 
et 
cl 


vat I knew, which 1s very 
odd, for all the world feemed there. 

Mrs. MEArée fays we are not to walk in 
the Park again next Su nday, even if we 
fhould be in town, becaufe there is better 
company in Kenfi ington G: ardens. But. re- 

ally if you had feen how much eve ry body 
was drefied, you would not think that pof- 
fible, 
Monday. 
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nd every one took anes by bowing and 
ieiay, to be noticed ; we were conducted 
from one to another, and: carried from 
room to room, with fo much ceremony, 
that at firft'I was almoft afraid to go on. 

I thought I fhould never have ‘chofen a 
filk, for they produced fo many I knew 
not which to fix upon, and they recom- 
mended them all fo ftrongly, that I fancy 
they thought I only wanted perfuafion to 
buy ‘every thing they Thewed me. And, 
indeed, they took fo much trouble, that i 
was almoft afhamed I could not. 

At the milliners, the ladies we met were 
fo much dreffed, that I fhould rather have 
imagined they were making vifits than pur- 

chafes. But what moft diverted we was, 
that wenwere more frequently ferved by 
men than by women; and fuch men! fo 


. 


finical, fo affected! they feemed to uncer- 
od itand 
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{tand every part of a woman’s dreils better 


than WC CiO Oil ie} ¥ VA eiitl cnc Y icc ommend- 
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‘dad caps and ‘ibbands Witn an alr OT 10 much 
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wifhed to afk them hoy 
fF wearing them! 

with which they work in 
Ops is amazing, for they have 
ne a ompleat fuit of linen a- 
gain{t the evening. 
I have juft had my hair dreffed. You 
ean’t think how oddly my head feels ; full of 
powder and black pins, and a great cu/bion 
on the top of it, 1 believe you would 
hardly know me, for my face looks quite 
different to what it did before my hair was 
drefied. When I fhall be able to make 
ule of a comb for myfelf I cannot tell; for 
my hair is fo much entangled, frizled they 

call it, that I fear it will be very difficult, 
fam half afraid of this ball to-night, for, 
you know, I have never danced but at 
ichool; however, Mifs Mirvan fays there 

is nothing init. Yet I with it was over. 
Adieu, my dear Sir; pray excufe the 
wretched ftuff I write, perhaps I may im- 
prove by being in this town, and then my 
Jetters will be lefs unworthy your reading. 

Mean tine I am, 
Your dugiful and affectionate, 

though unpolifhed, 

EVELINA, 


Poor 
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Poor Mifs Mirvan cannot wear one of 

the caps fhe made, becaufe they drefs her 
hair too large for them. 
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velina in continuation. 


Sy ge gat gag oe 5» Tuefday morning. 
HAVE a vaft deal to fay, and fhall give 
all this morning to my pen. . As to my 
plan of writing every eV igs the ad ven- 
tures of the day, I find it 1 npractic ible ; 
for the diverfions aa are fo very late, that 
if 1 be gin my letters after them, I sould 
not go to bed at all. 
We paft a moft extraordinary evening. 
A private ball this was called, fo I expetted 
to have feen abOue four or five couple; 


| sliay q {A, 


but Lord.! my dear Sir, I be 
half the world! Two very la Be rooms 
were full of company - in one, were Cards 


for the elderly ladies, ani din the other: were 
the dancers. My mamma Murvan, for fhe 
always calls me her child, 

fit with Maria and me till we were provided 
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ial id Lilt would 


with partners, and then join the card- 
players. 
The gentlemen, as they pafled and re- 
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pal fed yoke as if the ught we were 

juite at their di fpofal, fice only waiting 

ae ihe honour of their commands; and 

they fauntered about, in a carelefs indo- 

lent manner, as if with a view to keep us 

( ( | of this in re- 

ran and pie only, but 

| I thought it 

determined, in my own 

\umouring fuch ars, 

1ce at all, than with 

feem to think me re sady 

to neceePt, the f firkt 0 .artner who would con- 
mc. 

a young man, who had 
us with. a kind of 
advanced, on tip- 

1e had a fet {mile on his 


refs was fo foppith, that | 
ie even wifhed to be ftared 

yet he was very ugly. 
wing almoft to the ground, with a 
fort of fwing, and were his hand with 
the greateft conceit, after a fhort and filly 
paufe, he faid, ‘" Madam—may I pre- 


> 
fume °° — and ftopt, offering to take my 
hand. I drew it back, but could fearce 
forbear lauching. Allow me, Madam,” 
(continued he, atfected ly breaking off eve ery 
halt open) the honour and h 1appinels 
{ 1 am not fo unhappy as to addrefs you 
£00 
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too ‘late—to have the happinefs and 
93 


wu. 


Again he would have taken my hand, 
but, bowing my head, | bes ‘ore dt to be ex- 


3 
cufed, and turned to Mifs Mirvan to con- 

[my laughter. He then Behe’ to know 
iad already engaged myfelf to fome 
more fortunate man? I faid No, and that 
| believed I fhould not dance at iii. 
would keep himfelf, he tcld me, difen- 
eaced, in Ries I fhould ‘elent; and then, 
uttering fome ridiculous {fpeeches of forrow 
and difapvointment. thouch his face fill 
elit la PPUEAEL EDL IE L hedeal he bi1L5 tL Lliaa 
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wore the fame invariable imile, he re- 


fT 


9 happened, as we have fince recol- 
lected, that c during this little dialooue, Mrs. 
Mi; irvan’ was converfing with the la dy of the 
houfe. And very foon after another gen- 
tleman, who feemed about fix-and-twenty 
years old; oayly, but not foppithly, dred, 


* ay > - ivr ~ S i= Sea ant “aT 
and mHdeed extremely handforte with al 


; ye 
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air of ‘mixed politenefs and gallantry, de- 
fired to know if I was engaged, or would 
honour <b im with my hand. So ‘he was 
pole 9 
ii 


pleafed to fay, though I am fure 
hot hae honour he could receive from 
me; but thefe fort of expreffions, If 
are ufed as words of courte, Without any 
diftinétion of perfons, or ftudy -of pro- 


p riety. 
C 6 Well, 



























Well, I bowed; and I am fure1 colour- 
ed 5 for indeed I was frightened at the 
thoughts of dancing before fo many people, 
all ftrangers, and, which was worle, with a 

Fabia) however, that we? una ivoidable, 

thoug! n I baked round the room, feveral 

‘ could not fee. one perion that I 

Sage And fo, he took my hand, and led 
e to r 9in. in the dance 

Th he minuets were over before we arrived, 
for we were kept late. by the milliner’s 
making us wait for our things. 

He feemed very defirous of entering into 
converfation with me; but I was 1 feized. with 
fuch a panic, that I could hardly fpeak a 
word, and nothing but the fhame of {fo foon 
changing my mind, prevented my return- 
ing to my feat, and declinine to,dance at 

He appeared to be furprifed at my ter- 
ror, which I believe was but too apparent: 
licneeaes he afked no queftions, though I 
fear he matt think it very { {trange; for I did 
not choofe to tell him it was owing to my 
never before dancing but with a fchool- 
girl. 

His converfation was fenfible and {pirite 
ed; his air. and addrefs were open and 

his ma inners gentle, attentive, and 
xINS 5 his perfon is all -ele- 
cance, 
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gance, and his countenance, the moft ani- 
mated 2 ind exprefiive | have ever feen 

In a fhort time we were joined by Mis 
Mirvan, who ftood next couple to us. But 
how was I ftartled, when fhe whifpered me 
that my partner was a nobleman! This 
save me a new alarm; how will he be pro- 
voked, thought I, when he finds what a 
fimple ruftic he has honoured with. his 
choice !. one whofe ignorance of the world 

nakes her perpetually fear doing fomething 
wrong ! 

That he fhould be fo much my fuperior 
every way, quite difconcerted me; and you 
will fuppofe my fpirits were not much 
raifed, when J heard a lady, in paffing us, 
fay, ““ This is the moft difficult dance I 
ever faw.” 

O dear, then,” cried Maria to her 
partner, “© with your leave, Pll fit down 
till the next.” 

So will I too, then,” cried J, “ for I 
am fure I can hardly. ftand.” 

‘ But you mutt fpeak to your partner 
firft,” anfwered fhe; for he had turned 
afide to talk with fome gentlemen. . How- 
ever, 1 had not fufficient courage to addrels 
him, and fo away we all three tript, and 
feated ourfelves at another end of the room. 

But, unfortunately for me, Mifs Muirvan 
foon after fuffered herfelf to be prevailed 
upon 




































sani itsnl Ea oat 


& 


VJib LVS ei Li 


] : ~ > “17 4 ' fy. r x 
upon to attempt the dance; and yuft as fhe 
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roie to 90, ine cried, My dear, yonder is 
E 4 . J a ais oF 4 + Lo os 7 
your partner, Lord Orville, walking about 
j ’ di ~~ 
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the room in fearch of you. 
ce \rT 2 4. re, ra —~ <> 4B ad Ft Sy 3 } 25 bs 
Don C je€ave me, then, GCdli oir] | i Jn ied 
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T shie Tre wak thltbed In I 
IT; ‘but fhe was obliced to co: And now 
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and begged of her to make my apologies 


CO me oO 
: p a7 
him in excufe for running away? he ae 
either concl ude me a fool, or half mad: for 
any one brought up in the great world, and 
accuftomed to its ways, can have no idea 
of fuch fort of fears as mine. 
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My confufion encreafed when I obferved 
that he was every where feekine me, with 
apparent serplexity and furprife; but when 
at lait, | iaw him move towar¢ 

where [ fat, I was ready to fink with fhame 


and diftrefs, I found it abfolutely impof- 
fible to keep my 1 feat, becaufe I could not 
think of a word'to 4 ay for myfelf, and fo I 
} 
i 


rofe, and walked haftily towards the card- 
room, refolving to ltay wi li 
the reft of the“eveni: 12, : 
at all. But BetOrr I could find her Lord 


d er, 
Orville faw and approached ‘nie 
{ ee 

He begs eed 1 to Know if I was not well? 


You may ealily imagine how much TI was 
embarrafied. -¥ riigale no anfwer. but hune 
% a 


° z ; 5 
my head, like a fool, and looked on my fan 
He 
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He then, with an air the moft refpect- 
fully ferious, afked if he had been fo un- 
happy as to ‘offend th 

** No O, indeed !” cried I: and, in hopes 
of changing the dife ourfe, and preventing 
his further inqu iries, 1 defired to know if 
he had feen the your ine lady who had been 
converfing with m e P 

No;—but would [. honour him with 
any commands to her! 

**O by no means! 

Was there any other perfon with whom 
I wifhed to f} ox : 

I faid 0, befor I knew I had anfwered 


at all. 


3 


Should he have the pleafure of bringing 
me any refrefhment ? 


I bowed, almoft involuntarily. And 
away he flew. 

I was quite afhamed of 
fome, and fo much aédove bute lf as thefe 
feeming airs made me appear ; but indeed I 
was too much confufed to think or act with 
any confiftency. 

If he had not been fwift as lightning, 
E don’t know whether I fhould not have fto- 
len away again; but he returned in a mo- 
ment. When I had drunk a olafs of le- 
monade, he hoped, he faid, that I would 
again honour him with my hand, as a new 
dance was juft begun. 1 had not the preience 
of 
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of mind to fay a fingle word, and fo Tle 
him once more lead me to the place I had 
left. 

Shocked to find how filly, how childihh 

yart I had aéted, my former fears cf 
dancing before fuch a company, and with 
fuch a partner, returned more forcibly thaa 
ever, I fuppofe he perceived my uneafinefy, 
for he intreated me to fit down again, f 
dancing was difagreeable tome. But I was 
quite fatished with the sole | had already 
fhewn, and therefore declined his offer, the’ 
I was really {carce able to ftand. 

Under fuch conicious difadvantages, you 
may ealily imagine, my dear Sir, how illl 
acquitted myfelf, But, though T both ex- 
pected and defe — to find hin n hs much 


mortified and difpleafed at his ill fortune in 


the choice he had made, yet, to my very 
great relief, he appeared to be even con- 
rente sd, and very much affifted and encou: 


1 high life have 


raged me. ‘Theie people in igh 
too much prefence of na | believe, to 
feem difconcerted, or out mit hu nour, how- 
ever they may feel : for had Lees the per. 
fon of the moft confequence in the room, | 
could not have met with more attention anc 
re{pect. 

When the dance was over, feeing me ftill 
very much flurried, he led me to a feat 


faying 
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laying that~he would not fuffer me to fa- 
ticue myfelf from politenefs. 

And then, if my capacity, or even if my 
fpirits had bee n better, in ieee animated a 
coaverfation might I tes ve been engaged ! 
It-was then I faw that the rank of Lord 
Orville was: his leaft recommendation, his 

underftanding and his manners being: far 
more diftingui fhed.. His remarks upon the 
company in general were fo apt, fo juft, fo 
lively, 1 am “almott furprifed myfelf that 
they did not re-animateme,; but indeed I 
wzs too well convinced of the ridiculous 
part I had myfelf played before fo nice an 
obferver, to be able to enjoy his pleafantry: 
fofelf-compaffion gave me feeling for others. 

Yet I had not the courage to attempt either 
to defend them, or to rally in my turn, but 
liftened to him in filent embarrafiment. 

When he found this, he changed the fub- 
ject, and talked of public places, and pub- 
lic performers ; but he foon difcovered that 
I was totally ignorant of them. 

He then, very ingenioufly, turned the 
difcourfe to the amufements and occupa- 
tions of the country. 

It now ftruck me, that he was refolved 
to try whether or not I was capable of 
talking upon any fubject. This put fo great 
a esp finei nt upon my thoughts, that I was 


unable to go further than a monofyllable, 
and. 
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and-not even fo far, when I could poffibly 
avoid 

We were fitting in.this manner, he con- 
verfing with all gaiety ; I looking down with 
all foolifhnefs, when that fop w ho had farft 
aiked me to dance, with a moft ridiculous 
folemnity, appro: ached, and after a profound 
bow or two, faid, “ 1 humbly beg pardon, 
Madam —and of you too, my Lord ,——for 
breaking in upon iuch agreeable converfa: 
tion—which mutt, doubtlefs, be much more 
d¢lechable--than-whatd have the honour to 
offer—but—” 

I interrupted him-—I bluth for my folly, 
-<with laughing; yet I could not help it, 
for, added to the man’s ftately foppithnefs, 
(and he-actually took {nuff between every 
three words) when I looked round at Lord 
Orville, I faw fuch extreme furprife in his 
face,—~the caufe of which appeared fo ab- 
furd, that.I could not for my life preferve 
my gravity. 

I had not Jaughed before from the time 
I had left Mifs Mirvan, and I had much 
better have. cried cheny: Lord Orville ac- 
tually ftared at me; the beau, I know not 
his name » looked quite enrage cd, "© Refrain 
—Madam 1,” (faid he, with an important 
air,) “° a few moments refrain !——I have but 
a dentence to trouble you with—May I 

know 
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know to what accident I muft attribute not 
h av ing the honour of your hand ?” 

‘ Accident, Sir !” repeated I, much 
aftonifhed. 

** Yes, accident, Madam—for furely,— 
I muft take the liberty to obferve—pardon 
me, Madam,—it ought to be no common 
one—that fhould tempt a lady—fo young a 
one too,—to be guilty of ill manners.” 

A confufed idea now for the firft time 

entered my head, of fomething I had heard 
of the rules of an aflembly ; but I was never 
at one before,—I have only danced at 
{chool,—-and fo giddy and neddlefs J was, 
that I had not once confidered the impro- 
ity of refufing one partner, and after- 
wards accepting another, I was thunder- 
ftruck at the recollection: but, while thefe 
thoughts were rufhing into my head, Lord 
Orville, with fome warmth; {aid, “ This la- 
dy, Sir, is incapable of meriting fuch an 
accufation !”’ 

The creature—for I am very angry with 
him,—made a low bow, and with a grin the 
moft malicious I ever faw, ‘“ My Lord,” {aid 
he, “ far be it from me to accufe the lady, 
for having the difcernment to diftinguifh 
and prefer—the fuperior attractions of your 
Luordfhip.” 

Again he bowed, and walked off. 

Was ever any thing fo provoking? I was 
read y 
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ready to die with fhame. ‘“ What a cox- 
comb !”? exclaimed Lord Orville; while ig 
without knowing what I did, rofe haftily, 
and moving off, “‘ I can’t imagine,” cried 
1, “where Mrs. Mirvan has hid herfelf1” 

* Give me leave to fee,’ anfwered he, ] 
bowed and fat down again, not daring to 
meet his eyes; for what muft he think of 
me, between my blunder, and the fuppofed 
preference ? 

Fle returned in a moment, and told me 
that Mrs. Mirvan was at cards, but would 
be glad to fee me; and I went immediately, 
There was but one chair vacant, fo, to my 
great relief, Lord Orville prefently left us. 
i then told Mrs. Mirvan my difafters, and 
fhe good-naturedly blamed herfelf for not 
having better inftruéted me, but faid fhe 
had taken it for granted’ that I muft know 
fuch common cultoms. However, the man 
may, I think, be fatisfied with his pretty 
ipeech, and carry his refentment no farther, 

In a fhort time, Lord Orville returned, 
I confented, with the beft erace-I could, to 
go down another dance, for I had had time 
to recollect myfelf, and therefore refolved to 
ufe fome exertion, and, if poflible, appear 
lefs a fool than I had hitherto done ; for it 
occurred to me that, infignificant as I was, 
compared to a man of his rank and foure, 
yet, fince he had been fo unfortunate as to 

make 








make choice of me for a ‘saunas why 

fhould endeavour to make the eA of it. 
The dance, however, was fhort, and he 
fpoke very li ttle: ; fo I had no op parle ty 
of putting, my refolution in practice, He 
was fatished, I fuppofe, with his former 
fuccefslefs efforts to draw me out: or, ra- 
ther, 1 fancied, he had been inquiring who 
Iwas. This again dif concerted me, and 
the {pirits I had ‘determined to exert, again 
failed me. Tired, afhamed, and mortifie d, 
I begged to fit down till we returned home, 
which we did foon after. Lord Orville did 
me the honour to hand me to the coach, 
talking all the way of the honour / had 

done bim! O thefe fafhionable people ! 
Well, my dear Sir, was it not a ftrange 
evening? . I could not help being thus par- 
ticular, becaufe, to me, eyery thing is {fo 
new. But it is now time to conclude, ] 

am, with all love and duty, 


Your 
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Tuefday, Aprils. 


AHIERE is no end to the troubles 
yf laft night. I have this moment, 


, : Eyer: ek, ames, oe 
between perfuafion and laughter, gathered 


from Maria the moft curious dialogue that 
ever | heard. You will, at firft, be ftartled 
at my vanity; but; my dear Sir, have pa- 
tience ! 

It muft have paffed while I was fitting 
with Mrs. Mirvan in the card-room. 
Maria was taking fome refrefhment, and 
faw Lord Orville advancing for the fame 
purpofe himfelf ; but he did not know her, 
though fhe immediately recolleéted him. 
Prefently after, a very gay-looking man, 
{tepping haftily up to him, cried, ** Why, 
my Lord, what have you done with your 
lovely partner ?” 

"* Nothing !” anfwered Lord Orville, with 
a fmile and. a fhrug. 

* By Jove,” cried the man, “ fhe is the 
moft beautiful creature I ever fawin my life!” 

Lord Orville, as he well might, laughed, 
but aniwered, ie Yes, a pretty modeft-look- 
ing girl.” 
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™ O my Lord !’”? cried theamadman, °° the 
Is an angel |”? 
Piha one one,”” returned he. 

Why ay, oe luord, how ftands fhe as 
to that? ‘She looks.all intelligence and ex- 
prefiion. 

** A poor weak girl !” anfwered Lord 
Or fhaking his head. 
y Jove,” cried the other, “ bam glad 
to hie it!” 


At that moment. the ydious crea- 
ture who had Bain iy TiC Hte ry, 
joined them. Addrefine | vile with 


great refpect, he faid, “1 bee pardon, my 
Lord,—if I was—-as I fear might be: the 
cafe-—rather too fevere in my cenlure of the 
lady who is honoured with your protection 
—but, my Lord, ill-breeding is apt to pro- 
voke a man,’ 

* ll-breeding !” cried my unknown 
champion, “ impoffible! that elegant face 
can never be do vile a mafk !”’ 

** -O Sir, as to that,’’ anfwered he, “* you 
mutt allow me to judge ; for though I pay 
all deference to your opinion—tn’ other 
things,—yet I hope you will-grant—and I 
appeal to your Lordfhip alfo—that I am 
not totally defpicable as a judge of good or 
il} manners. 

* I was fo wholly ignorant,”’ faid Lord 
Orville gravely, “‘ of the provocation you 


migh t 
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might have had, that I could not but be | 
furprifed at your fingular refentment.”” 

‘¢ Tt was far from my intention,” aniwer- 
ed he, “ to offend your Lordfhip; but 
really, for a perfon who is nobody, to give 
herfelf fuch airs,—I own I could not com- 
mand my paflions. For, my Lord, though 
I have made diligent enquiry—I cannot 
learn who fhe 1s.”’ 

‘* By what I can make out,” cried my 
defender, “‘ fhe muft be a country parion’s 
daughter.” 

‘He! he! he! very good, ’pon ho- 
nour!” cried the fop,—‘ well, fo I could 
have fworn by her manners.” 

And then, delighted at his own wit, he 
laughed, and went away, as 1 {uppote, to 
repeat it. 

‘“* But what the deuce is all this?” de 
manded the other. 

‘* ‘Why. a very foolifh affair,” anfwered 
Lord Orville; “‘ your Helen firft refufed 
this coxcomb, and then—danced with me, 
This is.all 1 can gather of it.’ 

O. Orville,” returned he, “‘ you are 4a 
happy man !—But, 7//-bred ?—lI can nevet 
believe it !. And fhe looks too fenfible to be 
ignorant.” | 

: Whether ignorant or mifchievous, I 
will not pretend:to determine, but: certain 
it is, fhe attended to all J could fay to het, 

though 
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though I have really fatigued myfelf with 
fruitlefs endeavours to. entertain her, with 
the moft immoveable gravity ; but no fooner 
did Lovel begin his complaint, than fhe 
was feized with a fit of laughing, firft af- 
fronting the poor beau, and then enjoying 
his mortification,” 

“* Ha! ha! ha! why there’s fome genius 
in that, my Lord, though perhaps rather— 
ruftick.”’ 

Here Maria was called to dance, and fe 
heard no more, 

Now tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever 
. know any thing more provoking? ‘“* 4 
poor weak girl!” °° ignorant or mifchievous 1? 
| What mortifying words! I am refolved, 
_ however, that I will never again be tempted 
to go to an aflembly. I with I had been in 

Dorfetfhire. 

Well, after this, you will not be furprifed 
that Lord Orville contented himfelf with 
an enguiry after our healths this morning, 
_ by his fervant, without troubling himfelf to 
call; as Mifs Mirvan had told me he would: 
but perhaps it may be only a country cuf- 
tom. 

I would not live here for the world, I 
care not how foon we leave town. Lon- 
don foon grows tirefome. I with the Cap- 
tain would come. Mrs. Mirvan talks of 
Vou. I. D the 


























56 EVELIN A. 


the opera for this evening ; however, I am 
very indifferent about it. 


Wednefday morning. 

Well, my dear Sir, I have been pleafed, 
acainit my will, 1-could almoft: fay, for I 
mutt own I went out in very ill-humour, 
which I think you cannot wonder at: but 
the mufic and the finging were charming; 
they foothed me into a pleafure the mot 
orateful, the beft fuited to my prefent difpo- 
“tion in the world, I hope to perfuade Mrs, 
Mirvan to go again on Saturday. fF with 
the opera was every night. It is, of all 
entertainments, the fweeteft, and moft dé 
lightful. Some of the fongs feemed to melt 
my very foul. It was what they call a /e 
rious opera, as the comic firft finger was il. 

To-night we go to Ranelagh. If any of 
thofe three gentlemen who converfed {0 
freely about me fhould be there——but I 
won't think of it. 


Thurfday morning, 


Well, my dear Sir, we went to Rane 
Jagh. Itisa charming place, and the bril- 
liancy of the lights, on my fir entrance, 
made me almoft think 1 was in fome in- 
chanted cattle, or fairy palace, for all looked 
like magic to me. 

The very firft perfon I faw was Lord } 


Orville 
(G. 
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Orville. -I-felt ‘fo ‘confufed !=but he did 
not feeme. After tea, Mrs. Mirvan being 
‘tired, Maria-and I walked round the room 
“alone, ‘Then again we faw him, ftanding 
tby the orcheftra. We, too, ftopt to hear 
ita finger. He bowed to me; I courtfied, and 
tw am fure I-coloured. We foon walked on, 
wihot liking our fituation: however, he did 
minot follow us, and when we paffed by the 
-corcheftra again, he was gone. Afterwards, 
ilin the courfe of the evening, we met him 
tMeveral ‘times, but he was always with fome 
lsparty, and never fpoke to us, tho’ when- 
jever he chanced to meet my eyes, he con: 
(i defcended to bow. 
2 {cannot but be hurt at the opinion he 
lentertains of me. It is true, my own be- 
wMaviour incurred it—-yet he is himfelf the 
fynoft agreeable and, feemingly, the moft 
“gumiable man in the world, and therefore it 
-)s, that 1 am grieved to be thought ill of 
y him: for of whofe efteem ought we to 
ve ambitious, if not of thofe who moft me- 
mult Our own? But it is too late to reflect 
"pon this now. Well, I can’t help its— 
ietowever, I think I have done with affem- 
tiles | 
tt This morning was deftined for /eeing 
\@428, auctions, curious fhops, and fo forth ; 
ut my head ached, and I was not in a hu- 
jour to be amufed, and fo I made them 
0 D 2 go 
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go without me, though very unwillingly, 
They are all kindnels. 

And now I am forry I did not accompany 
them, for I know not what to do with my- 
felf. 1 had refolved not to go to the play 
to-night; but | believe -I fhall. In fhort, 
I hardly care whether I do or not. 

~ 2 * 2 & & * & 


I thought I had done wrong! Mrs, Mit. 
van and Maria have been half the town 
over, and fo entertained t—-while I, like 
fool, ftayed at home to do nothing. And, 
at an auction in Pall-mall, who fhould thy 
meet but Lord Orville! He fat next 0 
Mrs. Mirvan, and they talked a great dal 
together: but fhe gave me no account of 
the converfation. 

I may never have fuch another opportt 
nity of feeing London ; I am quite fony 
that I was not of the party; but I defere 
this mortification, for having indulged my 
ijl-humour. 


Thurfday night, 
We are juft returned from the play, 
which was King Lear, and has made mt 


very fad. We did not fee any body i 
knew. 


Well, adieu, it is too late to write mom 


Friday: 
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Friday. 
Captain Mirvan is arrived. I have not 
{pirits to give an account of his introduc- 
tion, for he has rea illy fhocked me. I do 
not like him. He feems to be furly, vul- 
ear, and difagreeable. 
Almoit the fame moment that Maria was 
ecient to him, he began fome rude jefts 
on the bad fhape of her nofe, and called 
ee a tall, ill-formed thing, She bore it 
with the utmoft good-humour; but that 
kind and fweet-tempered woman, Mrs. 
Mirvan, deferved a better lot. | am amazed 


wii fhe would marry him. 


or my own part, I have been fo fhy, 


mm thatN have hardly fpoken to him, or he to 


me. I cannot imagine why the family was 
fo rejoiced at his return. If he had ipent 


. his whole life abroad, I fhould have iup- 


Z pofed they might nather have os thankful 


than forrowful. However, I hope they do 
not think fo ill of him as I do. At leaft, I 
am fure they have too much prudence to 
make it known. 


Saturday night, 


We have been to the opera, and I am 
{till more pleafed than I was on Tuefday. 
I could have thought mylfelf in paradife, 
but for the continual talki ing of the com- 
pany around me. We fat in ‘the pity where 
D 3 every 
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every body was dreffed in fo high a f{tyle, 
that. if 1 had been lefs delighted with the 
performance, my eyes would have found 
me fufficient entertainment from looking at 
the ladies. 

L was very glad I did not fit next the 
Captain, for he could not bear.the mufic, 
or fingers, and was extremely grofs in his 
obfervations on both. When the opera was 
over, he went into a place called the coffee: 
room, where ladies as well as gentlemen 
affemble. There are all. forts of refrelh. 
ments, and the company walk about, and 
chat with the fame eafe and freedom as in 
@ private room. 

On Monday we go to a ridotto, and on 
Wednefday we return to Howard Grove, 
The Captain fays he won’t ftay here tok 
fmoked with flth any. longer; but, having 
been feven years fimoked with a burning fu, 
he will retire to the country, and fink int 
a fair-weather chap. 

Adieu, my dear Sir, 
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Evelina in continuation. 


Tuefday, April 12 
My dear 5 


Wi came let from the ridotto fo 
late, or rather, fo early, that it was 
not poflible for me to ih Indeed we did 
not go, you will be frightened to hear it,-- 
nll paft eleven o’clock:: but nobody reeg 
A terrible reverfe of the order of nature! 
We fleep with the fun, and wake with the 
moon. 

The room was very magnificent, the 
lichts and decorations were brilliant, and 


- the company gay and fplendid, But 1 


fhould have told you, that I made many 
objections to being of the party, according 
tothe refolution. 1 had formed. However, 
Maria laughed me out of my fcruples, and 
fo, once avain—I went to an affembly. 
‘Mifs Mirvan danced a minuet, but I had 
not the courage to follow her example. In 
our walks I faw Lord Orville. He was quite 
alone, but did not obferve us. Yet, as he 
feemed of no party, I thought it was not 
impoffible that he might join us; and tho’ I 
did not mutch with to dance at all,—yet,.as I 
was more Panera with him than.with any 
D 4, other 
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other pe rfon in the room, J muft own I could 
not he Ipt hinking it would be infinitely more 
defirable to dance again with him, than 
with an entire ftran ger. To be fure, after 
all that had pafled twas very ridic ulous to 
fuppofe iteven probable, t that Lord Orville 
would again honour me with his choice; 
yet lamc ‘ompe elled to confefs my abfurdity, 
by way of explaining what follows. 

Milfs Mirvan was foon engaged ; and, 
prefently after, a very fafhionable, oay- 
looking man, who feemed about 30 years 
of age, addreffed himfelf to me, and beg- 
ced to have the honour of dancing with 
me. Now Maria’s partner was a centleman 
of Mrs. Mirvan’s acquaintance ; for the had 
told us it was highly improper for young 
women to dance with ftrangers, at any 
public affembly. Indeed it was by no 
means my wifh fo to do; yet I did not like 
to confine myfelf from dancing at all; nel 
ther did I dare refufe this gentleman, as I 
had done Mr. Lovel, and then, if any ac- 

uaintance fhould offer, accept. him: and 
{o, all thefe reafons combining, induced’ me 
to tell him-~yet | blufh to write it to you! 
——that I was — engaged ; by which I 
meant to keep myfelf at liberty to dance of 
not, as matters fhould fall out. 

I fuppot e my con{cioufnefs betray red my 
prahice, for he looked at me as if incredu- 

lous ; 
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Jous; and, inftead of being fatisfied with 
my anfwer, and leaving me, according to 
my expectation, he walked at my fide, and, 
with the oreatel tt eafe imaginable, began a 
conve! fatio n, in the free tty ‘le which “only 
belongs to al d and tinea tee ac qu. aintance, 
But, what was moft provoking, he afked 
me a thoufand queftions concerning she 
partner to whom I was engaged. And, at 
laft, he faid, “Is it really poffible that a 
man whom you have honoured with your 
acceptance, can fail to be at hand to profit 
from your goodnels ?” 

I felt extremely foolifh, and begged Mrs 
Mirvan to lead toa feat, w hich “fhe very 
obligingly did. The C aptain | fat next her, 
and, to my great furprife, this sentieman 
thought proper to follow, and feat himielf 
next to me. 

“What an infenfible!’”?. continued he, 
why, Madam, you are mifling the moft 
delightful dance in the world! The man 
muft be either mad, or a fool omen WN hich do 
you incline to think him yourfelf? 

* Neither, Sir,” aniwered I in fome con- 
fufion. 

He begged my pardon for the freedom 
of his fuppofition, faying, “I really, was 
off my guard, from aftonifhment that any 
man can : be much and fo unaccountably 
his own enemy. But where, Madam, can 
D 5 be 
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he poffibly be ?—has he left the room t= 


or has not he been in it?” 

“ Indeed, Sir,” faid I peevifhly,. “I Know 
nothing of him.” 

“1 don’t wonder that you are difconcert- 
ed, Madam, it is really very provoking. 
The beft part of the evening wlP be abfo- 
lutely loft. He deferves not tha: you fhould: 
wait for him,” 

“*-F do not, Sir, 
hot to - 

** Mortifying, indeed, Madam” interrupt- 
ed he, “* a lady to wait for a genileman:—O 
fie'—carelefs fellow!—-what candetain him? 
——W ill you give me leave to feec him ?” 

“If you pleafe, Sir,” anfwered I, quite 
terrified left Mrs. Mirvan fhould attend to 
him, for fhe looked very muchfurprifed at 
feeing me. enter into converfaion with a 
f{tranger. 

“With all my. heart,” cried he; “pray 
what coat has he on?” 

“* Indeed I never looked at i,” 

** Out upon him!” cried he; “* What! 
did he addrefs you 1n a coat not: worth look- 
ing at ?—-What. a fhabby wretch!” 

Flow ridiculous! T’really could not help 
faughing, which, I fear, encouraged him, 
for he went on, 

* Charming ~ creature!——and can you 
really bear ili uface with fo much fweetnefs? 

o—(CUan 


33 


faid I, “ ani I beg you 
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-—Can you, Ake patience-an a mon ument {mile 
in the midft of difappointment!--for my 
paft, though I am not the offended perion, 
my indiznation is fo great, that I long to 
kick the fellow rounds the room 1——unlefs, 
indeed,—(hefitating and looking earneitly 

at me,) unlefs, indeed—it is a. partner of 
your own crea a tl att 

I was dreadfully abafhed,. and could not 
make any an{wer. 

* But no!” cried he,. (again, and with 
warmth,) “‘ it cannot be that you are fo cru- 
el! Softnefs itfelf is pai inted in your ones: —- 
You could not, furely, have the barbarity 
fo wantcn ly to trifle with my mifery.’ 

I turned away from this nonfenfe, with 
real difeaft. Mrs. Mirvan faw my confu- 
fion, bu! was perplexed what to think of it, 
and: I could not explain to her the caufe, 
left the Captain fhould hear me. I Hei: 
fore prosofed to walk, fhe confented, and 
we all role 5 but, would you believe it? 
this man had the affurance to rife too,. and 
walk clole by my fide, as if of'my party! 

“‘ Nov,” cried he, ‘‘I hope we fhall fee 
this ingrate.—Is that Be P?—=pointing to. an 

old man, who was lame, “or that?’ And: 
in this manner he afked me of whoever was 
old or gly in the room. I made no ‘fort 
ef anfwer ; and when he found that Iwas 
refolutely Glent, and walked on, as much 
D 6 as 
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as 1 could, without obferving him, he fud- 
denly ftam xed his foot, and cried out, in 
a paffion, ‘* Fool! idiot! booby ue 
Iturned hattily tow: ard him: “ O Ma- 
dam,” continued he, “ forgive my vehe- 
mence, but I am diftra@ted to think there 
fhould exift a wretch who can flight a blef- 
fing for which I would forfeit my life!—= 
OQ! that I could but meet him !—I would 
foon But I grow angry : pardon me, 
Madam, my paffions are violent, and your 


injuries af affeé&t me |” 

I began to apprehend he was a madman, 
and ftared at him with the utmoft aftonifh- 
ment. “‘I fee you are moved, Madam,” 
faid he, “‘ generous creature !——but don’t 
be alarmed, I am cool again, 1 am indeed, 
——upon my foul lam ved entreat you, mott 
lovely of mortals ! I entreat you to be eafy.” 

‘Indeed, Sir,” faid I very ferioufly, 
“ T muft infitt upon your leaving me; you 
are quite a ftranger to me, and T am both 
unufed, and averte to your language and 
your manners.’ 

[his feemed to have fome effe& on him, 
He>made me a low bow, begged my 
pardon, and vowed he widubd not “for the 
world offend me. 

3 Then, Sir, you mutt leave me,” cried I. 

~~ 1 am» gone, Madam, [ am gone!” 
with.a moit tragical air , anid he marched 

away, 
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| away, a quick pace, out of fight in a mo- 
i ment; but before I had time To conegratu- 
late myfelf, he was again at my elbow. 
DN ** And could you really let me go, and not 
be forry ?——Cuan you fee me fuffer torments 
qi inexpreffible, and yet retain all your favour 
al for that mifcreant who flies you! Pm [J /nerate- 
ful puppy !—J could baftinado him !* 
** For Heaven’s fake, my dear,” cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, “who is he talking of.” 
““Indeed—I do not know, Madam,” 
faid J, ““ but I with he would leave me.” 
** What’s all that there ?” cried the Cap- 
tain. 
The man made a low bow, and faid, 
“ Only, Sir, a flight objection which this 
you ng lady ‘makes to dancing with me, and 
which I am endeavouring to obviate. I fhall 
think myfelf greatly honoured, if you will 
intercede for me.” 


7 S S. hat lady, Sir,” faid the Captain cold- 
nt ly, “is her own miftrefs.”? And he walked 
et tts on. 


“You, Madam,” faid the man, (who 
looked delighted, to Mrs. Mirvan,) “ you, 


oO 
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I hope, will have. the coodnefs to {peak for 
meé.”’ , 

** Sir,” anfwered fhe gravely, “ I have 
not the pleafure of being acquainted with 
you.” 

“1 hope when you have, Ma’am,” — 

ie, 
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he, (undaunted.) “ you will honour me 
with your approbation ; but, while I am 
yet unknown to you, it would be truly ge- 
nérous in you to countenance me; and, I 
flatter myfelf, Madam, that you will not 
have caufe to repent it.” 

Mrs. Mirvan; with an embarrafled air, 
replied, “I do not at all mean, Sir, to doubt 
your being a centleman,—but,——” 

“ But what, Madam ?—that doubt re: 
moved, why a but?” 

“Well, Sir,?? faid Mrs.. Mirvan, (with 
a eood-humoured {mile, ) de will even treat 
you with your own plainnefs, and try what 
effe&t that will have on you: I muft there- 
fore tell you, once for all,—--—” 

“‘O pardon me, Madam !”’ interrupted he 
eagerly, “you muft not proceed with thofe 
words, once for all, no, if F have been too 
plain, and though a man, deferve a rebuke, 
remember, dear ladies, that if you copy, 
you ought, in juftice, to exeufe me.” 

We both ftared at the man’s. ftrange be- 
haviour. 

** Be nobler than your fex,” continued 
he, turning to me, “honour me with one 
dance, and give up the ingrate who has 
merited foill your patience.” 

Mirs. Mirvan looked with aftonifhment 
at us both. “ Who does he fpeak of, my 
dear P--you never mentioned—-—”? 
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“© Madam!” exclaimed he, “* he was 
not worth mentionine——it is pity he was 
ever thought of; but let us forget his 
exiftence. One dance is all I folicit; per- 
mit me, Madam, the honour of this young 
lady’s hand; it will be a favour I fhall ever 
moft gratefully acknowledge,” 

** Sir,” anfwered fhe, “* favours and 
ftrangers have with me no connection.’ 

‘Tf you have hitherto,” faid he, *° con- 
fined your benevolence to your- intimate 
friends, fuffer me to be the firft for whom 

our charity is enlarged.” 

“ Well, Sir, I know not: what to fay to 
you,—~but-—” 

He ftopt her Ju with fo many urgent 
entreaties,. that fhe at laft told me, I muft 
either go down one dance, or avoid his 
importunities by returning ome, I hefi- 
tated which alternative to “chu ; but this 
impetuous man at length prevailed, and I 
was obliged to confent to dance with him. 

And thus was my deviation from truth 
punithed ; and. thus did this man’s deter- 
mined. boldnefs conquer. 

During the dance, before we were too 
much engaged in it for converfation, he 

was extremely provoking about my partner, 
and tried every means in his power to make 
me own that I had deceived him; which, 
though I would not fo far humble myfelf f 
as to. acknowledge, was, indeed, but too 


abvious, Lord 
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Lord-Orville, I fancy, did not dance at 
all; he feemed to have a large acquaint- 
ance, and joined feveral different parties: 
but you will eafily fuppofe I was not much 
pleafed to fee him, in a few minutes atter 
I was gone, walk towards the place I had 
juft left, and bow to, and join Mrs. Mir- 
van | 

How unlucky I thought myfelf, that I 
had not longer withftood this ftranger’s 
importunities! Fhe moment we had gone 
down the dance, I was haftening away from 
him, but he ftopt me, and faid that I could 
by no means return to my party, without 
civing offence, before we had done our duty 
of walking up the dance. As I know no- 
thing at all of thefe rules and cuftoms, I 
was obliged to fubmit to his direétions ; but 
I fancy I looked rather uneafy, for he took 
notice of my inattention, faying, in his 
free way, ““ Whence that anxiety >—Why 
are thofe lovely eyes perpetually averted!” 

“© I wifh you would fay no more to me, 
Sir,” (cried I peevifhly) ** you have already 
deftroyed all my happineis for this even- 
ing.” 

‘© Good Heaven! what is it I have done? 
-—How have I merited this fcorn 2” 

~’ You have tormented me to death; you 
have forced me from my friends, and in- 
truded yourfelf upon me, acain{t my will, 
for a partner.” 


** Surely, 
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*< Surely, my.dear Madam, we ought 
to be better friends, fince there feems to 
be fomething of fympathy in the franknefs 
of our difpofitions.——And yet, were you not 
an angel—how do you think I could brook 
fuch contempt ?”’ 

** If 1 have offended you, cried I, you 
have but to leave me—and O how I with 
you would !” 

““ My dear creature,” (faid he, half 
laughing) “‘ why where could you be edu- 
cated °” 

‘< Where I moft fincerely wifh 1 now 
was |” 

** How confcious you mutt be, all beau- 
tiful that you are, that thofe charming airs 
ferve only to heighten the bloom of your 
complexion !” 

‘* Your freedom, Sir, where you are 
more acquainted, may perhaps be lefs dif- 
agreeable; but to me——" 

** You do me juftice,’”: (cried he, inter- 
rupting me) “ yes, I do indeed improve 
upon acquaintance; you will hereafter be 
quite charmed with me.” 

Hereafter, Sir, I hope I fhall never-—”’ 

““O hufh!—hufh!—have you forgot 
the fituation in which I found youf--Have 
you forgot, that when deferted, I purfued 
you,—when betrayed, I adored you?——out 
for me fe 

*° But 
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“ But for you, Sir, I might, perhaps, 
have been happy.” 

‘© What then, am I to conclude that, 
but for me, your partner would have ap- 
peared '-=poor fellow !—and did my pre- 
fenfe awe him? 

‘‘ I with dis prefence, Sir, could awe 


you |” 
“ Eis prefence !=-perhaps then you fee 


him ?” 

‘“* Perhaps, Sir, I .do;” cried, 1, quite 
wearied of his raillery. 

“< ‘Where ?—-where ?for Heaven’s fake 
fhew me the wretch |” 

“<"Wretch, Sir?” 

‘© O, a very favage!—a fneaking, fhamee 
faced, defpicable puppy !” 

I know not what bewitched me==but 
my pride was hurt, and my fpirits were 
tired, and—in fhort-—I had the folly, look- 
ing at Lord Orville, to repeat, “ De/picae 
ble, you think ?” 

His eyes inftantly followed mine; “* Why, 
13 that the gentleman ?” 

I made no anfwer; I could not affirm, 
and I could not deny; for I hoped to be 
relieved from his teizing, by. his miftake. 

The very moment we had done what he 
called our duty, I eagerly defired to return 
to Mrs. Mirvan. 
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“To your partner, 1 prefume, Madam?” 
faid he, very gravely. 

This quite confounded me; I dreaded 
left this mifchievous man, ignorant of his 
rank, fhould addrefs himfelf to Lord Or- 
ville, and fay fomething which might ex- 
pofe my artifice. Fool! to involve mytelf 
in fuch difficulties | I now feared what I had 
before wifhed, and, therefore, to avoid Lord 
Orville, I was obliged myfelf to propofe 
going down another dance, though I was 
ready to fink with fhame while I fpoke. 

‘© But your partner, Ma’am °” (faid he, 
affe€ting a very folemn air) “perhaps he 
may refent my detaining you: if you will 
give me leave to afk his confent=="" 

Not for the univerfe.” 

** Who is he, Madam °” 

I wifhed myfelf a hundred miles off.. He 
repeated his queftion, °‘* What is his 
mame!” 

** Nothing—-nobody——I don’t know.” 

He affumed a moft important folemnity ; 
“ Flow !—=not know ?—-Give me leave, 
my dear Madam, to recommend this caution 
to you; Never dance in public with a 
ftrangery—=with one whofe name you are 
unacquainted with,—-who may be a mere ad- 
yenturer,—-a man of no chara¢ter,——confi- 
der to what impertinence you may expofe 
yourfelf.” 

Was 
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Was ever any thing fo ridiculous ? I 
could not help laughing, in ipite of my 
vexation. 

At this inftant, Mrs. Mirvan, followed 
by Lord Orville, walked up to us. You 
will eafily believe it was not difficult for 
me to recover my gravity; but what was 
my confternation, when this itrange man, 
deftined to be the fcourge of my artifice, 
exclaimed, *‘ Ha! my Lord Orville!—I 
proteft I did not know your Lordfhip. 
What can I fay for my ufurpation ?-——Yet, 
faith, my Lord, fuch a prize was not to be 
neglected.” 

My fhame and confufion were unfpeak- 
able. Who could have fuppofed or fore- 
feen that this man knew Lord Orville! But 
falfehood is not more unjuftifiable than un- 
fafe. 

Lord Orville—well he might,—looked 
all amazement. 

‘The philofophic coldnefs of your 
Lordfhip,” continued this odious creature, 
““ every man is not endowed with. I have 
ufed my utmoft endeavours to entertain this 
Jady, though I fear without fuccefs;, and 
your Lordthip would not be a little flatter- 
ed, if acquainted with the difficulty which 
attended my procuring the honour of only 
one dance.” Then, turning to me, who 
was finkinge with fhame, while Lord Or- 
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ville ftood motionlefs, and Mrs. Mirvan 
aftonifhed,——-he fuddenly ferzed my hand, 
faying, “ Think, my Lord, what muft be 
my reluctance to refign this fair hand to 
your Lordfhip !” 

In the fame inftant, Lord Orville took 
it of him; I coloured violently, and made 
an effort to recover it. ‘** You do me too 
much honour, Sir, cried he,’ (with an air 
of gallantry, preffing it to his lips before he 
let it go) “* however, I fhall be happy to 
profit by it, if this lady,” (turning to Mrs, 
Mirvan) °° will permit me to feek for her 
party.” 

To compel him thus to dance, I could 
not endure, and eagerly called out, “ By 
no means,—not for the world!—I mutt 
beg 2> 

*€ ‘Will you honour me, Madam, with 
your commands,” cried my tormentor ; 
** may J feek the lady’s parry ?” 

** No, Sir,’’ anfwered I, turning from 
him. 

“© ‘What fdall be done, my dear,” faid 
Mrs. Mirvan? 

** Nothing, Ma’am;-~any thing, I 
mean 3 

‘** But do you dance, or not? you fee 
his Lordfhip waits.” 

** I hope not,—I beg that--I would not 


for the world—I am fure | ought to—to-—” 
I could 
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I could not fpeak; but that ‘confident 
man, determined to difcover whether or 
not I had deceived him, {aid ‘to Lord Or- 
ville, who ftood fufpended, “* My Lord, 
this affair, which, .at prefent, feems per- 
plexed, I will briefly explain;--this lady 
propofed to me another dance,—nothing 
could have made me more happy=I only 
wifhed for your Lordfhip’s permiflion, 
which, if now granted, will, I am_ per- 
fuaded, fet every thing right.” 

I glowed with indignation. *< No, Sir 
{t is your abfence, and that alone, can fet 
every thing right.” 

‘*’ For Heaven’s fake, my dear,” (cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, who could no longer contain 
her furprife,) “‘ what does all this mean? 
were you pre-engaged ?—had Lord Or 
ville——” 

‘* No, Madam, cried I;—only—only 
did not know that gentleman,—and fo,— 
and fo I thought-~1 intended——I—” 

Overpowered by all that had paffed, I 
had not ftrength to make my mortifying 
explanation ;~—-my {fpirits quite failed me, 
and I burft into tears. 

They all feemed fhocked and amazed. 

“ What is the matter, my deareft love?” 
cried Mrs. Mirvan, with thekindeft concern. 

What have I done?” exclaimed myevil 
genius, andran officioufly foraglafs of water. 

However, a hint was fufficient for Lord 

Orville, 
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Orville, who comprehended all I would 
have explained. He immediately led me to 
a feat, and faid; in a low voice, “* Be not 
diftrefled, I befeech you ; I fhall ever think 
my namé honoured by your making ufe of 
it 33 

This politenefs relieved me. A general 

oe SER eer sl NAG Bab ] 
murmur had alarmed Mails Mirvan, wh 
Sew initantly t >. while Lord Orvill 
flew initantly to me; whe Lord Urville, 
the moment Mrs. Mirvan had taken the 
water, led:my tormenter away. 

“Hor Heaven’s fake, dear Madam,” 
<< | : 4 | 
cried I, “let me go home,—indeed I can- 

not ftay here any longer.” 

*¢ Tet us all go,” cried my kind Maria. 

** But the Captain—what will he fay ?— 
I had better go home in a chair.” 

Mrs. Mirvan confented, and I sofe to 
depart. Lord Orville and that man:‘both 
came tome. The firit, with an attention {i 
had but ill merited from him, led me to a 
chair, while the other followed, peftering 
me with apologies. I wifhed to have made 
mine to Lord Orville, but was too much 
afhamed. 

It was about one o’clock. Mrs. Mir- 
van’s fervants faw me home. 

And now,—what again fhall ever tempt 
me to an aflembly? I dread to hear what 
you will think of me, my moft dear and 
honoured Sir: you will need your utmoft 
partiality 
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partiality, to receive me without difplea- 
{ure. 

This morning Lord Orville has fent to 
enquire after our healths: and Sir Clement 
Willoughby, for that, I find, is the name 
of my perfecutor, has called: but I would 
not go down ftairs till he was gone. 

And now, my dear Sir, I can fomewhat 
account for the ftrange, provoking, and fix 
diculous conduét of this Sir Clement laft 
night ; for Mifs Mirvan fays, he is the very 
man with whom fhe heard Lord Orville 
converfing at Mrs. Stanley’s, when I was 
fpoken of in fo mortifying 4 manner. He 
was pleafed to fay he was olad to hear I 
was a fool, and therefore, I fuppofe, he 
concluded he might talk as much nonfenfe 
as he pleafed to me: however, I am very 
‘adifferent as to his opinion ;——but for 
Lord Orville,—if then he thought me an 
idiot, now, I am fure, he muft fuppole me 
both bold and prefuming. Make ufe of 
his name !—what impertinence !—he can 
never know how it happened,—he can only 
imagine it was from an excefs of vanity = 
well, however, I fhall leave this bad city 
to-morrow, and never again will I enter 
it ! 

The Captain intends to take us to-night 
to the Fantocini. 1 cannot bear that Cap- 
tain; I can give you no idea how grois he 

1S. 
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is. I heartily rejoice that he wa not pre- 
{ent at the dilaor ‘eéable conc ea n of ye fter- 


» day’s adventure, for I am fure he would 
1 have contributed to my confufion; which 
w might perhaps have diverted him, as he 
i feldom:or never {miles but at fome other 


perion’s expence. 
And here I conclude my London letters, 
—jand without any regret, for I am too in- 


'|experienced and ignorant to conduct my- 


.felé with propriety in this town, where every 


4 thing is new to me, and many things are 
f unaccountable and Perpiceng. 


a 
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Adieu, my dear Sir ; Heaven reftore m 
fafely to ;you!..1 with I: was: to go imme 
, diately to Sane Hill; yet the with is un- 


“grateful to Mrs.;Mirvan, and therefore I 
r will reprefs it. ..I fhall write an account of 
/the, Fantocini from. Howard Grove. We 


» Wave, not been. to half the public places that 
are now open, though I dare. fay you will 
think we have been to all. But they are 


7 


,almoit as innumerable as the perfons who 


fill them. 
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Evelina in continuation. 


Queen-Ann-ftreet, April ty, 
OW much will.you be furprifed, my 


deareft Sir, at receiving another let. 
ter from London of your Evelina’s writing! 
But, believe me, it was not my fault, 
neither is it my happinefs, that lam full 
here: our journey has been poftponed by 
an accident equally unexpected and dit 
agreeable, 

We went laft night to fee the Fantocin, 
where we had infinite entertainment from 
the performance of a little comedy, i 
French and Italian, by puppets, fo adimi- 
rably managed, that they both aftonifhed 
and diverted us all, except the Captain, 
who has a fixed and‘ mott prejudiced hatred 
of whatever is not Englih. 

When it was over, while we waited fot 
the coach, a tall elderly woman brufhed 
quickly paft us, calling out, “ My God! 
what fhalt I do?” 

“© Why what would you do,” cried the 
Captain. 

“* Ma foi, Monjficur,” anfwered fhe, i} 
have loft my company, and in this place | 
don’t know nobody.” 

There 
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There: was fomething foreign in her ac- 
cent, though it was difficult to. difcover 
whether fhe was an Englifh or a; French 
woman, She was.very well dreffed, :and 
feemed fo entirely at a lofs what to. do, that 
Mrs. Muirvan. propofed to the Captain to 
affift her. 

** Affift her!” cried he, “ ay, with all 
my heart; —-let a-hnk-boy. call. her a 
coach.” 

There was not one to be had,. and it 
rained very faft, 

* Mon. Dieu,’ exclaimed. the ..ftranger, 
what fhall become of me? Fe. fis au déf- 
e[poir.”” 

* Dear Sir,” criec Mifs Mirvan, “* pray 
let us take the poor lady into our coach, 
She 1 18 quite alone,.and. a foreigner.— 

She’ s never the better for that” anfwered 
he:.." fhe may be-a woman of the town, 
for any thing you. know.’ 

“ She does not appeat fuch,” faid Mrs. 
Mirvan, °° and. indeed.fhe feems.fo much 
diftreffed, that we fhall but follow the gol- 
den rule, if we fARy her to her igigece 

“% You are mighty 3 fond of new. acquaint 
ance,’ returned he but firft let us know 
if the be going, our. way.” 

Upon enquiry, we found. that. fhe. lived 
in:Oxtord Road, -and, after fome difputing, 
the. Captain, furlily, and: with a very. bad 
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srace, confented to admit her into his 
coach ; though he foon convinced us, that 
he was determined ‘fhe fhould not be too 
much obliged to him, for he feemed ab- 


folutely bent upon quarrelling with her: 
for which ftrange inhofpitality, I can afhgn 
no other reafon, than that fhe appeared to 
be a ‘foreigner. 

The converfation began, by her telling 


— 


us, that fhe had been in England only two’ 


days; that the gentlemen belonging to her 
were Parifians, and had left her, to fee for 
a hackney-coach, as her own carriage was 
sbroad ; and. that fhe had waited for them 
till fhe was quite frightened, and concluded 
that’ they had loft themfelves. 

“And pray,” faid the Captain, ~ why 
did you’ go to a public place without an 
Enelifhmant?” 

‘Ma foi, Sir,” anfwered fhe, “ becaufe 
none of my acquaintance is in town.” 

‘Why then,” faid~ he, “* Ill tell you 
what; your beft way is to’ go out of it 
yourfelf.” 


6c . 
Pardi, Monfieur,? returned fhe, “ and | 


fo I fhall; for, 1 promife you, I think the 
Enelith’ a- parcel of brutes ;: and Pil go 
back to France as faft’as T can, for I would 
not live among none of you.” | 
a ““ Who wants you?” cried the Captain; 
“* do you fuppofe, Madam French, -we have 
not 
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no ced f for you for to put in your oar,’’ 


** Pick your pockets, Sir! I wifh nobody 
wanted to pi ick your pockets no more than 
Ido; and I’ll promife you, you be fafe 
enough. But there’s no nation under the 
fun can beat the Englifh for ieoolienae 
for my part, I hate, the very fight of them, 


and fo I fhall only juft vifit.a perfon of 
quality Or two, of 1115 particular. acquaint- 

oo ¥ | eS . a ae “7 
ance, and then I fhail go back: again to 
France. 4 


Ay, do,” cried he, “ and then go 
to the ‘devil together, for that’s the fitteit 
voyage for the French and the quality.” 

** We'll take care, however,” cried the 


ftranger, with great vehemen ice, “© not to 
admit none of your vulgar, unmannered 
Englifh among us.” 

"O. never. fear,” (returned he coolly) 
we fhan’t dif [pute the point with you s 
you and the quality may have the devil all 
to yourfelves.” 

Defirous of changing the fubject of a 
converfation which now | became very alarm- 
ing, Mifs Mirvan called out, “ Lord, how 
flow the man drives !” 

** Never mind, Moll,” faid he r father, 
6° Til warrant you he'll drive fatt the to- 


Bi: morrow, 
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eoing to Howard 


To Howard Grove!’’ exclaimed the 
1 | why, mon Dieu, do you know 
Lady HL, OW ar dr 
“Why, what if we do?” anfwered he, 
that’s nothing to you ; the’s none of your 
quality, Pil promife you.’ | 

Who told you that ?” cried the, “ you 
don’t know apices ibout the matter; be- 
fides, you’re the ill-bredeft perfon ever I 
fee : and as to your knowing Lady How. 

rd, I don’t believe no fuch a thing ; ; UN» 
iefs, indeed, you are her fteward.” 

The Captain, _ {wearing terribly, fatd, 
with great fury, “* you would much fooner 
be ta iken for her wafh-woman.” 

*‘ Her wafh-woman, indeed !——Ha, ha, 
ha!—why you han’t no eyes; did you ever 
fee a wafh-woman in fucha gown as this? 
—befides, I?m no fuch mean perfon, for 
I’m. as good as lady Howard, and as rich 
too; and befides, I’m now come to Eng- 
land to vifit her.” 

“You may fpare yourfelf that there 
“trouble,” faid the Caprain, “* fhe has pau- 
pers enough about her already.” 

Paupers, Mr, !——no more a paupet 
than yourfelf, nor fo much neither ;——but 
you. are a low, dirty fellow, and I fhan’t 
‘{toop to take no more notice of you.” 
¢ Dirty 
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** Dirty fellow !”(exclaimed the Captain, 
feizing both her wrifts) “ hark you, Mrs. 
Frog, you’d beft hold your tongue, for ] 
muit make bold to tell you, if you don’t, 
that I fhall make no ceremony of tripping 
you out of the window ; and there you may 
lie in. the-mud till fome of your Monjeers 
come to help you out of it.” 

Their encreafing paffion quite terrified 
us; and Mrs. Mirvan was beginning to 
remonitrate with the Captain, when we 
were all filenced by what follows. 

** set me go, villain that you are, let me 
go, or I’ll promife you Pll get you put to 

rifon for, this ufage;, 1’m no common per- 
fon, I affure you, and, ma foi, Pll go to 
Juftice Fielding about you ; for I’m a per- 
fon of fafhion, and I’ll make you know it, 
or my name? na’t Duval.” 

I heard no more: amazed, frightened, 
and unipeakably fhocked, an involuntary 
exclamation of Gracious Heaven! eicaped 
me, and, more dead than alive, I funk into 
Mrs. Mirvan’s arms. But let me draw a 
veil over a fcene too cruel for a heart fo 
compaffionately tender as yours; it is fuf- 
ficient that you know this fuppofed fo- 
reigner proved to be Madame Duval,—the 
grandmother of your Eyelina ! 
~ Q, Sir, to difcover fo near a relation in a 
woman who had thus introduced. herfelf !— 
EF. 4 what 
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" me, were it not for 
roteétor, my iriend, and ‘my me 


ly extreme coneern, and Mrs. Mirvan’s 
immediately betrayéd me.) “But 
yt fhock you with the manner of her 
sckeinble ledging me, or the bitternefs, the 
grofsnefs—| cannot Otherw fe exprels myfelf, 
'—with which fhe fpoke of thofe unhappy 
paft tranfactions ne ave {fo pathetically 
related to me. All the mifery of a much- 
eels parent, dear, “shough never’ feen, 
egretted, though never known, crowded fo 
fc orcibly upon my memory, t that they #en- 
dered this 9 rview=one only excepted 
the moft afflicting I can ever know. 

When we ihe opt at her lodgings, fhe de- 
fired me to sabe se her into “the houle, 
and faid fhe could eafily procure a room fot 
me to fleep in. Alarmed | and trembling, | 
turned to Mrs. Mirvan. “~ My daughter, 
Madan,” faid that fweet woman, “ cannot 
fo roe gs part with her young friend, 
you mutt allow a little time to wean them 
from each other.” 

“Pardon me, Ma’am,” anfwered Ma- 
dame Duval, (Who) from the time of her 
being known, fomewhat foftened her man- 
seg y** Mifs can’t t poflibly be fo nearly con- 

ected to this child as | am.” 

‘No matter for that,’ cried the Cap- 
tain, 
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tain, who. efpoufed my caufe to fatisfy his 
own pique, ‘though an awkward apolog ry 
had pafied between them) ‘‘ fhe. was fent to 
us, ae f », d’ye fee, we don’t chufe for to 
part rah her.” 

I promifed to wait upon her at what time 
fhe pleafed the next day, and, after a fhort 
debate, fhe defired me to. breakfaft with her, 
and we proceeded to Queen-Ann- ate t. 

What an unfortunate adventure! I could 
not clofe my eyes the whole night. A thou- 
{and times I wifhed J had never left epee 
Hill ; however, my return thither fhall 
accelerated. to the utmoft of my cae 
and, once more in that abode of tranquil 
happine(s, I wiil fuffer no temptation to al- 
lure me paace 

Mrs. Mirvan was fo kind as to accom- 
pany me to Madame Duval’s_houfe. this 
morning. The Captain, too, offered his 
fervice, which I declined, from a fear fhe 
fhould fuppofe I meant to infult her. 

She frowned. moft terribly upon Mrs. 
Mirvan, but fhe received me with as much 


tendernefs as I believe fhe is capable of 


feeling. Indeed, our meeting feems really 
to have affected her ; for whan overcome 
by the variety of emotions which the fight 
of her. occafioned, I almoft. fainted in her 
arms, fhe burft into tears, and faid, *, Let 


me not lofe my poor daughter a fecond 


| ae time!’? 
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time!”? This unexpected humanity foftened 
me extremely; but fhe very foon excited 
my warmeft indignation, by the ungrateful 
mention fhe made of the beft of men, my 
dear, and moft generous benefactor. Howe 
ever, grief and anger mutually gave way to 
terror, upon her avowing the intention of 
her vifiting England was to make me re- 
turn with her to France. This, fhe faid, 
was a plan fhe had formed from the initant 
fhe had heard of my birth, which, fhe pro- 
tefted, did not reach her ears till I muft have 
been twelve years of age; but Monfieur 
Duval, who, fhe declared, was the worft 
hufband in the world, would not permit 
her to do any thing fhe wifhed: he had 
been dead but three months, which had 
been employed in arranging certain affairs, 
that were no fooner fettled, than fhe fet of 
for England. She was already out of 
mourning, for fhe faid nobody here could 
tell how long fhe had been a widow. 

She muft have been married very early 
in life; what her age is, I do not know, 
but fhe really looks to be lefs than fifty. 
She dreffes very gaily, paints very high, and 
the traces of former beauty are ftill very 
vifible in her face. 

I know not when, or how, this vifit 
would have ended, had not the Captain 
calied tor Mrs. Mirvan, and abfolutely in- 

fitted 
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fitted upon my attending her. He is be- 
aoNe, very fuddenly, fo warmly my friend, 

hat I quite dread his offic ioufnefs. Mrs. 
all however, whofe principal ftudy 
feems to be healing thofe wounds which her 
hufband inflicts, appeafed Madame Du- 
val’s wrath, by a very polite invitation to 
drink tea and {pend the ev ening here. .Not 
without great difficulty was the Ca uptain 
prevail: ob upon to defer his journ ey fom 
time longer; but what could be done? 1 
would “ye ve been indecent for me to have 
quitted town the very inftant | difcovered 
that Madame Duval was init; and to have 
ftayed here folely under her protection— 
Mrs. Mirvan, thank Heaven, was too kind 
for fuch a thought. That the fhould fol- 
low us to Howard Grove, I almoft equally 
dreaded ; 1S, therefare. determined that 
we Scinai ce London for fome days, ora 
week: though the C: iptal 1in has declared that 
the old French hag as he is pleafed to call 
her, fhall fare never the bette os it. 

My only hone, is to cet Aes to Berry 
Hill; where, counfelled and fheltered by 
you, | aa have nothing more to fear, 
Adieu, my ever dear and moft honoured 
Sir ! t thal have no happinefs till I am 


again with you ! 
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T. Ed. 1. Bi Ree 
Mr. Villars to Evelina. 


Berry Hill, April 16, 
if the belief and hope that my Evelina 


would ere now have bid adieu to Lon- 
don, I had intended to have deferred writ- 
ing, till I heard of her return to Howard 
Grove; but the letter I have this. moment 
received, with intelligence of Madame 
Duval’s arrival in. England, demands an 
immediate an{wer. 

Her journey hither equally grieves and 
alarms me: how much did I pity my child, 
when I read of a difcovery at once fo un- 
expected and unwifhed! I have long dread 
ed this meeting and its confequence; to 
claim you, feems naturally to follow ac- 
knowledging you: I am well acquainted 
with her difpofition, and have for many 
years forefeen the conteft which now threat- 
ens us. ; 

Cruel as are the circumftances of this 
affair, you muft not, my love, fuffer it to 
deprefs your fpirits ; remember, that while 
dife is lent me, [ will devote it to your fer- 
vice; and, for future time, I. will make 
fuch provifion as fhall feem to me mot 
conducive to your future happinefs. Se 
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cure of my protection, and relying on my 
tendernefs, let no apprehenfions of Madame 
Duval Stier your peace; condu¢t your- 
elf towards her with all the refpect and 
deference due to fo near a relation, remem- 
bering always, that the failure of duty on 
her part, can by no means juftify any ne- 
oleét on yours: indeed, the more forcibly 
you are {truck with improprieties and mif- 
conduct in another, the greater fhould be 
your obfervance and diligence to avoid even 
the fhadow of fimilar errors. Be careful, 
therefore, that no remiffnefs-of attention, 
no indifference ‘of obliging, make» known 
to. her the independence I affure you of; 
but when fhe fixes the time for her leaving 
England, truft to me the tafk of refufing 
your attending her: difagreeable to myfe lf 
I ewn it will “be, yet to you, it would be 
improper, if not impoffible. 

In- regard. to her opinion of me, I am 
more forry than furprife d at her determined 
blindnefs ; the palliation which fhe feels the 
want of, for her own conduét, leads her to 
feek for failings in all who were concerned 
in thofe unhappy tranfactions which fhe has 
fo much reafon to lament. And this, as it 
is the caufe, fo we muft, in-fome meafure, 
confider it as the excufe of her invete- 
racy. 

How grateful to me are your wifhes tg 
return 
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|! your lengthened flay 
jn London, and the diffipation in which 
find you are involved, fill me with uneafi- 
nefs: | mean not, however, that I would 
have you fequefter yourfelf “from the party 
to which you. belong, fince Mrs. Muirvan 
might thence infer a reproof which your 
youth and her kindnefs would render: inex+ 
cufable, © ¥ will not,. therefore, enlarge up- 
on this fubject, but content myfelf with 
telling you, that I fhall heartily rejoice when 
I hear of your fafe arrival-at Howard Grove,. 
for which place I hope you will be prepare 
ing at the time you receive this letter. 

{ cannot too much thank you, my beft 
Evelina, for the minutenefs of your com- 
munications ; continue to me this indul- 
gence, for-I {hould be miferable if in. ignos 
rance of your proceedings. 

How new to. you is the feene of life in 
which you are now engagéed,-—balis—plays 
—operas—ridottos—Ah, my child! at your 
return hither, how will you bear the change? 
My heart trembles for your future tran 
quillity.—Yet I will hope every thing from 
the unfullied whitenefs of your foul, and the 
native livelinefs of your difpofition. 

Lam furel need not fay, how much more 
I was pleafed with the miftakes of your in- 
experience at the private ball, than with 
ghe attempted adoption of more fafhionable 
manners 
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manners at the ridotto. But your confufion 
and mortifications were fuch as to entirely 
filence all reproofs on my part. 

I hope you will fee no more of Sir Cle- 
ment Willoughby, whofe converfation and 
boldnefs are extremely difguftful to me. I 
was gratified by the good-nature of Lord 
Orville, upon your making ufe of his name, 
but I- hope you will never again put it to 
fuch a trial. 

Heaven blefs thee, my dear child, and 
erant that neither misfortune nor vice may 
ever rob thee of that gaiety of heart which, 
refulting from innocence, while it confti- 
tutes your own, contributes alfo to the feli- 
city of all who know you! 

ARTHUR VILLARS, 
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Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Queen-Ann-ftreet, Thurfday morning, April 14. 


E FORE our dinner was over yefter- 
day, Madame Duval came to tea: 
though it will leffen your furprife, to hear 
that it was near five o’clock, for we never 
dine till the day is almoft over. She was 


afked into another room, while the table was 
cleared, 
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cleared, and then was invited to partake of 
the defert. 

She was attended by a French gentleman, 
whom fhe introduced by the name of Mon- 
Geur Du Bois: Mrs. Mirvam received them 
both with her ufual. politenefs ;, but the 
Captain looked very much difpleafed, and, 
after a fhort filence, very fternly. faid to 
Madame Duval, “* Pray who afked. you to 
bring that there fpark with you 2” 

“©,” cried she, “* L never go.no-where 
without him.” 

Another fhort filence enfued, which was 
terminated by the Captain’s turning roughly 
to the foreigner, and, faying,....Do you 
know, Mon/eer, that you’re the firft French- 
man I ever let.come.into my houfe >” 

Monfieur Du Bois made a profound bow. 
He {peaks no Englifh, and_underftands. it 
fo imperfectly, that he might, poffibly, 
imagine he had received a compliment. 

Mrs. Mirvan endeavoured to divert the 
Captain’s ill-humour, by ftarting new fub- 
jects ; but he left to her all the trouble of 
fupporting them, and leant “back in his 
chair in gloomy filence, except when any 
opportunity offered of uttering fome farcafm 
upon the French. Finding her, efforts to 
render the evening agreeable were fruitlels, 
Mrs. Mirvan propofed a party to Rane- 
lach, Madame Duval joyfully confented 
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to it,):and the Captain, though he railed 
again{t the diffipation of the women, did not 
oppofe ity and’ therefore Maria and I ran 
up ftairs to drefs ourfelves. 

Before we were ready, word was brought 


US, that Sir Clement W1 illoughby was pn 
the drawing-room. . Ele introduced himfelf 
under. the. pretence of enquiring after all 


our healths, and entered the room with the 
eafy air of an old acquaintance; though 
Mrs. Mirvan confeffes that he feemed-em- 
barraffed, when he found how coldly he 
was received, not only by the Captain, but 
by herfelf, 

I was extremely difconcerted at. the 
thoughts of feeing this man again, and did 
not go down {ftairs till I was called to tea. 
He was then deeply engaged in a difcourfe 
upon French manners with Madame Duval 
and the Captain, and the fubje¢t feemed fo 
entirely to engrofs him, that | he did-not, at 
firft, obferve: my) entrance into the room. 
Their converfation was Gasrcnaed with 
great vehemence; the Captain -roughly 
maintaining the fupe riority of the Englifh 
in every par ticular, and Madame Duval 
Ww arm] y refufing to allow of itin any; while 
Sir Glement:exerted all jhis powers of argu- 
ment and. of-ridicule to fecond and ftrength- 
en whatever was advanced by the Captain : 

for he had the fagacity to difcover, that he 
could 
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could take no method fo-effectual for mak- 
ing the mafter of the houfe his friend, as 
to make Madame Duval his enemy: and 
indeed, in a very fhort time, he had reafon 
to congratulate himfelf upon his fuccefstul 
difcernment. 

As foon as he faw me, he made a moft 
refpeétful bow, and hoped I had not fut 
féred from the fatigue of the ridotto: I 
made no other anfwer than a flight inclina- 
‘tion of the head, for 1.-was.wety much 
afhamed of that whole affair. He then re 
turned tothe difputants, where he managed 
the argument fo fkilfully, at once provok- 
ing Madame Duval, and delighting the 
Captain, that ] could not forbear admiring 
his addrefs, though I condemned. his {ub- 
tlety. Mrs. Mirvan, dreading fuch violent 
antagonifts, attempted frequently to change 
the fubject,; and the might have fucceeded, 
but for the interpofition of Sir Clement, 
who would not fuffer it to be given up, and 
fupported it with fuch humour and fatire, 
that he feems to have won the Captain's 
heart; though their united forces fo enraged 
and overpowered Madame Duval, that the 
really trembled with paffion. 

I was very glad when Mrs. Mirvan faid 
it was time to be gone. Sir Clement arole 
to take leave, but the Captain very Cor 
dially invited him to join our party : he bad 

an 
































ari 


~~ 
mo Vo 4 NA: 91 


an engagement, he faid, but would give it 
up to have that pleafure. 

Some little confufion enfued in regard to 
our manner of fetting off: Mrs. Mirvan 
offered Madame Duval a place in her coach, 
and ~propofed that we four females fhould 
90 all together: however, this fhe rejected, 
declaring fhe would by no means go fo far 
without a gentleman, and wondering fo 
polite a lady could make jo Englifh a 
propofal. Sir Clement Willoughby faid 
his chariot was waiting at the ‘door, and 
begeed to know if it could be of any 
ufe. It was, at laft, decided, that a hack- 
mey-coach fhould be called for Monfieur 
Du Bois and Madame Duval, in which the 
Captain, and, at his requeft, Sir Clement, 
went alfo; Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan and I 
hada peaceful and comfortable ride by our- 
felves. 

I doubt not but they quarrelled all 
the way; for when we met at Ranelagh, 


every one feemed out of humour: and, 


though we joined parties, poor Madame 
Duval was avoided as much as poffible by 
all but me. 

The room was fo very much crowded, 
that, but for the uncommon affiduity of Sir 
Clement Willoughby, we fhould not have 
been able to procure a box (which is the 
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name given to the arched receffes. that are 

appropriated for tea-parties) till half the 
company.had retired. . 4is we were taking 
poffeffion of our places, iome ladies of Mrs, 
Mirvan’s acquaintance ftopped to {peak to 
her, and periuaded her to take a round with 
them. When fhe returned to us, what 
was my furprtife, to fee that. Lord Orville 
had joined her party! The ladies walked 
on; Mrs. Mirvan feated herfelf, and made 
a flight, though refpectful, invitation to 
Lord Orville to drink his. tea with us, 
which, to my no fmall. confternation, he 
accepted. 

I felt a confufion. unfpeakable at again 
_feeing him, from the recollection of the th 
dotto adventure: nor did my fituation le- 
fen it, for I was feated between Madame 
“Duval and Sir Clement, who feemed 
little as myfelf to defire Lord Orville’s prt 
fence. Indeed, the. continual wrangling and 
ill-breeding of Captain Mirvan and M2. 
dame Duval, made me blufh that I belong: 
ed to them. And poor Mrs, Mirvan and | 
her amiable daughter had ftill lefs reafon to 
be fatisfied. ; 

A general filence enfued after. he wa 
feated : his appearance, from different mo- 
tives, gave a univerfal reftraint to evety] 
body. What his own reafons were for ho- 
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nouring’ us “with his company, I cannot 
imagine, unlefs, indeed, he hada ea ofity 
to know whether I fhould invent any new 
impertinence concerning him. 

The firft fpeech was made by Madame 
Duval, who faid, “* It’s quite a fhocking 
thing to fee ladies come to fo genteel api. ace 
ds Ranelach with hats*on’ it has a ‘mon- 
{trous vulgar look :I can’t think whatthey’ 
wear theny for, There’s io’ fuch a thihe 
to be feen in Paris.” 

Indeed,” cried Sir Clement, “‘ I mutt 
own myfelf no advocate for hats; I am 
forry the ladies ever invented or adopted fo 
tantalizing a fafhion ; for, whete there is 
beauty, they ronly ferve to fhade tt, and where 
there is none, to excite a moft unavailing 
curiofity, I fancy they were originally worn 
by fome young and whitmfical ¢oquet.” 

“ More likely,” anfwered the Captain, 

** they were invented by fome wrinkled old 
hae, who'd a mind for to keep the young 
fellows in “chace, let them be‘'never ‘fo 
wear 

I don’t--know what you ‘may ‘do in 
England,” cried Madame Duval, “ but I 
know in Paris no woman need 'n’t be at fuch 
a trouble as that, to be taken very genteel 
notice of.” eS 

“Why, will yow pretend for to fay,” ‘re- 
turned the Captai n, ** that they don’t dif 
tinguifh 
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tinguifh the old from: the young there.ag 
well as here ?” 

‘© They. don’t make no diftinguifhments 
at all,” faid fhe; *° they’re vaitly too po- 
lite.”’ 

‘¢ More fools, they. !”” cried the Captain, 
{neeringly. | 

“ Would to Heaven,” cried Sir Cle 
ment, “‘ that; for ourrown fakes, we Eng: 
lifhmen.too were bleft with fo accommo. 
dating a blindnefs !” 

“‘ Why the devil.do you make fuch a 
prayer as that ?’”?. demanded the Captain : 
“© them are the firft foolifh words I’ve heard 
you, fpeak ; but I fuppofe you’re not much 
ufed to, that fort of work. Did you ever 
make a prayer before, fince you were a 
{niveler ?”’ 

“Ay, now,” cried’ Madame Duyal, 
‘¢ that’s another of the unpoliteneffes of you 
Englith, to.go to talking of fuch things. 4s 
that: now in.Paris, nobody, never fays no 
thing about religion, no. more than about 

olitics.” 

‘* Why then,” anfwered.he, “ it’s a fign 
they.take:no more careof their fouls, than 
of their.country, and fo.both one and t@ 
ther go to.old Nick,” 

“* "Well, if they do,” faid fhe,“ whos 
the worfe, fo. long as they don’t fay nothing 
about. it? it’s the tirefomeft. thing in the 
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world: to be always talking of them fort of 
things, and nobody that’s.ever. been abroad 
troubles their heads about them.” 

‘Pray then,’ cried the.Captain; “ fince 
you know: fo. much of the matter, be fo good 
as to tell us what they do trouble their heads 
about ?—hay, Sir Clement! ha’n’t we a 
right to. know that much ?”’ 

A. very: comprehenfive queftion,”’ {aid 
Sir Clement, “*' and. I expeét much inftruc- 
tion from the lady’s aniwer.” 

** Come, Madam,” continued the Cap- 


gi tain, “never flinch ;. fpeak atonce; don’t 


{top for thinking.” 
*‘.T afflire you I am-not going,” anfwered 
fhe ; **» for as to, what they do do, why 


« they’ve enough to do, I promife you, what 


with one thing or another,” 
** But what, what do they. do, thefe fa- 


. mous Monfeers ??? demanded the, Captain ; 


ee 


can’t you tell. us? do they game for 


ix drink ?—or fiddle ?-—-or are they jockies '-—= 
YJ 


¢ {i 


nj Or do they fpend all their time in lummer- 


~ 
p?? 


ing: old women 
“* As to that, Sir,——but indeed I fhan’t 
trouble: myfelf to anfwer fuch a parcel of 


, low queftions, fo don’t afk me no more 


about it.” And,then,; to my great vexa- 


; tion, turning. to. Lord. Orville, fhe faid, 
i“ Pray, Sir, was you, ever in,Paris ?” 


He only bowed. 
*° And 
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<< And pray, Sif, how did you like it?” 

This comprebenfive queftion, as Sir Cle- 
ment would have called it, though it made 
him {mile, alfo made him hefitate; how- 
éver, his anfwer was expreflive of his ap- 
probation. 

“7 thought you ‘would: likeat, Sir, be- 
caufe you look fo like a centleman.owis to 
the Captain, and’ as to that other gentle 
man, why they may very well not like what 
they don’t, know: for 1 fuppofe, Sir, you 
was never abroad ?” 

“Only three years; Ma’am,’’- anfwered 
Sir Clement, drily. 

cowVell, that’s very furprifing! I fhould 
sever have thought it : however, 1 dare fay 


you only kept company with the Englifh” 
“© Why pray, who fhould he keep. coms 
pany with?” cried the Captain: °° what, | 
fuppofe you'd have him afhamed of his owm 
nation, like fome other people, not a thou: 
{and milesoff, on purpofe to make his own 
nation afhamed of him ?” 
“Tm fure it wou’d be a very good thing 
if you'd go-abroad yourfelf.” x 
“/ tow will you make out that, hay, 
Madam? ‘come,’ pleafe’ to tellomes whert 
wou'd be the good of that ???- — 
Where ! ‘why a» great deal. They? 
make quite afiother’ perfon of you.” 
‘Sf What, I fuppofe you’d have me learn 
te 
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" to cut capers f=-and drefs like a monkey ? 
\ and palaver in French gibberith ?—hay, 


“> 


' would you ?>—And powder, and daub, and 


make myfelf up, like fome other folks 2” 
“ I would have you learn to be more 
politer, Sir, and not to talk to ladies in 


i fuch a rude, old-fafhion way as this. You, 


4 Sir, as have been in Paris” (again addrefi- 
i ing herfelf to Lord Orville) “* can téll this 


_— —_ * 


ti Enelifh gentleman how he’d be defpifed, if 
» he was to talk in fuch an ungenteel manner 


as this, before any foreigners. Why there 


ie4S n’t a hair-dreffer, nor a fhoe-maker, nor 


»—- 


nobody, that would n’t blufh to be in your 


} Company.” 


~ Why look ye, Madam,” anfwered the 


Captain, ““ as to your hair-pinchers and 
lh ? B 

7 bet Seats 
sifhoe-blacks, you may puff off their man- 


‘ners, and welcome; and J.am heartily olad 
“you like ’em fo well; but as to me, fince 
you muit needs make fo free of your advice, 


~~» 


"Vor, I, I 


1 mutt e’en tell you, I never kept company 
with any fuch gentry.” 


~ Come, ladies and gentlemen,” faid 


Mrs. Mirvan, “as many of you as have 
, done tea, I invite to walk with me.’? Maria 
and I {tarted: up inftantly; Lord Orville 
‘followed ; and I queftion whether we were 
ot half round the room ere the angry dif. 
putants knew that we had left the box. 


As the hufband of Mrs. Mirvan had 
: borne 

































Horne fo large a fhare in this difagreeable al. 
tercation, [ord Orville forbore to make 
any comments upon it; fo that the fubjedt 
was immediately dropt, and the converfa- 
tion becaine calmly fociable, and politely 
chearful, and, to every body but me, mult 
have been highly agreeable :—but, as to 
myfelf, 1 was fo eagerly defirous of making 
fome apology to Lord Orville for the im- 
pertinence of which he muft have thought 
me guilty at the ridotto, and yet fo utterly 
unable to affume fufficient courage to fpeak 
to Him concérning an affair in which I had 
{> terfibly €xpofed myfelf, that I hardly 
ventured to fay a word all the time we were 
walking. Befides, the knowledge of his 
contemptuous opinion, haunted and difpt- 
rited me, and made me fear he’ might pol- 
fibly mifconftrue whatever I fhould fay. so 
that, far from enjoying a converfation which 
might, at any other time, have delighted 
me, I continued filent, uncomfortable, and 
athamed. O Sir, fhall I ever acain involve 
: > : © 
aiiyfelf in fo foolifh an embarrafiment ? | 
ain fure that if I do, I fhall deferve ye 
préater mortification. 

We ‘were not joined by the reft of the 
party till ‘we had taken three or four turns 
round the room, and then, they were fo 
quarreliome, that Mrs. Mirvan complained 
of “béing fatigued, and ‘propofed going 
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home. No one diffented. Lord Orville 
joined another party, having firft made an 
offer of his fervices, which the gentlemen 
declined, and we proceeded to an outward 
room, where we waited for the carriages. 
It was fettled that we fhould return to town 
in the fame manner we came to Ranelagh, 
and, accordingly, Monfieur Du Bois hand- 
ed Madame Duval into a hackney-coach, 
and was juft preparing to follow her, when 
fhe fcreamed,; and jumpt haftily out, de- 
claring {he-was wet through all her clothes, 
Indeed, upon examination, the coach was 
found to be in a difmal condition ; for the 
weather provéd very bad, and the rain had, 
though I know not how, made its way into 
the Carriage. 

Mrs, and Mifs Mirvan, and myfelf, were 
already difpofed of as before; but no fooner 
did the Captain hear this. account, than, 
without any ceremony, he was fo civil as to 


} immediately take pofieffiont of the vacant 


feat in his own coach, leaving Madame Du- 
val and Monfieur Du Bois to take .care of 
themfelves. Asto Sir Clement Willough- 
by, his own chariot was in waiting. 

I inftantly begged permiffion to offer 


i’ Madame Duval my own place, and made a 


‘motion to get out; but Mrs. Miryan ftop- 
i) ped me, faying that I fhould then be ob- 
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lized to return to town with only the fo- 
reioner, or Sir Clement, 

* © never mind the old Beldame,” cried 
the Captain, ~ fhe’s weather-proof, [ll an- 
fwer for her; and befides, as we are all, I 
hope, Englifb, why fhe’ll meet with no worfe 
than fhe expects from us.” 

‘IT do not mean to defend her,” faid 
Mrs. Mirvan; “‘ but indeed, as fhe belongs 
to our party, we cannot, with any decency, 
leave the place, till fhe is, by fome means, 
accommodated.” 

“© Lord, my dear,” cried the Captain, 
whom the diftrefs of Madame Duval had 
put into very good humour, “ why hell 
break her heart, if fhe meets with any Civi- 
lity from a filthy Englifhman.” 

Mrs. Mirvan, however, prevailed, and 
we all got out of the coach, to wait till 
Madame Duval could meet with fome bet- 

ter carriage. We found her, attended by 
Monfieur Du Bois, ftanding amongft the 
fervants, and very bufy in wiping her neg- 
ligee, and endeavouring to fave it from 
being ftained by the wet, as fhe faid it was 
anew Lyons filk. Sir Clement Willough- 
by offered her the ufe of his chariot, but 
ihe had been too much piqued by his rail 
lery to accept it. We waited fome time, 
but in vain, for no hackney-coach could be 
procured, ‘T’he Captain, at laft, was per 
fuaded 
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fuaded to accompany Sir Clement himfelf. 
and we four females were handed into! Mrs. 
Mirvan’s carriage, though not before Ma- 
dame Duval had infifted upon our making 
room for Monfieur Du Bois, to which the 
Captain only ccnfented in preference to 

eing incomimoded by him in Sir Clement’s 
chariot. 

Our party drove off firft. We were fi- 
lent and unfociable ; for the difficulties at- 
tending this arrangement had made every 
one languid and faticued, Unfociable, | 
muift own, we continued ; but very fhort 
was the dubition of our Giente. as we had 
not proceeded thirty yards, before every Voice 
was heard at once,—for the coach broke 
down! I fuppofe we concluded of courte, 
that we were all half killed, by the violent 
fhrieks that feemed to come from every 
mouth. The chariot was ftopped, the fer- 
vants came to our affiftance, and we were 
taken out of the carriage, without hav- 
ing been at all hurt. The night was dark 
and wet; but I had fcarce touched the 
eround, when I was lifted fuddenly- from 
it, by Sir Clement Willoughby, who bee- 
ped permiflion to affift me, though he did 
not wait to have it oranted, but Carried me 
in his arms back to Ranelagh. 

He enquired very earneftly if I was not 
hurt by the accident? I affured him I was 

F 3 perfectly 
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perfectly . fafe, and free from injury, and 


defired he would leave me, and return to 
the reft of the party, for I was very unealy 
to know whether they had been. equally 
fortunate. He told me he was happy in 
being honoured with my. commands,, and 
would joyfully execute them; but infifted 
upon firft conducting me to a warm room, 
as I had not wholly efcaped being wet, He 
did not regard my objections, but made me 
follow him to an apartment, where we 
found an excellent fire, and. fome company 
waiting for carriages. I readily accepteda 
feat, and then begged he would go. 

And go, indeed, he did; but he returned 
in a moment, telling me that the rain was 
more violent than ever, and that he had 
fent his fervants to offer their affiftance, and 
acquaint the Mirvans, of my fituation, EF 
was very mad that he would not go him- 
felf ; but as my acquaintance with him was 
fo very flight, I did not think proper to 
urge him contrary to his inclination. 

Well, he drew a chair clofe to mine, and, 
after again enquiring how I did, faid, ina 
Jow voice, ““ You will pardon me, Mifs 
Anville, if the éagernefs I feel to vindicate 
myfelf, induces me to {natch this oppor 
tunity of making fincere acknowledgments 
for the impertinence with which I tormented 
you at the laft ridotto. I can affure you, 
Madam, 
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Madam, I have. been a true and forrowful 
penitent ever fince; but—fhall I tell yon 
zonefly what encouraged me to———” 

He. ftopt; but I faid nothing, for I 
thought inftantly of the converfation Mifs 
Mirvan had. overheard, and fuppofed. he 
was going to tell me himfelf what part Lord 
Orville had borne in it; and really.I did 
not wifh to.hear it repeated. Indeed, the 
ret of his fpeech convinces me that, fuch 
was his intention; with what view, I know 
not, except to make a merit of his defend- 
ing me. 

"> Andsyet,” he.continued, “ my excufe 
may only expofe my own credulity, and 
want, of judgment and penetration. I will, 
therefore, merely befeech your pardon, and 
hope that fome future time—-—”’ 

Jufh then, the door was opened by Sir 
Clement’s fervant, and I had the pleafure 
of feeing the Captain, Mrs. and. Mifs Mir- 
yan, enter the room. 

” O-ho,?? cried the former, “ you have 
got a good. warm birth here; bur we. fhall 
beat.up your quarters. Here, Lucy, Moll, 
come to the fire, and dry. your trumpery. 
But, hey-day,—why where’s old Madani 
French, ?”? 

" Good God,’’ cried I, “* is. not Madame 
Duval. then with you?” 

* With me! No,-—thank God.” 

F 4 I was 
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I was very uneafy to know what might 
have become of her, and, if they would 
have fuffered me, I fhould have gone out 
in fearch of her myfelf; but all the fervants 
were difpatched to find her, and the Cap- 
tain faid we might be very fure her French 
beau would take care of her. 

We waited fome time without any tid- 
ings, and were foon the only party in the 
room. My uneafinefs encreafed fo much, 
that Sir Clement now made a voluntary of- 
fer of feeking her. However, the fame 
moment that he opened the door with this 
defien, fhe prefented herfelf at it, attended 
by Monfieur Du Bois. 

** I was this inftant, Madam,” faid he, 
coming to fee for you.” 

** You are mighty good, truly,” cried 
fhe, ‘** to come when all the mifchief’s 
over,” 

She then entered,—in fuch a condition! 
—entirely covered with mud, and in fo 
ereat a rage, it was with difficulty fhe could 
ipeak. We all expreffed our concern, and 
offered our affiftance,—except the Captain; 
who no fooner beheld her, than he burft 
into 4 loud laugh. 

We endeavoured, by our enquiries and 
condelements, to-prevent her attending to 


him; and fhe was, for fome time, fo wholly 


ae 
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engrofied by her anger and her diftrefs, that 


we 
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we fucceeded without much trouble. We 
begged her to infor mus how this accident 
had “hi: ippened. “ How !” repeated fhe,— 

why it was all along of your all goin: 
away,—and there poor Monfieur Du Boi 
—but it was n’t his fault,—for he’s as bad 
off as me.” 

All eyes were then turned to Monfieur 
Du Bois, whofe clothes were os the fame 
miferable pire ryht with thofe of Madame 
Duval, and w “Ho, wet, fives: and dif- 
con folate, had crept to the fire. 

The Captain laughed yet more ‘heartily ; 
while Mrs. Mirvan, afhamed of his rude- 
nefs, repeated her enquiries to Madame 
Duval; who anfwered, ** Why, as we were 
a-coming avae? all in the rain, Monfieur 
Du Bois: was fo obliging, though I’m fure 
it was an unlu cky obliginenefs for me; as 
to lift me up in his arms, to carry me over 
a place that was ancle-deep in mud but 
inftead of my being ever the better for ‘it, 
juft as we were in the wortft part,—I’m fure 
I wifh we had been fifty miles off,—for, 
fomehow or other, his foot flipt, —at leaft, 
1 fuppofe to, —though I can’t think how’ it 
happened, for I’m no fuch creat weight 
‘but, however that was, down we both.cante 
together, all in the nvud!s and the more we 
tried to eet up, the more deeper we gat 
covered with the naftinefs—and my new 
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Lyons. negligee, too,. quite fpoilt how- 
ever, it’s well we got up at all, for we 
might have laid there till now, for aught 
you all cared ; for nobody never came near 
us.” 

This. recital. put the Captain into. an.ex= 
tacy ; he went from the lady to the gentle- 
man, and from the gentleman to the lady, 
to. enjoy alternately the fight of their dif- 
trefs. He really fhouted with pleafure ; and. 
fhaking Monfieur Du Bois ftrenuoufly by 
the hand, wifhed him joy. of -having. touched 
Englifh ground, and then he. held a candle 
to Madame Duval, that he might have a. 
more complete view of her difafter, declar- 
ing repeatedly, that he had never been bet- 
ter pleafed in his life. 

The rage of poor Madame Duyal was. 
unfpeakable, fhe dafhed the candle out of 
his hand, ftamped. upon the floor, and, at 
laft, fpat, in his face. 

This a€tion feemed immediately to calm 
them both, as the joy of the Captain was 
converted into refentment, and the wrath of 
Madame Duval into fear; for he put his 


hands. upon: her. fhoulders, and. gave her fo. 
violent a fhake, that fhe fcreamed out for 


help; affuring her, at the fame time, that 
if fhe had been. one ounce lefs old, or lels 
ugly, fhe fhould haye had it all. returned 
on her own face. | 


Monfieur 
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Monfieur Du Bois, who had feated him- 
felf very quietly’ at the fire, approached 
them, and expoftulated very warmly with 
the Captain; but he was neither underftood 
nor reearded, and Madame Duval was not 
releafed, till fhe quite fobbed. with. paf- 
fion. 

When they. were parted,. I entreated her 
to permit the woman who has the charge 
of the ladies cloaks:to. affift in drying her 
clothes; fhe confented,. and: we did what 
was poflible to fave her from catching cold. 
We were obliged to wait in this difagreeable 
fituation near am hour, before a hackney- 
coach could be found; and then we were 
difpofed in. the fame manner as before our 
accident. 

[I am going this morning to fee poor 
Madame Duval, and to enquire after her 
health, which fT think muft have fuffered 
by her laft night’s misfortunes. though, 
indeed, fhe feems to be naturally ftrong and 
hearty. 

Adieu, my dear Sir, till to-morrow, 


LETTER 
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i Ewor B Rowe 
Evelina in continuatim. 


Friday Morring, April 16¢ 

IR Clement Willoughby called here 

yeiterday at noon, and Captain Mirvan 

invited. him.to dinner. For my. part, I 

{pent the day in a manner the noft uncom. 
fortable imaginable. 

1 found Madame. Duval at breakfaft in 
bed, though Monfieur Du Bos was in the 
chaser 3 which fo, much afonifhed- me, 
that I. was, involuntarily, retiring, without 
confidering how odd an appearance my re- 
treat would have, when Madame Duval 
called me,back, and laughed very heartily 

at my ignorance of foreign cufioms. 

The converfation, however, very foon 

ook a more ferious. turn ;. for “fhe began, 
with great bitterneis, to inveigh againtt the 
barvarous brutality of that fellow the Captain, 
and the horrible ill-breeding of the Enelith 
in general, declaring fhe fhould make her 
efcape with all expedi tion from fo deaftly a 
nation. But nothing can be more ftrangely 

abfurd, than to hear “polit tenefs recommend- 
ed in language {o repugnant to it as that 
of Madame Duval. 


She lamented, very mournfully, the fateof 
| her 
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her Lyons filk, and:protefted fhe had rather 


have parted with all the reft of her. ward- 
robe, becaufe it was the firft gown the had 
bought to wear upon leaving off her weeds. 
She has a very bad cold, and Monfieur Du 
Bois is fo hoarfe, he can hardly fpeak. 

She infifted upon my ftaying with her all 
day, as fhe intended, fhe faid, to introduce 
me to. fome of my own relations. I would 
very fain have excufed mytfelf, but fhe 
did not allow me any choice. 

Till the arrival of thefe relations, one 
continued feries. of queftions on her fide, 
and of anfwets on mine, filled up all the 

ime we pafied together. Her curiofity was 

infatiable; fhe enquired into every aétion 
of my life, and every particular that had 
fallen under my obfervation, in the lives of 
alliI knew. Again, fhe was fo; cruel as to 
avow the moft inveterate rancour,againft the 
fole benefactor her deferted child and grand- 
child have met with ; and fuch was the in- 
dignation her ingratitude raifed, that I 
would actually have quitted her prefence 
and houle, had fhe not, in a manner the 
moft, peremptory, abfolutely forbid »me. 
But what, good Heaven! can induce her to 
fuch fhocking injuftice ? O my friend and 
father ! | have no command of myfelf when 
this fubject is ftarted. 

She talked very much of taking me toe 

Paris, 
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Paris, and faid I greatly wanted the. polifh 
of a French education. She lamented that 
IE had been. brought up im the country, 
which, fhe obferved, had given me a very 
bumpkinifo air. Tlowever, fhe bid me not 
defpair, for fhe had known many girls, 
much worfe than me, who had become very 
fine ladies after a few years refidence abroad; 
and fhe particularly inftanced a Mifs Polly 
Moore, daughter of a chandler’s-fhop wo- 
man, who, by an accident not worth relat. 
ing, happened to be fent to Paris, where, 
from an awkward, \ill-bred girl, fhe fo 
much improved, that fhe has fince been 
taken for a woman of quality. 

The relations to whom fhe was pleafed to: 
introduce me, confifted of a Mr. Brangh- 
ton, who is her nephew, and three of his 
ehildren, the eldeft of which is a fon, and 
the two younger are daughters. 

Mr. Branghton appears about forty years 
of age. He does not feem to want a common. 
underftanding, though he is very contracted 
and prejudiced: he has {pent his whole 
time in the city, and I believe feels a great 
contempt for all who refide elfewhere. 

_ His fon feems weaker: in his underftand- 
ing, and more gay in his temper; but his: 

aety Is that of a foolifh, over-grown 
ichool-boy, whofe mirth confifts in noife and: 
difturbance. He difdains his father for his: 
clofe: 
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elofé attention to bufinefs, and love of mo- 

ney, though he feems himfelf to have no ta- 

lents, fpirit, or generofity, to make him fu- 

“ perior to either. His chief delight appears 

to be tormenting and ridiculing his fitters, 

who, in return, moft heartily defpife him. 
Mifs Branghton, the eldeft daughter, is 

by no means ugly, but looks proud, ill- 

“tempered, and conceited. She hates the city, 

though without knowing why; for it is 

eafy to difcover fhe has lived no where 
qs: 

: Mifs Polly Branghton ts rather pretty, 

«very foolifh, very ignorant, very giddy, and, 
I believe, very good-natured, 

The firft half hour was allotted: to making 
themfelves comfortable, for they complained 
of having had a very dirty walk, as they 
cane on foot from Snow Hill, where Mr. 
Branghton keeps a filver-fmith’s fhop ; and 
the young ladies had not only their coats to 

®  brufh, and fhoes to.dry, but to adjuft their 

fh -head-drefs, which: their bonnets had totally 

i difcompofed. 

i The manner in which Madame Duval was 
pleafed to introduce me to this family, ex- 
tremely fhocked me. “ Here, my dears,” 

| faid fhe, “‘here’s a relation you little 

# thought of ; ‘but you mutt know my poor 

= daughter Caroline had this child after fhe 


/ ¥un away from me,--though I never knew: 
J L nothing 
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nothing of it, not I, for a long while after; 
for they took care to keep it a fecret from 
me, though the poor child has never 4 
friend in the world befides.” 

“* Milfs feems very ‘tender-hearted, aunt,” 
faid Mits Polly, ““ and to be fure fhe’s not 
to blame for her mama’s undutifulnefs, for 
fhe could n’t help it.” 

“¢ Lord no,” anfwered fhe, “‘ and I never 
took no notice of it to her; for indeed, as 
to that, my own poor. daughter was n’t fo 
much to blame as you may think, for the’d 
never have gone altray, if it had not been 
for that meddling old parfon I told you 
of.” 

** If aunt pleafes,’ faid young Mr. 
Branghton, “ we'll talk o’ fomewhat elf, 
for Mifs looks very uneafy-like.”’ 

The next fubject that was chofen, was 
the age of the three young Branghtons and 
myfelf. The fon is twenty ; the daughters, 
upon hearing that I was feventeen, faid 
that was jut the age of Mifs Polly; but 
their brother, after a long difpute, proved 
that fhe was two years older, to the great 
anger of both fifters, who agreed that he 
was very il-natured and fpiteful. 

When this point was fettled, the queltion 
was put, Which was talleft ?>—We were 


defired to: meafure, as the Branghtons 


were all of different opinions, None of 
them, 
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them, however, di ifputed my being the tall- 
eft in the company, but, in reg ard to one 
another, they were extremely quarrelf ome : 
the brother infifted upon th eir meafuring 
fair, and not with heads and heels but 
they would by no means confent to lofe 
thofe privileges of our fex, and therefore 
the young man was ca/t, as fhortett ; ; thouch 
he appealed to all prefent upon the inju ftice 
of the decree, 

This ceremony over, the young ladies 
began, very freely, to examine my drefs, 
and to interrogate me concerning it, “*’T his 
apton’s your own Work, I fuppofe, Mifs ? 
but thefe {prigs a’n’t in fafhion now. Pray, 
if it is not sre yoda what might you give 
a yard for this luteftring >—Do you. make 
your own caps, Mifs >’? and many other 
queftions equally interefting and well-bred, 

They then afked me bow I liked London 2 
and whether I fhould not think the country 
a very dull place, when I returned thither? 

* Milfs muft try if fhe can’t get a good 
hufband,” faid Mr. Branghton, * and then 
fhe may ftay and live here.’ 

The next topic was public places, or 

rather the theatres, for they knew of no 
other ; and the merits and defeéts of all the 
actors and aétrefles were difcuffed : the 
young man here took the lead, and feemed 
to be’ very conver{fant on the fubject. But 

during 
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during this time, what was my concern, 
and, fuffer me to add, my_ indignation, 
when I found, by fome words I occafionally 
heard, that Madame Duval was entertain- 
ing Mr. Branghton with all the moft fecret 
and cruel particulars of my fituation! The 
eldeft daughter was. foon drawn to them by 
the recital; the youngeft and the fon ftill 
kept their places, intending, I believe, ta 
divert me, though the converfation was all 
their-own. 

In a few minutes, Mifs Branghton, com- 
ing fuddenly up to her fitter, exclaimed, 
* Lord, Polly, only think! Mifs never faw 
her papa!” 

** Lord, how odd!” cried the other; 
why then, Mis, I. fuppofe you would 
n’t know him?” 

This. was quite too.much for me, I rofe 
haftily, and: ran. aut. of the room,: but T 
foon regretted I had fo little command of 
myfelf, for the two ffters. both followed, 
and infifted upon comforting me, notwith- 
{tanding my earneft entreaties to be left 
alone. 

As foon as I returned to the company, 
Madame Duval faid, ““ Why, my dear, 
what was the matter with you? why did 
you run away {o?” 

This gueftion almoft made me run a 
gain, for I knew not how to anfwer it, 

: But 
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But 1s* it. not very extraordinary,. that fhe 
can put me in Penations fo fhocking, and 
then wonder to find me fenfible of any con- 
cern? 

Mr. Branghton junior now enquired of 
me, whether I had feen the Tower, or St, 
Paul’s church? and, upon my anfwering 
in the negative, they propofed making a 
party to fhew them to me. Among other 
gueftions, they alfo afked if I had ever 
feen fuch a thing as an Opera? 1 told them 
Thad. ‘“* Well,’ faid Mr, Branghton, “‘ I 
never faw one in my life, fo long as. I’ve 
lived in London, and I never defire to fee 
one, if I live here as much longer.” 

“* Lord, Papa,” cried Mifs Polly, “ why 
not? you ‘might as well for once, for the 
curiofity of the thing: befides, Mifs Pom- 
fret fawe one, and the fays. it was very 
pretty.” 

Mifs will think us: very vulgar,” faid 
Mifs Branghton, “ to live in London, and 
never have been to an Opera; but it’s no 
fault of mine, I affure you, Mifs, only Papa 
don’t like to go.” 

The refult was,. that. a party was propo- 
fed, and agreed to, for fome early oppor- 
tumity., I “did. not dare contradict them ; 
but I faid that my time, while I remained in 
town, was at the difpofal of Mrs. Mirvan, 
However, 
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However, I am fure I will not attend them, 
if I can poffibly avoid fo doing. 

When we parted, Madame Duval defired 
to fee me the next day ; and the Branghtons 
told me, that the firft time I went to- 
wards Snow Hill, they fhould be very glad 
if I would call upon them. 

I wifh we may not meet again till that 
time arrives. 

I am fure I fhall not be very ambitious 
of being known to any more of my rela- 
tions, if they have any refemblance to 
thofe whofe acquaintance I have been in- 
troduced to already. 
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Evelina in continuation. 


Had juft finifhed my letter to you this 

morning, when a violent rapping at the 
door made me run down ftairs 3 and who 
fhould [I fee in the drawing-room, bute 
Lord Orville! 

Fle was quite alone, for the family had 
not affembled to breakfaft. He enquired, 
firit of mine, then of the health of eo 
an 
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and Mifs Mirvan, with a degree. of concern 
that rather furprifed me, till he faid that he 
had juft been informed of the accident we 
had met with at Ranelach, He expreffed 
his forrow upon the occafion with the ut- 
moft politenefs, and lamented that he had 
not béen fo fortunate as to hear of it in time 
to offer his fervices. “* But, I think,’’ he 
added, ** Sir Clement Willoughby had the 
honour of affiftine you?” 

** He was with Captain Mirvan, my 






































Lord.” 
** I had heard of his being of your 
party.” 


T hope that flighty man has not been tel- 
ling Lord Orville he only affifted me! how- 
ever, he did not purfue the fubject, but 
faid, ““ This accident, though extremely 
unfortunate, will not, I hope, be the means 
of frightening you from gracing Ranelagh 
with your prefence in future ?” 

** Our time, my Lord, for London, is 
almoft expired already.” 

“* Indeed! do you leave town fo very 
foon ?” 

**'O yes, my Lord, our ftay has already 
exceeded our intentions.” 

Are you, then, fo particularly partial 
to the country °” 

** We merely came to town, my Lord, 


to meet Captain Mirvan.” 
rs 4 
~ And 
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** And does Mifs Anville feel no concerh 
at the idea of the many mourners her ab. 
fence will occafion ?”’ 

** O, my Lord, —I’m fure you don’t 
think—’’ I ftopt there, for, indeed, I hard- 
ly knew what I was going to fay. My 
foolifh embarraffment, I fuppofe, was the 
caufe of what followed ; — for he.came to 
me, and took my hand, faying, “ I do 
think, that whoever has once feen Mifs An- 
ville, muft receive an impreffion never to be 
forgotten.” 

This compliment,—from Lord Orville, 
{fo furprifed me, that I could not fpeak; 
but felt myfelf change colour, and ftood, 
for fome moments, filent and looking down: 
however, the inftant I recollected my fitu- 
ation, J withdrew. my hand, and told him 
that I would fee if Mrs. Mirvan was not 
dreffed. He did not oppofe me, fo away I 
went. 

I met them all on the ftairs, and returned 
with them to breakfaft. 

I have fince been extremely angry with 
myfelf for neglecting fo excellent an op- 
portunity of apologizing for my behaviour 
at the ridotto: but, to own the truth, that 
affair never once occurred to me during the 
fhort ¢éte-d-téte which we had together, 
But, 1f ever we fhould happen to be {0 
fituated again, I will certainly mention it; 
for 
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for I am _ inex pet bly concerned at the 

thought of his harbouring an opinion that 

[am bold or impertinent, and I could al- 
 moft kill myfelf tor having given him the 
|; fhadow of a reafon for fo hocking an idea. 

But was it not very odd th at he fhould 
make me fuch-a compliment ? I expected 
it not from him ;—but gallantry, I believe, 
is common to all men, whatever other qua- 
lites they may have in. particular, 
tl Our breakfaft was the moft agreeable 

meal, if it may be called a meal, that we 
, have had fince we came to town. Indeed, 
but for Madame Duval I fhould like Lon- 
4 don extremely. 

The converfation of Lord Orville is 
really delightful. His manners are fo ele- 
gant, fo gentle, fo unaffuming, that they 
at once engage efteem, and diffufe compla- 
cence, ar from being indolently fatisfied 
with his own accompli iifthments, as I have 
already obferved many men here are, though 
without any pretenfions to his merit, he is 
moft affid uoully attentive to pleafe and to 
ferve ajl who are in his company; and, 
though his fuccefs is invariable, he never 
manifefts the {malleft degree of confciouf 
nefs. 

I could wifh that you, my « deareft Sir, 
knew Lord Orville, becaufe Iam fure you 
would love him; and'I es felt that wifh 
for 
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for no other perfon I have feen fince I came 
to London. I fometimes imagine, that, 
when his youth is flown, his vivacity abat- 
ed, and his life is devoted to retirement, he 
will, perhaps, refemble him whom I moft 
love and honour. His prefent fweetneds, 
politenefs, and diffidence, feem to promife 
in future the fame benevolence, dignity, 
and goodnefs, But I muft not expatiate 
upon this fubyect. 

When Lord Orville was gone,—and he 
made but a very fhort vifit,—I was prepar- 
ine, moft reluctantly, to wait upon Ma- 
dame Duval; but Mrs. Mirvan_ propofed 
to the Captain, that fhe fhould be invited 
to dinner in Queen-Ann-Street, and he 
readily confented, for he faid he wifhed to 
afk after her Lyons negligee. 

The invitation is accepted, and we expect 
her every moment. But to me, it is very 
{ftrange, that a woman, who ts the uncon- 
trolled miftrefs of her time, fortune, and 
actions, fhould chufe to expofe herfelf vo- 
luntarily to the rudenefs of a man who 1s 
openly determined to make her his {port. 
But fhe has very few acquaintance, and, I 
fancy, fcarce knows how to employ herfelf. 

Flow great 1s my obligation to Mrs. Mir- 
van, for beftowing her time in a manner 
fo difagreeable to herfelf, merely to promote 
my happinefs! every difpute in which her 
undeferying 







































bale 


’ 


“ 
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(,i with her ufual eood-breeding ; 


undeferving hufband engages, is produétive 
of pain, and uneafinefs to herfelf; of this 
Jam fo fenfible, that I even befought her 
not to fend to Madame Duval, but the de- 
clared fhe could not bear to have me pafs 
all my time, while in town, with her only: 
Indeed fhe could not be more kind to me, 


were fhe your daughter. 





TY gad Rae Came hts are a 
Evelina in continuation. 


Saturday Morning, April 16, 

AF ADAME Duval was accompanied 
by Monfieur Du Bois. I am fur. 

rifled that fhe fhould ehufe to introduce 


it him where he is fo unwelcome; and, indeéd 
3 > 


itis {trange that they fhould be fo conftant- 


iti ly together: though I believe I fhould not 


have taken notice of it, but that Captain 


isMirvan is perpetually rallying me upon my 


granamama’s beau. 
They were both received by Mrs. Mirvan 


eg; but the 


:¢ Captain, moft provokingly, attacked her 
yimmediately, faying, ““ Now; Madam, you 
\¢ that have lived abroad, pleafe to tell:me this 
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*here; Which did you like’ beft,’ the warn 
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room at Ranelagh, or the cold bath you went 
into afterwards? though, I affure you, you 
look fo well that I fhould advife you to take 
another dip.” 

“© Ma foi, Sir,” cried fhe, ** nobody 
afked for your advice, fo you may as well 
keep it to yourfelf: befides, it’s no fuch 
ereat joke to be fplafhed, and to catch 
cold, and fpoil all one’s things, whatever 
you may think of it.” 

Splafbed, quoth-a!—- why I thought 
you were foufed all over.—Come, come, 
don’t mince the matter, never fpoil a good 
ftory ; you know you had n’t a dry thread 
about you’Fore George, I fhall never 
think on’t without hallowing! fuch a poor, 
forlorn, draggle-tailec—gentlewoman! and 
poor Mon/feer French, here, like a drowned 
rat, by your fide!” 

‘** Well, the worfe pickle we was 1n, fo 
much the worfer in you not to help us, for 
you knowed where we was faft enough, be- 
caufe, while I laid in the mud, I’m pretty 
fure | heard you fnigger; fo it’s like enough 
you joftled us down yourfelf, for Monfieut 
Du Bois fays, that he is fure he had a great 
jolt given him, or he fhould n’t have fell.” 

The Captain laughed fo immoderately, 
that he really gave me alfo a fufpicion that 
he was not entirely innocent of the charge: 
however, he difclaimed it very peremphe 
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~ Why then,” continued fhe, “ if you 
did n’t do that, why did n’t you come to 
help us ?” 

~ Who, I?—what, do you fuppofe I 
had forgot I was an Englifhman, a filthy, 
beaftly Englifhman ?” 

* Very well, Sir, very well; but I was 
a fool to expect any better, for it’s all of a 
piece with the reft; you know you wanted 
to fling me out of the coach-window, the 
very firft time ever I fee you: but I’ll ne- 
ver go to Ranelach with you no more, that 
I’m refolved ; for I dare fay,. if the horfes 
had runn’d over me, as I laid in that nafti- 
nefs, you’d never have ftirred a ftep to fave 
me.” 

“Lord, no, to be fure, Ma’am, not for 
the world! I know your opinion of our 
nation too well, to affront you by fuppofing 
a Frenchman would want my affiftance to 
protect you. Did you think that Monfeer 
here, and I, had changed characters, and 
that he fhould pop you into the mud, and 
Lhelp you out of it? Ha, ha, ha!” 

~ QO, very well, Sir, laugh on, it’s like 
your manners ; however, if poor Monfieur 
Du Bois had n’t met with that unlucky 
accident himfelf, I fhould n’t have wanted 
nobody’s help,” 

““O, I promife you, Madam, you’d never 
haye had mine; I knew my diftance betters 
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| as to your being a little ducked, or’fo, 


anc 
to be fure, Moneer and you fettled 


why, 


that between yourfelves; fo 1t was no bufi- 


nefs of mine.” 

‘© What, then, I fuppofe, you want to 
make me believe as Monfieur Du Bois fer- 
ved me that trick o pirpole ‘oh 

“< © purpofe! ay, certainly, who ever 
doubted that? Do ya think a Frenchman 
ever made a blunder ? Ii he had been fome 
clumfy-footed Lnglifb fellow, indeed, it 
might have been accicental ; but what the 
devil fignifies all you’ hopping and capes 
ing with your dancing matters, if you cant 
balance yourfelves upright: 

In the midft of ths dialogue, Sir Cle- 
ment Willoughby rade his appearance. 
He affects to enter th: houte with the free- 
dom of an old acquaintance, and this very 
eafine/S, which, to me, is aftonihing, is-what | 
moft particularity reommends him. to the 
Captain. Indeed, he ieems’ very fuccell- 
fully to ftwdy all the aumours of that gen- 
tleman. 

After having heartily welcomed him, 
‘You are juft comein time, my boy,” faid 
he, “ to fettle a litie matter of a difpute 
between. this here gntlewoman and I; do 
you know, fhe has been trying to perfuade 
me, that fhe did no: above half like*the 
ducking Men/eer gav: her Vother night th 

J gam. » ee | " I fhould 
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oi ee ie 
have 10ped, 


I inould {aid Sir Cle- 
ment, with the utmoft gravity) “that the 
friend thip fubfiftinos between that lady and 
gentleman, would jave cuarded them a- 
gainit any actions profeffedly difagreeable 
to each other; but, probably, they might 


‘ sis 6a. cid Site thw bia co a ae , 
noc have difcufled tne Mattel pre 7 LOUTLY : 
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in'which cafe, the gentleman, I muft own, 
leems to have been Sealea wh inattention, 


fince, in my humble opinion, it owas his 
bufinefs firft to have enquired whether thie 
lady preferred foft, or ped sround, before 
he dropt her.” 

*O vety fine, Gentlemen, very fine 
cried Madame Duvil, “ you may try ‘to fet 
us-together by the ears as much as you will; 
but Pm not fuch an ignorant perfon as to 
be made a fool of fo ‘ealily ; fo you need 
n’t talk no more about it, for I fees: into 
your defigns.”’ 
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Monfieur Du Bois, who was juft able 
to difcover the fubj et upon which the con- 
‘vetlation turned, ade’ his ‘defence; in 
French, with ereat folemnity : he hoped, 
he faid, that the company would at leaft 
acknowledge, he did net come from a na- 
tion of brutes, and confequéntly, that to 
wilfully offend any ady, was, to hum, ut- 
terly impoffible; brt ap on the contrary, 
In endeavouring, a; was his duty, to fave 
and euard her, he had hime lf fuffered, in 
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a manner which he would forbear to relate, 
but which, he greatly apprehended, he 
fhould feel the il effects of for many 
months ; and then, with a countenance ex- 
ceedingly lengthened, he added, that he 
hoped it would net be attributed to him as 
national preyudice, when he owned that he 
muft, to the beft of his memory, aver, that 
his unfortunate fall was owing to a fudden, 
but violent pufh, which, he was fhocked to 
fay, fome malevolent perion, with a defign 
to his injury, muft certainly have given 
him; but whether with a view to mortify 
him, by making him let the lady fall, or 
whether merely to fpoil his clothes, he 
could not pretend to determine. 

This difputation was, at laft, concluded 
by Mrs. Mirvan’s propofing that we fhould 
ali go to Cox’s Mufeum. Nobody objected, 
and carriages were immediately ordered. 

In our way down ftairs, Madame Duval, 
ia a very paffionate manner, faid, “ Ma foi, 
if L-would n’t give fifty guineas, only to 
know who gave us that fhove !” 

This Mufeum is very aftonifhing, and 
very fuperb; yet, it afforded me but little 
pleafure, for it is a mere fhow, though a 
wonderful one, 

Sir Clement Willoughby, in our walk 
round the room, afked me what my opinion 
was of this brilliant /peGfacle ? 
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~ It is very fine, and very ingenious,” 
anfwered J, ** and yet—I don’t know tal 
it is desea I feem to mifs fo meting.” 

* Excellently anfwered!”” cried he, “ you 
have exactly defined my own feelings, though 
in a manner I fhould never have arrived at. 
But I was certain your tafte was too well 
formed, to be pleated at the expence of 
your underfta nding.” 

Pardi,’ cried Madame Duval, ‘“* ] 
hope you two is difficult enough! I’m fure 
if you don’t like this, you like noth 1INg' ; 
for it’s the grandeft, prettieft, fineft fight 
that ever I fee, in England.’ 

** What,” (ctied the Captain, with a {neer) 
me fuppote this n ay be in HEHE French 
tafte ? it’s like enough, for it 's all: kick/haw 
work. But, pr’y io friend,’ * (turning to 
the perfon who ex; pli ained the devices) “* will 
you tell me the w/e of all this? for I’m not 
enough of a Conjurer to find it out.” 

* Ufe, indeed 1 (repeated Madame Du- 
val difdainfully) “ Lord, if every thing’s 
to be ufeful !—” 

Why, Sir, as to that, Sir,” faid our 
conductor, “the ingenuity of the me- 
chanifm Sais beauty of the workm sup» 
—the—undoubtedly, Sir, any perfon of 
tafte may eafily difcern the utility of fuch 
extraordinary performances.” 

' Why then, Sir,” anfwered . the Cap- 
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+h i your ie of tafte muft be either 
q ] 


-oxcomb, or a Frenchman ; though, for 
natter of "that t, *tis the fame thing.” 
Juft.then, our : attention was attraéted by 
a pine ree e. aehie: fuddenly opening, 
difcovered aneft of birds, who immediately 
began to fing, “* Well,” cried Madame 
Duv al, “this is prettier than all the reft! 
I declare, in all my travels, I never fee no- 
thing elegant er?’ 

6 Hark ye, friend,” faid the Captain, 

* haft never another pine-apple me 

~~ Sir?— 

‘© Becaufe, if thou haft, pr’ythee give it 
us without the birds; for, d’ye fee, I’m no 
Frenchman, and fhould relifh fomething 
more fubftantial.” 

This entertainment concluded with a 
concert of mechanical mufic: [ cannot ex- 
plain how it was produced, but the effect 
was pleafing. Madame Duval was in ex 
tacies; and the Captain flung himfelf into 
fo many ridiculous diftortions, by way of 
mimicking her, that he et ngaged the atten- 
tion of all the company; and, in the midft 
of the performance of the Coronation An- 
them, while Madame Duval was affecting 
to beat time, and uttering many expreffions 
of delight, he called fuddenly for falts, 
which a lady, apprehending fome dittrefs, 


politely handed to him, and which, in bes 
applying 
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applying to the noftrils of poor» Madame 
Duval, fhe involuntarily in ffed up fuch a 


quantity, that the pain a furprife made 
her {cream aloud. When fhe recovered, 
fhe reproached him, with het ufual vehe- 
mence; but he protefted he had taken. that 
meafure out of pure fri endiaep: as he con- 
cluded, from her raptures, that fhe was 
eoine into hyfterics. ‘This excufe by no 
neans appeafed her, and they had a violent 
quarrel ; but the only effect her ee had 
on the Captain, was to encreafe his diver- 
fion. Indeed, he laughs and talks fo terri- 
bly loud in public, that he frequently 
makes us afhamed of belonging to him. 
Madame Duval, no twithftanding he 
wrath, made no feruple of returning to 
dine in Queen-Ann-ftreet. Mrs. Mirvan 
had fecured places for the play at Drury 
Lane Theatre, and, though ever uneafy in 
‘a company, fhe very politely invited Ma- 
ame Duval to be of our party ; however, 
he had a bad cold,. and chofe to nurfe it. 
I was forry for her indifpofition, but 1 
knew not how to be forry fhe did not ac- 


company us, for the is—I muft not fa 
what, but very unlike other people. 


LE FT TER 


£ 
























‘ 


arcas 


ae 


NP, RR PR at ET hale F % 


el 
_— = 































Evelina in continuations 





UR places were in the front row of 
() a fide-box. Sir Clement Willough- 
by, who knew our intention, was at the 
dooi of the Theatre, and handed us from 
the carriage. 

We had not been feated five minutesg be- 
fore Lord Orville, who we faw in the ftage- 
box, came to us; and he honouredus with 
his company all the evening. Mifs Mirvan 
and I both rejoiced that Madame Duval 
was abfent, as we hoped for the enjoyment 
of fme converfation, uninterrupted by her 
quarels with the Captain: but I joon 
found that her prefence would have made 
very little alteration, for fo far was I from 
darng to fpeak, that | knew not where even 
to bok. 

The play was Love for Love, and though 
it i fraught with wit and entertainment, | 
hore I fhall never fee it reprefented again 5 
forit is fo extremely indelicate,—to ule the 
fofteft word I can,—that Mifs Mirvan and 
I were perpetually out of countenance, and 
could neither make any obfervations our- 
felves, nor venture to liften to thofe of 
oth:rs. This was the more provoking, as 


Lord 
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Lord Orville was in excellent fpirits, and 
exceedingly entertaining. 

When the Play was over, I flatterel my- 
felf I fhould be able to look about me with 
leis _reftraint, as we intended to {tay the 
Farce ; but the curtain had hardly drosped, 
when the box-door opened, and in cane Mr, 
Lovel, the man by whofe foppery and im- 
pertinence I was fo much teazed at the ball 
where I firft faw Lord Orville. 

I turned away my head, and begantalk- 
ing to Mifs Mirvan, for I was defirous to 
avoid {peaking to him ;—but in vain, for 
as foon as he had made his complimeits to 
Lord Orville and Sir Clement Willouzhby, 
who returned them very coldly, he bent 
his head forward, and faid to me, ‘* Ihope, 
Ma’am, you have enjoyed your health fince 
I had the honour-—I beg ten thoufanc par- 
dons, but I proteft I was going to fiy the 
honour of dancing with youmhowerer, FE 

aean the honour of /eeiug you dance °” 

Fle fpoke with a felf-complacency that 
convinced me he had ftudied this adirefs, 
by way of making reprifals for my coiduct 
at the ball: I therefore bowed flightly, but 
made no anfwer. 

After a fhort filence, he again called my 
attention, by faying, in an eafy, negigent 
way, I think, Ma’am, you was never in 
town before °” | 
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™ No, Sir.” 
“So I did prefume. Doubtlefs, Ma’am, 


every thing muft be infinitely novel to you. 
Our cuftoms, our manners, and /es etiquettes 
de nous autres, can have very little refem- 
blance to thofe you have been ufed to, I 
imagine, Ma’am, your retirement is at no 
very {mall diftance from the capital?” 

I was fo much difconcerted at this fneer- 
ing fpeech, that I faid not a word; though 
I have fince thought my vexation both fti- 
mulated and delighted him. 

“<The air we breathe here, however, 
Ma’am,” (continued he, very conceitedly) 
*“though foreign to that you have been ac- 
cuftomed to, has not, I hope, been at va- 
fiance with your health ?” 

"Mr. Lovel,” faid Lord Orville, “‘could 
not your eye have {pared that queftion ??’ 

“*O, my Lord,” anfwered he, “* if health 
were the only caufe of a Jady’s bloom, my 
eye, I grant, had been infallible from the 
firft slance; but—” 

“ Come, come,” cried Mrs. Mirvan, 
~ 1 muft beg no infinuations of that fort; 
Miis Anville’s colour, as you have fuccefl- 
fully tried, may, you fee, be heightened ;— 
but I affure you, it would be paft your {kill 
to leffen it,”’ 

*’Pon honour, Madam,” returned he 
$e 3 
« you-wrong me; I prefumed not to infer 
that 
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that rouge was the only fuccedaneum for 
health; but, re ally, | have known fo m: iny 
diferent caufes for a lady’s colour, fuch as 
flufhine,——anger ,—mauvaile honte,—and fo 
forth, that I never dare decide to which it 
may be ow Ing,” 

** As to fuck n caufes as them there,” cried 
the Captain, “‘ they muft bel ong to thofe 
that they bee; p company with.’ 

“Very true -, Captain,” faid Sir Clement; 
the natural comp lexion has nothing todo 
with occafional fallies of the paffions, or 
any accidental ca ule “Fd 

“No, truly,” returned the Captain, “for 
now here’s me, eas I look like any other 
man juft now; and yet, if you were to 
put me in a paffion, ’fore George, you’d 
foon fee me have as fine a high ealdur as 
any painted Jezabel in all this place, be fhe 
never fo bedaubed.” 

“But,” faid Lord Orville, “the dif 
ference of natural and of artificial colour, 
ay to me very eafily difcerned ; that of 

Nature, is mottled, and varying ; that of 
art, fet, and ¢oo {mooth ; it wants that ani- 

mation, that glow, that inde/cribable fome- 
thing which: even now that I fee it, wholly 
furpaffes all my powers of expreffion. és 

* Your Lordfhip,” faid Sir Clement, 
“is univertally acknowledged to be a con- 


noiffeur in beauty.” 3 
9 ~ And 
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‘¢ And you, Sir Clement,” returned he, 


¢ . 


‘an enthufiaft.’ 

‘J am proud to own it,’ cried Sir Cle- 
ment; “‘in fucha caufe, and before fuch 
objects, enthufiafm is fimply the conie- 
quence of not being blind.” 

‘¢ Pr’ythee a truce with all this palaver- 
ing,” cried the Captain, ** the women are 
vain enough already; no need for to puff 
*em up more.” 

“We mutt all fubmit to the command- 
ing officer,” faid Sir Clement, “* therefore 
let us call another fubjeét. Pray, Ladies, 
how have you been entertained with the 
play ©” ; 

“Want of entertainment,” faid Mrs. 
Mirvan, “is its leaft fault; but 1 own 
there are objections to it, which I fhould be 
glad to fee removed.” 

“IT could have ventured to anfwer for 
the Ladies,”? faid Lord Orville, “* fince I 
am fure this is not a play that can be ho- 
noured with their approbation.” 

“What, I fuppofe it is not fentimental 
enough!” cried the Captain, “ or elle it’s 
too good for them; for 1’ll maintain it’s 
one of the beft comedies in the language, 
and has more wit in one fcene, than there 
is in all the new plays put together.” 

‘““ For my part,” faid Mr. Lovel, “I 
confefs 1 feldom liften to the players: one 
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has fo much to do, in looking about, and 
finding out one’s acquaintance, 3 that, really, 
| one has no time to mind the ftage. Pray, 
\ —(moit affectedly fixing his eyes upon a 
} diamond-ring on _ his little finger) p pray— 
what was the play to-night ?” 

yy W hy, what the D—,” cried the Cap- 
tain, © do a come to the play, without 
knowing what it is ?” 

“O yes, Sir, yes, very frequently ; I 
have no time to read pl: ay-bills ; one merely 
comes to meet one’s friends, and fhew that 
one’s alive.”’ 

Ha, ha, ha!—and fo,” cried the Cap- 
fain, “it cofts you five thi illings a night, 
jot to fhew that you’re alive! Well, faith, 

N my friends fhould all think me dead and 

: under ground, before I’d be at that expence 
for’em. Howfomever, this here you may 
take from me s—they” ll find you out faft 
enough, if you’ ve any thing to give ’em.— 
And fo you’ve been here all this time, and 
don’t know what the play was ?” 

“ Why, really, Sir, a play requires fo 
much attention,—it is fcarce poffible to 
keep awake, if one liftens ;——for, indeed, 
by the time it 1s evening, one has been fo 
fatigued, with dining,—or wine,—or the 


© 
houfe,—or ftudying,—that it is——it is per- 


feétly an impoffibility. But, now I think of 


it, I believe I have a bill in my pocket ; O, 
ays 
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ay, here it is——Love for Love, ay,—true, 
~—ha, ha,—how could I be io {tr upid ! 
yi M eafily enough as to that, | warrant 
you,” faid the Captain ; . but, by my foul, 
this is one of the beft ]! kes Lever heard ! : 
Come to a play, and not know what it is! 
—Why, I fup pofe you would n’t have 
found it out, if they had fob’d you off with 
a fcraping of fidlers, or an opera po Fa ! 
ha! ha!—-why now, ees have thought 
you might have taker yaar notice of one 
Mr. Tattle that is in ‘hi s play !” 
This. farcafm, which caufed a general 
fmile, made him colour: but, tufning to 
the Captain with a look of conceit, which 
apres that he had a retort ready, he faid, 
 UETAY, ots 4 ive me leave to afk:—what 
i you eink of one Mr. Ben, who 158 alfo in 
this play! 
The Captain, regarding him with the 
utmoft contempt, aniwered in a loud voice, 
“Think of him rehiy I think he’s a 
man! And then, ftaring full in his face, 
he ftruck his cane on the ground, with a 
violence that made him ftart. He did not, 
However, chufe to take any notice of this; 
but, havine bit his nails fome time, in’ ma- 
sifett confuli on, he turnéd very quick to 
me, and, in a {neering tone of voice, faid, 
“For my part, I was moft ftruck with the 
country young lady, Mifs Prue; pray what 
do you think of her, Ma’am ?” 
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Indeed, Sir,” cried J, | 
voked, “* I think—th it is. I do not think 
any thing about her.’ 

OW Tell, isa y, Ma’am, you prodigioufly 
fur ‘prife me! — mais apparemment ce wef 
quun facon de parler ?—though I fhould bee 
your pard on, for probably you co not un- 
derftand French ?’ 

] made no anfwer, for I thought his rude- 
nefs intolerable; but Sir Clement, with 
great warmth, faid, “ I am furprifed that 
you can fuppofe fuch an object as Mifs 
Prue would engage the : atte ntion of Mifs 
Anvaille even for a moment.’ 

~ O Sir,” returned this fop, “‘’tis the 


3 
firft character in the piece !—fo well drawn, 


an 


——{o much the thing !—fuch true country- 
breeding,——fuch rural i lenorance !——ha! ha! 
hal—'tis moft admi irably hit off, ‘pon ho- 
nour !” 

I could almoft have cried, that fuch im- 
pertinence fhould be levelled at me; and 
yet, chagrined as I was, I could never Be- 


hold Lord Orville and this man at the fame 
time, and feel any regret for the caufe I had 
given of difpleafure. 
~ The only female in the play,” faid 
Lord Orville, “‘ worthy of being meniti ioned 
to thet fe ladies, is Angelic he 
* Angelica,” cried Sir Clement, ““is a 
noble cil ; fhe tries her lover feverely, but 
fhe rewards him seneroufly.” 
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“ Yet, in a trial fo long,” faid Mrs. 
Mirvan, ‘‘ there feems rather too much 
confcioufnefs of her power.” 

“© Since my opinion has the fanction of 
Mrs. Mirvan’s,” added Lord Orville, ~I 
will venture to fay, that Angelica beftows 
her hand rather with the air of a benefac- 
trefs, than with the tendernefs of a miftrels, 
Generofity without delicacy, like wit with- 
out judgment, generally give as much pain 
as pleafure. The uncertainty in which fhe 
keeps Valentine, and her manner of trifling 
with his temper, give no very favourable 
idea of her own.” 

“ Well, my Lord,” faid Mr. Lovel, 
“© it muft, however, be owned, that uncer- 
tainty is not the ¢om among our ladies at 
prefent; nay, indeed, I think they fay, 
though, faith,” taking a pinch of fnuff, ah 
hope it is not true—but they fay, that we 
now are moft fhy and backward.” 

The curtain then drew up, and our Con- 
verfation ceafed. Mr. Lovel, finding we 
chofe to attend to the players, left the box. 
How ftrange it is, Sir, that this man, not 
contented with the large fhare of foppery 
and nonfenfe which he has from nature, 
fhould think proper to affeét yet more! for 
what he faid of Tattle and of Mifs Prue, con- 
vinced me that he really had liftened to the 
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play, though he was fo ridiculous and foolift 
as to pretend ignorance. 

But how malicious and impertinent in 
this creature to talk to me in fuch a man- 
ner! I am fure I hope I fhall never fee him 
again. I fhould have defpifed him heartily 
as afop, had he never fpoken to me at all; 
but now, that he thinks proper to refent his 
fuppotfed ill-ufage, 1 am really quite afraid 
of him. 

The entertainment was, The Deuce is in 
him, which Lord Orville obferved to be the 
moft finifhed and elegant petite piece that was 
ever written in Englifh. 

In our way home, Mrs. Mirvan put me 
into fome contternation, by faying it was 
evident, from the refentment w hich this 
Mr. Lovel harbours of my conduét, that he 
would think it a provocation fufficiently 
important for a duel, if his courage equal- 
led his wrath. 

I am terrified at the very idea. Good 
Heaven ! that a man fo weak and frivolous 


fhould be fo revengeful! However, if 


bravery would have excited him to affront 
Lord Orville, how much reafon have I to 
rejoice, that cowardice makes him content- 
ed with venting his fpleen upon me! But 
we fhall leave town foon, and, I hope, fee 
him no more. 

It was fome confolation to me, to hear, 
from 
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prefented to ail tae pes ple, pon their 
firft introduction into public company. f 


To-night we ¢ go to the oper ay, W there I ex- 
pect very great pleafure We thall have the 
fame party as at the play ; for Lord Orville 
{aid he fhould be there, and would look 
for us. 





LETTER XXII. 
Evelina in continuation, 


| HAVE a volume to write, of the ad- 

ventures Es yetterday. 

In the aft stiodé: —at Berry Hill, I 
fhould have faid the evening, for it was al- 
molt fix o’clock,—while Mifs Mirvan and 
I were dreffing for the opera, and in high 
{pirits, from the expectation at oreat enter- 

| tainment and pleaiure, we heard a carriage 
{top at the door, and concluded that. Sir 
Clement Willous ey with his ufual affi- 
duity, was come to attend us to the Hay- 
market; but, in a few moments, what was 

our 


Lo 



































c 


ey Oe * oe ee ae 
our furprife, to fee our chamber-door flung 
SPT? and the two Mifs Branghtons enter 


the room! eA noone to me with 
oreat familial , faying, ““ How do y you do, 
coufin Pf we’ve C: wught you at the clafs! 


—well, I’m determined I’ll tell my brother 
of that !’ 

Mifs Mirvan, who had never before feen 
then), and could-not, at farft, imagine who 

7 ] 

they were, looked fo much aftonifhed, that 
I was ready to laugh mylelt, til the eldeft 
faid, ““ We're come to take you to the opera 


: ? 
Mifs ; papa and my brother are below, and 
we are to callfor your grandmama as We go 

“ = 


along.” 

J am very forry,” anfwered J, “ that 
you fhould have taken fo much trouble, as 
Lam engaged already.” 

$i Engaged ! Lord, Mifs, never mind 
that,” cried the youngeit, ° this young lady 
will make your excufes, I-dare fay.,. it’s 
only doing as one would be done by, you 
know.” 


** Indeed, Ma’am,”’ faid Mifs Mirvan, 
* I fhall myfelf be very forry to be depriv- 
ed of Mifs Anville’s company this even- 
ing. +: 


* Well, Milfs, that is not fo very good- 
natured in you,” faid Muts Branghton, 
confidering we only come to give our 


coulin pleafure ; it’s no good to us; it’s all 
‘upon 
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upon her account; for we came, I don’t 
know how much round about to take her 
up.” 

““ IT am extremely obliged to you,” faid 
I, ** and very forry you have loft fo much 
time; but I cannot poffibly help it, for I 
engaoed myfelf without knowing you would 
call.” 

‘“* Lord, what fignifies that ?”” faid Mifs 
Polly, “ you’re no old maid, and fo you 
need n’t be fo very formal: befides, I dare 
fay thofe you are engaged to, a’n’t half fo 
near related to you as we are.” 

‘¢ I muft beg you not to prefs me any 
further, for I affure- you it 1s not in my 
power to attend you.” 

“¢ “Why we came all out of the city on 
purpofe : befides, your grand-mama expects 
you ;—-and, pray, what are we to fay to 
her °”’ 

“* Tell her, if you pleafe, that I am much 
concerned,—=but that I am pre-engaged.” 

‘* And who to?” demanded the abrupt 
Mifs Branghton. 

e To Mrs. Mirvan,—and a large party.” 
"And, pray, what are you all going to 
do, that it would be fuch a mighty matter 
for you to come along with us?” 

* We are going to—to the opera.” 

** O dear, if that be all, why can’t we go 
all together ?* 

I was 
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I was extremely difconcerted at this for- 
ward and ignorant behaviour, and yet their 
rudenefs very much leffened my concern at 
refufing them. Indeed, their drefs was 
fuch as would have rendered their fcheme 
of accompanying our party impracticable, 
even if I had defired it; and this, as they 
did not themfelves find out, I was obliged, 
in terms the leaft mortifying I could think 
of, to tell them. 

They were very much chaerined, and 
aiked where I fhould fit? 

“In the pit,” anfwered I. 

“ In the pit!” repeated Mifs Branghton, 
well, really, I muft own I fhould never 
have fuppofed that my gown was not good 
enough for the pit: but come, Polly, let’s 
go; if Mifs does not think us fine enough 
for her, why to be fure fhe may chufe.” 

Surprifed at this ignorance, I would have 
explained to them that the pit at the opera 
required the fame drefs as the boxes; but 
they were fo much affronted, they would 
not hear me, and, in great difpleafure, left 
the room, faying they would not have 
troubled me, only they thought I fhould 
not be fo proud with my own relations, and 
that they had at leaft as good a right to my 
company as {trangers, 

I endeavoured to apologize, and would 
have fent a long meflage to Madame gaat ; 

ut 
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sut they haftened away without liftening to 
me 3 and I could not follow them down 
{tairs, becaufe I was not dreffed. The lait 
words I heard them fay, were, ~ Well, her 
orand-mama will be in a fine paffion, that’s 
one good thing.” 

Though I was extremely mad at this vi- 
fit, yet 1 fo heartily rejoiced at their going, 
that L would not fuffer myfelf to think 
eravely about it. 

Soon after, Sir Clement actually came, 
and we all went down ftairs.. Mrs. Mirvan 
ordered tea; and we were engaged in a very 
lively converfation, when the fervant an- 
nounced Madame Duval, who inftantly fol- 
lewed him into the room. 

Her face was the colour of fcarlet, and 
her eyes fparkled with fury. _ She came up 
to me with a hafty ftep, faying, “ So, Mifs, 
you. refufles to come to me, do you ? And 
pray who are you, to dare to difobey me ei 

1. was quite frightened ;——I. made no an- 
{wer :-——I even attempted to rife, and could 
not, but fat ftill, mute and motionlefs. 

Every body, but Mifs Mirvan, feemed in 
the utmoft aftonifhment; and the Captain, 
rifing and approaching Madame. Duval, 
with a voice of authority, faid, “* Why. how 
now, Mrs. Turkey Cock, what’s put you 
wto this here fluiter ?” 

* It’s nothing to you,” anfwered fe 
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* fo you may as w ell hold your tongue, for 
J fha’n’t be calle d to no account by you, I 
affure you.” 

* There you’re out, Madam. Fury,” re- 
turned he, “* for you muft know I never 
fuffer any body to be in a paffion in my 
houfe, but my felf.” 

* But you fhall,” cried fhe, in a great 
rage, “* for I'l] be in as great a paffion as 
ever I pleafe, without afking your leave, fo 
don’t give yourfelf no more airs about it. 
And as for you, Mifs,” again advancing to 
me, “I order you to follow me this mo: 
ment, or elie I’l] make you repent it all 
your life.” And, with thefe words, fhe 
flung out of the room, 

I was in fuch extreme terror, at being 
addteffed and threatened in a manner to 
which I am fo wholly unufed, that I almoft 
thought I fhould have fainted. 

** Don’t be “alarmed, my love,” cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, “but ftay where you are, 
and I will follow Madame Duval, and try 
te bring her ta reafon.” 

Mifs Mirvan took my hand, and moft 
kindly endeavoured to raife my {pirits: Sir 
Clement, too, approached me, with an air 
fo interefted in my diftreis, that I could not 
but feel myfelf obliged to him ; ; and, taking 

ay other hand, faid, “* For Heaven’s fake, 
my dear Madam, compofe yourfelf; furely 
Vou, I. H the 
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the violence of fuch a wretch ought merely 
to move your contempt: fhe can have no 
right, I imagine, to lay her commands upon 
you, and I only wifh that you would allow 
me to fpeak to her.” 

“*O no! not for the world !— indeed, I 
believe,—-I am afraid—I had better follow 
her.” 

“* Follow her! Good God, my dear 


Mads Anville, would you truft yourfelf 


with a mad woman? for what elfe can you 
call a creature whofe paffions are fo info- 
lent? No, no; fend her word at once to 
leave the houfe, and tell her you defire that 
fhe will never fee you again.” 

* O Sir! you don’t know who you talk 
of !—it would ill become me to fend Ma- 
dame: Duval fuch a meffage.” : 

* But why,” cried he, (looking very in- 
quifitive,) “* wy fhould you {cruple to treat 
her as fhe deferves 2” 

I then found that his aim was to difcover 
the nature of her connection with me; but 
I felt fo much afhamed of my near; relation- 
Ship to her, that I could not perfuade my- 
{elf ta anfwer him, and only entreated that 
he would leave her to Mrs, Mirvan, who 
juft then entered the room. 

Before fhe could fpeak to me, the Cap- 
tain called out, “* Well, Goody, what have 
you done with Madame French? is the 
cooled 
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Cooled a little ? *caufe if fhe be n’t, I’ve 
jult thought ot a moft excellent device to 
bring her .- 

My dear Evelina,” faid Mrs Mirvan, 
* I have been vainly endeavouring to ap- 
peafe her I pleaded your engagement, and 
promifed your future attendance: but J 
am forry to fay, my love, that I fear her 
rage will end in a total breach (which I 
think you had better avoid) if fhe is any 
further oppofed.” 

* Then I will go to her, Madam,” cried 
i. .-and, indeed, . it is now no matter, for 
I thould not be able to recover my {pirits 
fufficiently to enjay much pleafure azy where 
this evening.” 

Sir Clement began a very warm expoftus 
fation, and entreaty, that I would nct go; 
but 4 begced him to defift, and told him, 
very hi yneftly, that, if my Compliance were 
hot mdupen ably neceflary, I fhould re- 
quire no Nerfuafion to ftay. ‘He then took 
my hand, to lead me down ftairs 5. but the 
Captain defired him to be quiet, faying he 
would *fquire me himfelf, “* becaufe,” he 
added, (exultinely ere his hands) “ I 
have a wipe r: ee for t eald lady, which 
may ferve her to chew as > the goes along.” 

We found her in the p: arlour. e O, 
you're come at lait, Mis, are you Pfine 
airs you give yourfelf, indeed lemme foi, if 
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you had n’t come, you might have ftayed, 
I .affure you, and have been a beggar for 
your pains.” 

‘“* Heyday, Madam” cried the Captain, 
(prancing forward, with a look of great 
glee,) “‘ what, a’n’t you got out of that 
there paffion yet? why then, Pll tell you 
what to do to cool yourfelf ; call upon your 
old friend, Mon/feer Slippery, who was 
with you at Ranelagh, and give my fervice 
to him, and tell him, if be fets any ftore 
by your health, that I defire he'll give you 
{uch another foufe as he did before: he'll 
know what I mean, and I’ll warrant you 
he’ll do’t for my fake.” 

“© Let him, if he dares !”? cried Madame 
Dival ; “but I fha’n’t ftay to anfiwer you 
no more ; you are a vulgar fellow,—and fo, 
child, let us leave him to himfelf.” 

“Hark ye, Madam,” cried the Captain, 
“you'd beft nor call names, becaufe, d’ye 
fee, if you do, I fhall make bold to fhow 
you the door.” 

She changed colour, and faying, “ Par- 
di;*4 can fhew it myfelf,” hurried out of 
thé:-toom, and | followed her into a hack- 
neyecaach. But, before we drove off, the 
Captain, looking out of the parlour win- 
dow, called out, “ D’ye hear, Madam,— 
don’t forget my mefiace to Monjeer.” 

You will believe our ride was not the 
molt 
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molt agreeable in the world; indeed, 
would be difficult to fay which was att 
pleafed, Madame Duval or me, though 
the reafons of our difcontent were fo dif- 
ferent : however, Madame Duval foon got 
the ftart of me; for we had hardly turned 
out of Queen- ‘Ann: {treet, when a man, 
running full fpeed, ftopt the coach. He 
came up to the window, and I faw he was 
the Captain’s fervant. He had a broad 
erin on his face, and panted for breath, 
Madame Duval demanded his bufinefs; 
~ Madam,” anfwered he, “* my matter de! 
fires his compliments to you, and——and— 
and he tie he wifhes it well over with you. 
He! he! he!—’ 

Madame Duval inftantly darted forward, 
and gave him a violent blow on the face ; 
“ Take that back for your anfwer, firrah,” 
cried fhe, “‘ and learn to grin at your bet- 
ters another time. Coachman, drive on |” 

The fervant was in a violent paffion, and 
{wore terifbly; but we were foon out of 
hearine, 

aw 

The rage of Madame Duval was greater 
than ever, and ‘fhe inveighed acainit the 
Captain with fuch fury, “that 1 was even 
apprehenfive fhe would ‘have returned 

to his houfe, purpofely to reproach him, 
which fhe repeatedly threatened to do; nor 
would fhe, I believe, have hefitated a mo- 
i 3 ment, 





















































ment, but that, notwithftanding her woe 
lence, he has really made her atraid. of 
him. 

When we came to her lodgings, we found: 
all the Bran ehtons in the paflage, impa- 
tiently waiting for us, with the door open, 

“Only. fee, here’s Mifs ? cried the bro- 
ther. 

* Well, I declare I thought as much !™ 

faid the younger filter. 

“WI hy, Milfs,” faid Mr, Branghton, ~k 
think you might as well have come with 
your coufins at ence ; it’s throwing money 
in the dirt, to pay two coaches “for one 
fare,” 

** Lord,, father,” cried the fon, ~ make 
no words about that; for 1’ll pay for the 
coach that. Milfs had.’ 

oe de 3 know very well,” anfwered. Mr, 
Branghton, “that you ‘re always more rea- 
dy to. fpend than to earn.’ 

I then interfered, and begged that I might 
mylelf be allowed to pay the fare, as the 
expence was incurred upon my account; 

they alk faid wa, and propofed that the fame 
coach fhould carry us, on to the opera. 

While this pafled, the Mifs Branghtons 
were examining my drefs, which, indeed, 
was very Improper for, my, company ;_ and, 
as I was extremely unwilling to be fo con- 
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a#picuous amoneit them, I repuefted Mays: 
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dame Duval to borrow a hat or bonnet for 
me of the people of the houfe. But fhe 


never wears either herfelf, and thinks them. 


very Lnglfh and barbarous ; therefore fhe 
infifted that I fhould go full dreffed,. as I 
had prepared myfelf for the pit, though I 
made many objections. 

We were then all crowded into the fame 
carriage ; but when we arrived at the opera- 
houfe, I contrived to pay the coachman. 
T hey. made a great many fpeeches; but 
Mr. Branghton’ s reflection had determined 
me not to be indebted to him. 

It I had not been too-much chaerined to 
Jaugh, I fhould have been extremely divert- 
ed at their ignorance of whatever belongs 
to an opera. In the firft place, they could 
not tell at what door we ought to enter, and 
we wandered about for fome time, without 
knowing which way to turn: they did net 
chufe to apply to me, though I was the 
only perfon of the party who had ever be- 
fore been at an opera; becaufe they were 
unwilling to fuppofe that their country confin, 
as they were pleafed to call me, fhould be 
better acquainted with any London public 
place than themfelves.. I. was very indiffe- 
rent and carelefs upon this fubject, but not 

a little uneafy at finding that my dreis, fo 
isbiereac from that of the company to which 


H 4 I belonged, 
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I belonged, attracted general notice and ob- 
fervation. 

In a fhort time, however, we arrived at 
one of the door-keep er’s bars. Mr, Brangh- 
ton demanded for what part of the houfe 
they took money? They anfwered the pit, 
and regarded. us all with great, earneftnefs. 
The fon then advancing, faid, "Sir, if you 
pleafe, I beg that I may treat Mits.”’ 

* We'll ‘fert! e that another time,” an- 
fwered Mr. Branghton, and put fea a 
oulnea, 

Two tickets of admiffion were given to 
him 

Mr. Branghton, in his turn, now ftared 
at the door-keeper, and demanded what he 
neant by giving him only two tickets fora 
guinea t P 

Only two, Sir!’? faid the man, “ why 
don’t you know that the tickets are half a 
guinea each °” 

Half a guinea each !”? repeated Mr. 
“* why I never heard of fuch a 
thing in my life! And pray, Sir, how many 
will they admit?” 

7 |, put as ufual, Sir, one perfon each.” 

" But one perfon for half a guinea! 
ra I only want to fit in the pit, ~ friends ‘2 

Had not the Ladies better fit in the 

wallery, Sir; for ‘they'll harc lly chute to go 
into the pit with their hats on ?? 
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“ O, as to that,’ cried Mifs Branghton, 

“if our hats are too high, we’ll take » them 
eff when we get in. I fha’n’t mind it, for I 
did my hair on purpofe.”’ 

Another party tlen approaching, the 
door-keeper could no longer attend to Mr, 
Branghton, who, taking up-the guinea, told 
him it fhould be long “enough before he’d 
fee it again, and wal lked away, 

The young ladies, in fome confufion, 
exprefied their farprit e, that their papa 
fhould not know the Opera prices, which, 
for their parts, they had read in the papets 

a thoufand times, 

The price of ftocks,’? faid he, “ is 
enough for me to fee after, and I took it 
for aranted it was the, fame thing here as at 
the play- houfe.” 

“ I knew well enough what the price 
was,” faid the fon, “ but I would nat 
{peak, becaufe I t hought perhaps they’ d 
take lefs, as we’re fuch a a large party.’ 

The fitters both laughed very contemp- 
tuoufly at.this idea, and afked him if he 
ever heard of people’s abating any thing at 

a public place ? 

* L.don’t know whether.I have or no,” 
anfwered he, “* but I’m fure if they would, 
you'd like it fo much rhe worfe.”’ 

* Very true, Tom,” cried Mr, Brangh- 
H5 ON: ; 
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ton; ** tell a woman that any thing ié rea-. 


fonable, and the'll be fure to hate it.” 

“* Well,” faid Mifs Polly, “ I hope that 
Aunt and Mifs will be of.our fide, for Papa 
alw ays takes part with Tom.” 

‘Come, come,” cried Madame Duval,, 

“if you ftand. tal lking here,, we fha’n’t get 
nO place at all,’? 

Mr. Branghton then enquired the way. 
to the gallery, and,. when. we came to the 
door- Pane demanded what was to pay. 

‘The ufual price, Sir,” faid the man. 

Then give me change, * cried Mr. 
Br ang ehton, again putting down his guinea. 
FE or how many, Sir 2” 

° W hy—~let’s fee,—~for fix.” 
eee fix, Sirt why you’ve given me 
but a cuinea.’ 

But a guinea! ie how much would 
you have > T fu ppofe it 1’n’t half a- guinea 
apiece here too °” 

“No, Sir, only five fhillings.” 

Mr Branchton again took up his unfor-. 
tunate guinea, and protefted he would fub- 
mit:to no fuch impofition. I then propofed: 

that we fhould return home, but Madame 
Duval would. not confent, and we were con- 
ducted, by a woman who fells books of the 
Opera, to another gallery-door, where,_after 
fome difputing, Mr Branghton at laft paid,. 
and we all went up ftairs. 
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Madame Duval complained very much 
of the trouble of going fo high, but Mr. 
Branghton defired her hot to hold the place 
tao cheap, ‘ ‘ for, whatever you may think,” 
cried he, “* J afture you I paid pit price ; 
fo don’ t fuppofe I come here to fave: my 
money. 

Well to be fure,”’ faid Mifs Brangh- 
ton, “* there’ s no judging of a place by the 
outfide, elfe, 1 muft needs fay, there’s no- 
thing very extraordinary i in the ftair-cafe.”’ 

But, when we entered the gallery, their 
amazement and difappointment becarne ge- 
neral. For a few inftants, they looked a 
one another without fpeaking, and then 
they all broke filence at once. 

* Lord, Papa,” exclaimed Mifs~ Polly,. 

‘why you have brought. us to the one- 
fhilling gallery !” 

“Pll be olad: to orve you. two fhillings,.. 
though,” anfwered he * to pay. I was 
never fo fooled out of my money. before,, 
fince the hour of my. birth.. Either the 
door-keeper’s-a knave, or this is the greatett 
impofition that ever was put upon the pub- 
lie.” 

*“ Ma foi,” cried Madame Duval, “ T:ne- 
ver fat in fuch a mean place in all my life; 
——why it’s-as high!—-we fha’n’t fee no- 
thing.” 

“y thought at the time,” faid Mr. 

H.6 Branghton,. 
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Branehton, “that three fhillings was an 
exorbitant price for-a place in the gallery, 
but as we’d been afked fo much more at 
the other doors, why I paid it without many 
words; but then, to be fure, thinks. I, 1 
can never be like any other gallery,—we 
fhall fee fome crinkum-crankum or other for 
our money ;-—but I find it’s as arrant a 


: : R “1 99 
take-in as ever L.met with, 


“Why it’s as like the twelvepenny gal- 
lery at Drury-lane,”’ cried the fon, “as two 
peas are one to another. J never knew fa- 
ther fo bit before.” 

“ Lord,” faid Mifs Branghton, “I 
thought it would have been. quite a fine 
place,—-all over I don’t know what,—and 
done quite in tafte.”’ 

In, this manner they continued to exprefs 
their diffatisfaction till the curtain drew up; 
after which, their obfervations were very 


ht ot 


1? 
in 


curious... They made no allowance for. the 
cuftoms,.or even for the language of ano- 


ther country, but:formed all their remarks 


upon comparifons with the E.nglifh theatre, 


Notwithf{tandine my. vexation at. having 
been forced into a party fo very difagree- 
able; and that, too, from one fo much—fo 
very much the contrary-—yet, would they 
have juffered me_to liften, 1 fhould have 
forgotten every thing unpleafant, and felt 
nothing but delight, in hearing the fweet 
voice 
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voice of Signor Millico, the firft finger ; 
but they tormented me with continual talk- 
ing. | | 

*~ What a jabbering they make ! cried 
Mr. Branghton ; “ there’s no. knowing a 
‘word they fay. Pray what’s the reafon they 
can’t as well fing in Enelifh >—but | fup- 
pote the fine folks would not like it, if they 
could underftand it.” 

“ How unnatural their ation is!’ faid 
the fon; “ why now who ever faw an En- 
glifhman put himfelf in fuch out-of-the-way 
poftures ?” 

“ For my part,” faid Mifs Polly, “J 
think it’s very pretty, only I don’t know 
what it means.” 

~ Lord, what does that fignify?” cried 
her filter; “mayn’t one like a thing with- 
out being fo very particular >—-You ‘may 
fee that Mifs likes it, and I don’t fuppote 
fhe knows more of the matter than’ we 
do,” 

A gentleman, foon after, was fo obliging 
as to make room in the front row for Mifgs 
Branghton and me. We had no fooner 
déated ourfelves, than Mifs Branghton ex- 
claimed, “‘ Good gracious! only fee !—why, 
Polly, all the people in the pit are without 
hats, dreffed like any thing!” 

“ Lord, fo they are,” cried Mifs Polly, 
~ well, I never faw the like !—it’s worth 
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comiiig to the Opera if one faw nothing 
elfe,”” 

I was then able to diftinguifh the happy 
party I had left; and I faw that Lord Or- 
ville had feated himfelf next. to Mrs. Mir- 
van. Sir Clement:had his eyes perpetually. 
caft towards the five-fhilling gallery, where 
I fuppofe he concluded that.we were feated; 
however, before the Opera was over, I have 
teafon to believe that he had difcovered me,. 
high and diftant.as J was from him, —Pro- 
bably he diftinguifhed. me by my head- 
drefs. 

At the end of the firft act, as the green 
curtain dropped, to prepare for the dance,. 
they 4magined that the Opera was done, and 
Mr. Branghton exprefied great indignation: 
that he had been ¢ricked out of his money 
with fo little trouble. ‘°° Now if any Eng- 
elifhman was to do fuch an impudent thing 
as this,” faid he, “* why he’d be pelted ;-— 
but here, one of thefe outlandifh gentry may 
do juft what he pleafes, and come on, and 
fqueak out a fong or two, and then pocket. 
your money without further ceremony.” 

However, fo determined he was to be 
diffatished, that, before the conclufion of 
the third act, he found ftill more fault with: 
the Opera for being too long, and wondered 
whether they thought their finging good 
enough to ferve us for fupper. 
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During the fymphony of a fong of Signor 
Millico’s, in the fecond a&; young Mr. 
Branghton faid, “‘ It’s my belief that that 
fellow’s going to fing another fong !—why 
there’s nothing but finging !—I wonder 
when they’ll fpeak.’’ 

This fong, which was flow and pathetic, 
caught all my attention, and I lean’d my. 
head forward to avoid hearing their obfer- 
vations, that I might liften without inter- 
ruption; but, upon turning. round, when 
the fone was over, I found that I was the 
ebject of general diverfion to the whole 
party; for the Milfs Branghtons were titter- 
ing, and the two gentlemen making figns 
and faces at me, implying their contempt of 
my affectation. 

This difcovery determined.me to appear 
as inattentive as themfelves; but I was very 
much: provoked at being thus prevented en- 


joying the only pleafure, which, in fuch a. 


party, was within-my power. 

“So, Mifs,” faid Mr. Branghton, 
“*“you’re quite in the fafhion, I fee;—fo 
you like Operas? well, I’m not fo polite 5. 
[can’t like nonfenfe, let it be.never fo much 
the taite.’’ ‘ 

But pray, Mifs,” faid' the fon, “ what 
makes that fellow look fo doleful while he’s 
finging ?” 
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“* Probably. 
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“© Probably becaufe the character he per- 
forms. is in diftrefs,” 

“< Why then I think he might as well Jet 
alone finging °till he’s in better cue: it’s 
eut of all nature for a man to be piping 
when he’s in diftrefs, ior my part, 1 never 
fing but when I’m merry; yet I love a fong 
as well as moft people.” 

When the curtain dropt, they all re- 
joiced. wer 

How do you like it and chow do you 
like it?” paffed from:one to another with 
looks of the utmoft contempt. “ As for 
me,” faid Mr. Branghton, “° they’ve caught 
me once, but if ever they .do again, [ll 
pive em leave to fing me to Bedlam for my 
pains: for fuch a heap of {tuff never did d 
hear ; there is n’t one ounce of fenfe im the 
whole Opera, nothing -but one continued 
fqueaking and {qualling from beginning to 
end.” 

** If I had been in .the pit,’ faid Ma 
dame Duval, “* I fhould have liked it 
vaitly, for mufic is my paffion; but fitting 
in fuch a place as this, is guite unbear- 
able.” 

Mifs Branghton, looking at me, declared, 
that fhe was not gentee/ enough to admire 
if. 7 

Mifs Polly confefied, that, if they. would 
but 
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but fing Exgl/b, the fhould like it very 


well. 

The brother wifhed he could raife a riot 
in the houfe, becaufe then he might eet his 
money again. 

And, finally, they all agreed, that it was 
monfirous dear. 

During the laft dance, I perceived, ftand- 
ing near the gallery-door, Sir Clement Wil- 
loughby. I was extremely vexed, and 
would have given the world to have avoided 
being, feen by him: my chief objection 
was, from the apprehenfion that he wou’d 
hear Mifs Branghton call me coufin.—I fear 
you will think this London journey has 
made me grow very proud, but indeed this 
family is fo low-bred and vulgar, that I 
fhould be equally afhamed of fuch a con- 
nexion in the country, or any where. And 
really I had already been fo much chagrined 
that Sir Clement had been a witnefs of Ma- 
dame Duval’s power over me, that I could 
not bear to be expofed to any further mor- 
tification. 

As the feats cleared, by parties going 
away, Sir Clement approached nearer to 
us; the Mifs Branghtons obferved with fur- 
prife, what a fine gentleman was come into 
the gallery, and they gave me great reafon 
to expect, that they would endeavour to 
attract his notice, by familiarity with me, 
whenever 
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whenever he fhould join us; and fo, I 
formed:a fort of plan, to prevent any con- 
yerfation. I am afraid you will think it 
wrong ; and fo I do myfelf now,—but, at 
the time, I only confidered how I might 
avoid immediate humiliation. 

As foon as he was within two feats of us,. 
he fpoke to. me, “ I am very happy, Mifs 
Anville, to have found you, for the Ladies- 
below have each an humble attendant, and: 
therefore I am come to offer my fervices: 
here.”” 

‘* Why then,” cried I, (not without hefi- 
tating) “if you pleafe,—I will join them.” 

“ “Will you allow me the honour of con- 
ducting you?” cried he eagerly ; and, in- 
{tantly taking my hand, he would have 
marched away with me: but I turned to 
Madame Duval, and faid,. ““ As our party 
is: fo large, Madam, if you will give me 
leave, I will. go down. to Mrs. Mirvan, that 
I may not crowd you in the coach.” 

And then, without waiting for an anfwer, 
I: fuffered Sir Clement to hand me out of the 
gallery. 

Madame Duval, I doubt not, will be 
very angry, and fo I am with myielf, now, 
and therefore I cannot be furprifed: but 
Mr. Branghton, I am fure, will eafily com- 
fort himfelf, in having efcaped the addi- 
tional coach expence of carrying me to: 


Queene. 
i Or 







































BY¥VE Li 


Qucen-Ann-ftreet : as to his daughters, 
they had no time to fpeak, but I faw they 
were in utter amazement. 

My intention was to join Mrs. Mirvan, 
and accompany her home. Sir Clement 
was in high {pirits and good-humour ; and, 
all the way we went, I was fool enough to 
Eejoice in fecret at the fuccefs of my plan; 
nor was it till | gor down ftairs, and amidft 
the fervants, that any difficulty occurred to 
me of meeting with my friends, 

I then afked Sir Clement how I fhould 
contrive to acquaint Mrs, Mirvan that I had 
left Madame Duval? 

“ T fear it will be almoft impoffible. to 
find her,”’ anfwered he; “* but you.caa have 
no objection to permitting me to fee you 
Safe home.”’ 

He then defired his fervant, who was 
waiting, to order his chariot to. draw up. 

This quite ftartled me; I turned to him 
haftily, and faid that F could not think of 
going away without Mrs. Mirvan. 

~ But how can we meet with her ?” cried 
he; “ you will not chufe to go into the pit 
yourfelf ; I cannot fend a fervant there ; and. 
it is impoffible for me to go. and leave you 
alone.” 

The truth, of this was. indifputable, and 
totally filenced me. Yet, as foon as I could 
Eecollect myfelf, I determined not to go in 
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his chariot, and told him } believed I had 
beft return to my party up ftairs. 

He would not hear of this ; and earneftly 
entreated me not to withdraw the truft I 
had repofed in him. 

While he was fpeaking, I faw Lord Or- 
ville, with feveral ladies and gentlemen, 
coming from the pit paflage : unfortunately, 
he faw me too, and, leaving his company, 
advanced inftantly towards me, and, with 
an air and voice of furprife, faid, ~ Good 
God, do I fee Mifs Anville |” 

I now moft feverely felt the folly of my 
plan, and the awkwardnefs of my fituation ; 
however, I haftened to tell him, though ina 
hefitating manner, that I was waiting for 
Mrs. Mirvan: but what was my. dilap- 
pointment, when he acquainted me that fhe 
was already gone home ! 

I was inexpreffibly diftreffed; to fuffer 
Lord Orville to think me fatisfied with the 
fingle protection of Sir Clement W illough- 
by, I could not bear; yet I was more than 
ever averfe to returning to a party which | 
dreaded his feeing: I ftood fome moments 
in fufpenfe, and could not help exclaiming, 
“© Good Heaven, what’can I do!” 

“Why, my dear Madam,” cried Sir Cle- 
ment, “‘ fhould you be thus uneafly ?—you 
will reach Queen-Ann-fireet almoft as foon 
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as Mrs. Mirvan, and I am fure you cannot 
doubt being as fafe.” 

I made no anfwer, and Lord Orville then 
faid, “ My coach is here; and my fervants 
are ready to take any commands Mifs 
Anville will honour me with, for them, |] 
fhall myfelf go home in a chair, and there- 
fore—” 

Flow grateful did I feel for q propofal fo 
confiderate, and made with fo much deli- 
cacy! I fhould gladly have accepted it, had 
I been permitted, but Sir Clement would 
not let him even finifh his fpeech ;_ he inter- 
rupted him with evident difpleafure, and 
faid, “ My Lord, my own chariot is now 
at the door.” 

And juft then the fervant came, and told 
him the carriage was ready. He begeed to 
have the honour of conducting me to it, 
and would have taken my hand, butI drew 
it back, faying, “I can’t—I can’t indeed ! 
pray go by yourfelf—and as to me, let me 

ave a chair.” 

“ Impoffible } (cried he with vehe- 
mence) *‘T cannot think of trufting you with 
{france chairmen,—I cannot an{wer it to 
Mrs. Mirvan,—come, dear Madam, we 
fhall be home in five minutes.” 

Again I ftood fufpended. With what 
joy would | then have compromifed with 
my pride, to have been once more with 
Madame 
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Madame Duval and the Branghtons, pro- 


wided I had not met with Lord Orville! 


Flowever, I flatter myfelf that he not only 
faw, but pitied my embarrafiment, for he 
faid, ina tone of voice unufually foftned, 
‘To offer my fervices in the prefence of: 
Sir Clement Willoughby would be iuper- 
fuous; but I hope I need not affure Mils 
Anville, how happy it would make ne to 
be of the leaft ufe to her.” 

I courtfied my thanks. Sir Clement with 
ereat earneftneis preffed me to go, and 
while 1 was thus uneafily deliberating what 
to do, the dance, I fuppofe, finifhed, fr the 
people crowded down {tairs. Had Lord 
Orville then repeated his offer, I would 
have accepted it, notwithftanding Sr Cle- 
ment’s repugnance; but I fancy he thought 
it would be impertinent. In a very few 
minutes | heard Madame Duval’s voce, as 
fhe defcended from the gallery; “‘ Well,” 
cried I, haftily, ““if I muft go” I ftopt, 
but Sir Clement immediately hand:d me 
into his chariot, called out “* Queen Ann- 
ftreet,” and then jumped in himfelf, Lord 
Orville, with a bow and a half fmile, wifhed 
me good night. 

My concern was fo great, at beirg teen 
and left by Lord Orville im fo ftrnge a 
fituation, that I fhould have beer belt 
pleafed to have remained wholly fileat du- 


rife 
* Ine 





~~ 
BY EL. Wa: 


ring our ride home : but Sir Clement took 
Care to prevent that. 

He began by making many complaints 
of my unwillingnefs to truft mylelf with 
him, and begeed to know what could be 
the reafon? This queftion fo much em- 
batrafied me, that I could not tell what to 
anfwer, but only faid, that I was forry to 
have taken up fo much of his time. 

~O Mifs Anville,” (cried he, takine my 
hand) “if you knew with what tran{port J 
would dedicate to you not only the prefent 
' butall tie future time allotted to me, you 
would rot injure me by making fuch an 
. apology,” 

Feoud not think of a word to fay to 
" this, nor to a great many other equally fine 
‘{peeches with which he ran on, though I 
* would fein have withdrawn my hand, and 
“made almoft continual attempts ; but in 
‘vain, for he actually erafped it between 
* bath his, without any regard to my refift- 
" ance, 

"Soon ifter, he faid that he believed the 
“coachman was going the wrong way, and 
‘he called to his feryant, and gave him di- 
» rections. Then again addreffing himfelf to 
me, “ How often, how alfiduoufly have | 
fought an opportunity of {peaking to yeu, 
“without the prefence of that brute Captain 
! Mirvan ! Fortune -has.now kindly favoured 
me 


167 


























































— F 
168 ey E Lil Ae 


me with one, and permit me,” (again feiz- 
ing my hand) “‘ permit me. to ufe it, in 
telling you that I adore you ve 

[ was quite thunderftruck at this abrupt 
and unexpected declaration. For fome mo- 
ments 1 was filent, but, when I recovered 
from my furprife, I faid, ** Indeed, Sir, if 
you were determined to make me repent 
leaving my own party fo foolifhly, you have 
very well fucceeded.”” 

“ My deareft life,” cried he, “ is it pof- 
fible you can be fo cruel? Can your nature 
and your countenance be fo totally oppo- 
fte? Can the fweet bloom upon: thofe 
charming cheeks, which appears as much 
the refult of good-humour as of beauty-—" 

“©. Sir,” cried I, interrupting him, 
“this is very fine; but 1 had hoped we 
had had enough of this fort of converfation 
at the Ridotto, and I did nat expect you 
would fo foon refume 1t.”’ 

“< What I then faid, my fweet reproacher, 
was the effect of a miftaken, a prophane 
idea, that your underftanding held no com- 
petition with your beauty ; but now, now 
that I find you equally incomparable in 
both, all words, all powers of {peech, are 
too feeble to exprefs the admiration I feel 
of your excellencies.”’ 

“Indeed,” cried I, ‘if your thoughts 
had any connexion with your language, you 

would 
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would never fuppofe that I could oive credit 
to praife fo very much above my defert,” 

This {peech, which I made very gravely, 
occafioned {till ftronger proteftations, which 
he continued to pour forth, and I continued 
to difclaim, till I began to wonder that we 
were not in Queen-Ann-ftreet, and begoed 
he would defire the coachman to drive fatter, 

“ And does this little moment,” cried 
he, “‘ which is the firft of happinefs I have 
ever known, does it already appear fo very 
long to you ?” 

~ Iam afraid the man has miftaken the 
way,” anfwered IJ, “‘or elfe we thould ere 
now have been at our journey’s end. I mutt 
beg you will fpeak to him,” 

~ And can you think me fo much my 
Own enemy ?——if my good genius has in- 
ipired the man with a defire of prolonging 
my happinefs, can you expeét that I fhould 
counter-act its indulgence ?” 

I now began to apprehend that he had 
himfelf ordered the man to go a wrong way, 
and | was fo much alarmed at the idea, that, 
the very inftant it occurred to me, I let down 
the glais, and made a fudden effort to open 
the chariot-door myfelf, with a view of 
jumping into the {treet ; but he caught 
hold of me, exclaiming, ““ For Heaven's 
fake, what is the matter 2”? 

~ II don’t know,” cried I, (quite out 
Von, I. I of 
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6£ breath) “ but I am fure the man goes 
wrong, and, if you will not fpeak to him, 
I am determined I will get out myfelf.” 

‘“ You amaze me,” anfwered he, (fill 
holding me) “ I cannot imagine what you 
apprehend. Surely you can have no doubts 
of my honour ©” 

Le drew me towards him as he fpoke. ‘I 
was frightened dreadfully, and could hardly 
fay, “ No, Sir, no,—none at all,—only 
Mrs. Mirvan,—I think fhe will be un- 
ealy.”’ 

Whence this alarm, my deareft angel? 
—What can you fear ?—my life is at your 
devotion, and can you, then, doubt my 

rotection ?” 

And fo faying, he paffionately kiffed my 
hand. 

Never, in my whole life, have I been fo 
terrified. 1 broke forcibly from him, and, 
putting my head out of the window, called 
aloud to the man to ftop. Where we then 
were 1 know not, but I faw not a human 

being, or I fhould have called for help. 

Sir Clement, with great earneftnels, en- 
deavoured to appeafe and compofe me; 
‘* If you do not intend to murder me,” cried 
I, “ for mercy’s, for pity’s fake, let me gt 
out |” 

“ Compofe your fpirits, my deareft life,” 


cried he, “‘ and I will do every thing i ‘ 
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would have me.” And then he called to 
the man himfelf, and bid him make hafte 
to Queen-Ann-ftreet. “ Thic {tupid: fel- 
low,” continued he, “* has certainly miftaken 
my orders; but I hope you are now fully 
fatisfied.”” 

I made, no anfwer, but kept my head at 
the window, watching which way he drove, 
' but without any comfort to myfelf, as I 
" ‘was quite unacquainted with either the right 

or the wrong, 

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant 
proteftations of honour, and affurances of 
relpect, entreating my pardon for having 
offended me, and befeeching my good Opi- 
nion: but I was quite filent, having too 
much apprehenfion to make reproaches, 
and too much anger to {peak without, 

In this manner. we went through feveral 
itreets, till at laft, to my great terror, he 
fuddenly ordered the man. to {top, and {aid, 
» Mifs Anyille, we are now within twenty 
yatds of your houfe ; but I cannot bear to 
part with you, till you generoully forgive 

) me for the offence you haye taken, and 
‘| Promife not to. make it known to the Mir- 
' Vans,” 
I hefitated between fear and indignation. 
~ Your reluctance to {peak, redoubles 
MY contrition for having difpleafed you, 
y fine it fhews the reliance I might haye.on 
I 94 a pro- 
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a promife which you will not give without 
confideration.” 
‘¢ T am very, very much diftreffed,” cried 
cc : : k ‘ ory ps ee | ich y 
a ONO afk a promife which you muft be 
fenfible I ought not to grant, and yet dare 
not refufe.”” 
“ Drive on!” cried he to the coachman ,; 


wa** Mifs Anville, I will not compel you; | 
will exact no promile, but truft wholly to 
your eenerofity.” 

This rather foftened me; which advan- 
tage he no fooner perceived, than he deter- 
mined to avail’ himfelf of, for he flung 
himfelf on his Knees, nd pleaded with fo 
much fubmiffion, that I was really obliged | 
co forgive. him, becaufe his humiliation 
made me quite afhamed: and, after that, j 
Le would not let me reft till 1 gave him my ; 
word that I would not complain of him to ;| 
Mrs. Mirvan. , 

My own folly and pride, which had put + 
me in his power, were pleas which I could |, 
not but attend to in his favour. Howevel, y 
| fhall take very particular care never t0 be | 
again alone with him. : 

When, at laft, we arrived at our houfe, »; 
1 was fo overjoyed, that I fhould certainly 
have pardoned him then, if I had not be), 
fore. As he. handed me up ftairs, he fcolded ,, 
his fervant aloud, and very angrily, for. 


having gone fo much out of the way. Mus 
Muirvai 
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Mirvan ran out to meet me,—and who 
fhould I fee behind her, but—Lord Or- 
ville ! 

All my joy now vanifhed, and gave place 
to fhame fufion; for I could not 
endure that. he fhould know how long a 
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time Sir Clement and I had been together, 
fince 1 was not at liberty to affign any rea- 
fon for it. 

They all. expreffed creat fatisfaction. at 
leeing me, and faid they had been extremely 
wnealy and furprifed that I was fo long 
coming home, as they had heard from Lord 
Orville that I was not with Madame Du- 
val. Sir Clement, in an affected paffion, 
faid that his booby of a fervant had mif- 
underftood his orders, and was driving us 
to the upper end of Piccadilly. For my 
' part, | only coloured, for though I would 
not forfeit my word, I yet difdained to 
confirm a tale in which I had myfelf no 
belief. 

Lord Orville, with great politenefs, con- 
gratulated me, that the troubles of the even- 
ing had fo happily ended, and faid, that he 
had found it impoffible to return home, be- 
fore he enquired after my fafety. 
¢ [nea very fhort time he took leave, and 
» Sit Clement followed him. As foon as 
{ they were gone, Mrs. Mirvan, though with 
great foftnefs, blamed me for having quit- 
I 2 ted 
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ted Madame Duval. I affured her, and 
with truth, that for the future 1 would be 
more prudent. 

The adventures of the evening fo much 
difconcerted me, that I could not fleep all 
night. Iam under the moft cruel appre- 
henfions, left Lord Orville fhould fuppofe 
ny being on the gallery-ftairs with Sir Cle- 
ment was a concerted fcheme, and even that 
our continuing fo long together in his cha- 
riot, was with my approbation, fince I did 
not fay a word on the fubject, nor expres 
any diflatisfaétion at the coachman’s pre- 
tended blunder. 

Yet his coming hither to wait our arrival, 
though it feems to imply fome doubt, fhews 
alfo fome anxiety. Indeed) Mifs Mirvan 
{ays, that he.appeared: extremely anxious, nay 
uneafy and impatient for-my return, If 
did:not fear to flatter myfelf, I fhould think 
it notimpoffible but that-he had a fufpicion 
of Sir Clement’s defign, and was therefore 
concerned for my fafety. 

What a long letter is this! however, I 
fhall not write many more from London, 
for the Captain faid this morning, that he 
would leave town on Tuefday next. Ma- 
dame Duval will-dine here to-day, and then 
fhe is to be told his intention. 

lam very much amazed that fhe accepted 
Mrs, Mirvan’s invitation, as fhe was in fuch 

wrath 
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wrath yefterday. I fear that to-day I fhall 
myfelf be the principal object -of her dift 


pleafure; but I muft fubmit patiently, for 
I cannot. defend myfelf. 

Adieu, my deareft Sir. Should this lets 
ter be. productive of. any uneafinefs to you, 
more than ever fhall | repent the heedlefs 
imprudence which it recites. 


; 
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LETTER XXII 


Evelina in continuation. 


Monday morning, April 18, 


RS. Mirvan has juft communicated 

to me an anecdote concerning Lord 

Orville, which has. much furprifed, half 
pleafed, and half pained me, 

While they were fitting together during 
the opera, he told her that he had been 
greatly concerned at the impertinence which 
the young lady under her proteétion had 
luffered from Mr. Lovel; but that-he had 
the pleafure-of aftu ring her, fhe had no fu- 
ture difturbance to apprehend from him. 

Mrs, Mirvan, with great eagernefs, beg- 
ged he would explain himfelf, and faid fhe 
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hoped he had not thought fo infienificant an 
affair worthy his fer ious attention. 

ve Tere? is nothing,” anfwered he, “* which 
requires more immediate notice than imper- 
tinence, for it ever encroaches when it is 
tolerated.” Fe then added, that he be- 

lieved he ought to ap logize for the liberty 
= had taken of interfering, but that, as he 
regarded hin nfelf in the lig ht of a party con- 
cerned, from having had the honour of 
dancing with Mifs Anville, he could not 
pofi fibly reconcile to himfelf a patient neu- 
trality, 

He then proceeded to tell her, that he 
had waited upon Mr, Lovel the morning 
after the play; that the vifit had proved an 
amicable one, but the particulars were nel- 
ther entertaining nor neceffary ; he only 
affured her, Mifs Anville might be per- 
feetly eafy, fince Mr. Lovel had engaged 
his honour never more to mention, or even 
to hint at what had paffed at Mrs. Stanley’s 
affe mbly. 

Mrs. Mirvan expreffed her fatisfa¢tion at 
this conclufion, and thanked him for his 
polite attention to her young friend. 

It would be needlefs,” faid he, 
requeft that this affair may never be 
fince Mrs. Mirvan cannot but fee the necef- 
fity of keeping it inviolably fecret; butl 
thought 
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thought it incumbent upon me, as the 
young lady is under your protection, to af- 
fure both you and her of Mr. Lovel’s fu- 
ture refpect,”’ 

Flad I known of this vifit previous to 
Lord Orville’s making it, what dreadful 
unealinefs would it have coft me! Yet that 
he thould fo much intereft himfelf in fecur- 
ing me from offence, gives me, I muft 
own, an internal pleafure greater than | 
can exprefs; for I feared he had too: con- 
temptuous an opinion of me, to take any 
trouble upon my account. Though, after 
all, this interference might rather be to {a- 
tisty his own delicacy, than from thinking 
well of me. 

But how cool, how quiet is true cou- 
rage! Who, from feeing Lord Orville at 
the play, would have imagined his refent- 
ment would have hazarded his life? yet his 
difpleafure was evident, though his real 
bravery and his politenefs equally cuarded 
him from entering into any difcuffion in our 
prefence. 

Madame Duval, as I expected, was. moft 
terribly angry yeiterday ; fhe {colded me 
for I believe two hours, on account of hay- 
ing leit her, and protefted fhe had: been fo 
much furprifed at my going, without giving 
her time to anfwer, that fhe hardly. knew 
whether fhe was awake or afleep. But the 
Is affured. 
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affared. me, that if ever I did fo again, fhe 
would never more take me into public, 
And fhe expreffed an equal degree of dif- 
pleafure againft Sir Clement, becaufe he 
had not-even fpoken’ to her; and becaule he 
was. always of the Captain’s fide in dn argu- 
ment. . The Captain,. as bound in honour, 
warmly defended him, and: then: followed a 


oa 
wwe 


difpute in the ufual {tyle. 


After dinner, Mrs. Mirvan introduced 
e fubject of our leaving London. Ma- 
Puival faid fhe fhould ftay a month 
or twodonger, ‘Fhe Captain: told her fhe 
was welcome, but that he and his family 
fhould: go into the country on Tuefday 
morning. 

A-moft-difagreeable fcene followed 5 Ma- 
dame Duval infifted upon keeping me with 
her: but Mrs. Mirvan iaid,. that: as I was 
actually engaged on a vifit to Lady Howard, 
who had only-confented to my leaving her 
for a few days, fhe could not think of re- 
turning without me. 

Perhaps if the Captain had not interfered, 
the good-breeding and mildnefs of Mrs. 
Mirvan might have had fome effect upom 
Madame Duval; but he pafles no oppor 
tunity of provoking her, and therefore 
made fo. many erofs and rude fpeeches, all 
of which fhe retorted, that, in conclufion, 

fhe vowed fhe would fooner go to law, im 
right 
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right-of her relationfhip, than that I fhould 
be taken away from her, 

Iheard this account from Mrs, Mirvan, 
who was fo kindly confiderate as to give me 
a pretence for quitting the room, as foon 
as this difpute began, left Madame Duval 
fhould refer to me, and infift on my obe- 
dience, 

The final refult of the converfation was, 
that, to foften matters for the prefent, Ma- 
dame Duval fhould make one in the party 
for Howard Grove, whither we are pofi- 
tively to go next Wednefday. And though 
we are none of) us fatisfied with this plan, 
we know not how to form a better, 

Mrs. Mirvan is now writing to Lady 
Howard, to excufe bringing this unexpected 
gueft, and:to prevent the difagreeable fur- 
prife, which muft, otherwife, attend her 
reception. ‘This dear: lady feems eternally 
ftudying my happinefs and advantage. 

To-night we go to the Pantheon, which 
is the :lait\diverfion we fhall partake of *in 
London, for to-morrow ———— 


This. moment, my. deareft Sir, I haye 
received your, kind letter. 

If you thought.us.too difMipated, the firtt 
week, I almoft fear. to-know what-yow will 
think of us this fecond;—however, the 
I 6 Pantheon 
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Pantheon this evening will probably be the 
laft public place which I fhall ever fee. 
The affurance of your fupport and pro- 
te&tion intregard to Madame Duval, though 
what I never doubted, excites my utmott 
cratitude : how, indeed, cherifhed under 
: happy object of your con- 
{tant indujgence, how could I have borne 
to become the flave of her tyrannical hu- 
mours pardon me that | fpeak fo hardly 


your roof, the 


A 
of her, but, whenever the idea ol paffing 
Ge’ ‘s i o 
my days with her occurs. to me, the compa- 
a ona ’ . ae? AR =a s 
turallvy follows, takes from 
forbearance, which, | believe, I 


. > 


rifon which na 
me all that for! 
owe her. 
You are already difpleafed with Sit Cle- 
ment: to be fure, then, hts behaviour after 
ke peace with you. 
Indeed. the more I reflect upon it, the more 
anery Lam. I was entirely in his: power, 
and it was cruel in him to caufe me fo much. 


i 
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the Opera will not mak 


terror. 

O my deareft Sir, were I but worthy the 
prayers and the wifhes you offer for me, the 
utmoft ambition of my heart would be fully 
fatished! but I greatly fear you will find 
me, now that I’am out of the reach of your 
affiting prudence, more weak and imperfect 
than you could have expected. 

I have not now time to write another 
word, 
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word, for I mut imm ediately haften to 
drefs for the e evening. 
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lancholy In ¥ iting an account of 
our laft adventures in London; however, 
as this day is merely appropriated to. pack- 
ing, and. preparations for our journey, and 
as. | fhall fhortly have no more adventures 
to write, I think | may as well] Som 
my town journal at once: And, when: you 
have it all together, $i my } deat ir Sir, you 
will fend me your Kw rvati ind t thoug shits 


upon it to Howard Gro 

About eight Ce we went to the Pan- 
theon, I was extremely ftruck with the 
beauty of the building, which greatly fur- 
paffed whatever I couki have expected or 
imagined. Yet, it has more the appearance 
of achapel, than of a fp ace Ol diverfion ; 
and, thoug! h Il was q ite Charred with the 
magnificence of the room, | felt that I 
could not be as gay and thoughtlels there 


as at Ranelagh, for there is fomething in it 
“which 
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which rather infpires awe- and folemnity, 
than mirth and _ pleafure. pests wever, per- 
haps it may only have this effect upon fuch 
a novice as mytelf. 

I fhould have faid, that our party con- 
fitted only of os previa Mirs. and Mifs Mir- 

van, as Madame Duval fpent the day in 
the city :—-which 1 own I. could not la- 
ment. 
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[here was a great deal of company ; but 
- : + 

] al pee & et Moe em = he Fe ne PARES 

the firft perfon we faw was oil ‘lement 


Willough by. He addrefled us with his 
ufual eafe, and joined us for the whole even- 
ing. I fel my felf very uneafy in his. pre- 
fence; for I could not look at him, nor 
hear him fpeak, without recollecting the 
chariot adventure; but to my great amaze- 
ment, I obferved that he looked: at me with- 
out the leaft apparent ditc compofure, though 
certainly he ought not to think of his be- 
haviour w thout: blufhine. I really wifhl 
had not forgiven. him, and then he could 
not have ventured to {peak to me any more. 
There was an exceeding good’ concert, 
but too much talking to hear. it well. In- 
deed I am quite a{tonithed to find how little 
tnufic is attended to in filence; for though 
every body feems to admire, hardly any 

body liftens. 
We: did not fee Lord Orville, till we 
went into the tea-room, which is large, 
low, 
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low, and under cround, and ferves merely 
asa foil to the apartments. above; he then 
fat next to us; “aa feemed to belong to a 
large party, chiefly of ladies ; but, among 
the gentlemen attending them, I perceived 
Mr. Lovel. 

J was ext a irrefolute whether or not 
IT ought to make any acknowledgements to 
Lord Orville for his generous conduct in 
fecuring me from the future eet 
of that man; and I thought, that as he 
had feemed to allow Mrs, Mirvan to ac- 
quaint me, thoueh no one elfe, of the 
meafures which he had ta ken, he might 
perhaps fuppofe me uner ateful if filent: 
however, I might have: fpared myfelf the 
trouble of deliberating, as I never once had 
the fhadow of an opportunity of {peaking 
unheard by Sir Clement. On the contrary, 
he was fo exceedingly officious and forward, 
that I could not fay a word to any body, 
but inftantly he bent his head forward, with 
an air of profound attention, as if i had 
addreffed myfelf wholly to him: and yet, I 
never once looked at him, and would. not 
have fpoken to him on. any account. 

Indeed, Mrs. Murvan herfelf, though 
unacquainted with the behaviour of Sir 
Clement after the opera, fays it is not right 
for a young woman to be ieen fo fr equently 
in public with the fame eentleman; and, if 
our 
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our ftay 1 “n town was to be lengthened, fhe 
would endeavour to rep refent tot the Cap- 
tain the | mpropriety of allowing his con- 
fant attendance; for Sir Clem ent, with all 
his ea/fine/s, could not. be fo eternally of 
our parties, if the Captain was lefs fond of 
his company. 


At the fame table with Lord Orville, fat 
agentleman,—I ca rT him fo only becaufe 
he aas at the fame table,—who, almoft 
from the moment I was feated, hx his 
eyes ftedfaftly on my face, and never once 
removed them to any other object during 
tea-time, notwithftandi ing my diflixe - of his 
ftaring muit, 1 am fure, have heen very 


+ 


evident. Iwas quite fu rprifed, that a man 
whofe boldnefs was fo offenfive, could 
have gained admiffion into a party of which 
Lord Orville made one; for I naturally 
concluded him to be fome low-bred, and 
wneducated man; and I thought my ide 
was indubitably confirmed, when I heard 
him fay. to Sir Clement Willough "Y: in an 
audible whifper,—which is a mode f ipeech 
very ditt refling and difagreeable to by ftand- 
ers,—" For Heaven's fake, Willoughby, 
who is that lovely creature ?” 

But what was my amazement, when, Iif- 
tening attentively for the anfwer, though 
my head was turned another way, | heard 
Sir Clement fay, “‘I am forry I cannot m- 

form 


gome 
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form your Lordfhip, but I am ienorant 
mytfelf.”’ | 
Lordfbip !——how extraordinary! that a 


7 ; . slight 
nobleman, accuiftomed, in all probability, to 


: 


the firft rank of company in the kingdom 


from his earlieft infan« y, can poffibly be 
deficient in good manners, however faulty in 
morals and principles! Even Sir Clement 
Willoughby appeared 

jon with this perfon. 

During tea, a converfation was com- 
menced upon the times, fafhions, anc 
hic places, in which the company o 
tables joined. It began by Sir Clement’s 
enquiring of Mifs Mirvan and of me if the 
Pantheon had anfwered our expectations. 

We both readily agreed that it had oreat- 
ly exceeded them. 

“ Ay, to be fure,” faid the Captain, 
““why you don’t fuppofe they’d confefs they 
did n’t like it, do you ? Whatever’s the 
fafhion, they mutt like of courfe ;—or elfe 
I'd be bound for it they’d own, that there 
never was {uch a dull place as this here in- 
vented,”* 

“And has, then, this building,” faid 
Lord Orville, “‘ no merit that may ferve to 
Jeflen your cenfure? Will not your eye, 
Sir, {peak fomething in its favour ?” 

Eye!” cried the Lord, (I don’t know 
his name, ) “* and is there any eye here, that 
can 
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can find pleafure in looking at dead. walls 
or ftatues, when fuch heavenly living ob- 
jects as I now fee demand all their. admira- 
tion ?” 

“O. certainly,” faid Lord Orville, * the 
lifelefs fymmetry of architecture, however 
beautiful the defign and proportion, no man 
would be fo mad as to put in competition 
vith the animated charms of nature: but 
when, as to-night, the eye may be regaled at 
the fame time, and in one view, with all 
the excellence of art, and all the perfection 
of nature, I cannot think that either fuffer 
by being feen together.” 

“T orant, my Lord,” faid Sir Clement, 
‘that the cool eye of unimpaffioned philo- 
fophy may view both with equal attention, 
and equal fafety ; but, where the heart is 
not fo well guarded, it is apt to interfere, 
ahd render, even to the eye, all objects. but 
one infipid and uninterefting.” 

“Aye, aye,” cried the Captain, “ you 
may talk what you will of your eye here, 
and your eye there, and, for the matter of 
that, to be fure you have two,—but we all 
know they both fquint one way,.” 

“‘ Rar be it from me,” faid Lord Orville, 
“to difpute the magnetic power of beauty, 
which irrefittibly draws and attracts whatever 
has foul and fympathy : and I am happy to 
acknowledge, that though we have now no 
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gods to occupy a manfion profeffedly built 
for them, yet we have fecured their J, ther 
balves, tor we have goddeffes to whom we all 
moft willingly bow down.” And then, 
with a very droll air, he made a profound 
reverence to the ladies, 

~ They’d need be coddeffes with a ven- 
geance,”’ faid the Captain, “‘ for they’re 
mortal dear to look at, Howlomever, I 
fhould be glad to know what you can fee in 
e’er a face among them that’s worth half a 
guinea for a fight.” 

** Half a guinea!? exclaimed that fame 
Lord; “I would give half I am worth, for 
arfight of only ove, provided I make my 
own choice. And; prithee, how can mo- 
ney be better employed than in the fervice 
of fine women?” 

“If the ladies of his own party can par- 
don the Captain’s fpeech,” faid Sir Cle- 
ment, “‘ I think he has’a fair claim to the 
forgivenefs of all.’ 

Then you depend very much, as I 
doubt not but you may,” faid Lord Or- 
ville, “" upon the general fweetnefs of the 
fex;—-but, as to the ladies of the Captain’s 
party, they may: eafily pardon, for they 
cannot be hurt.” 

“ But they muft: have a devilifh good 
conceit of themfelves, though,” faid the 
Captain, “* to believe all that. Howfom- 
ever, 
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ever, whether or no, 1 fhould be glad to 
who feem to be 


be told, by fome of you, | ob 
what kind of di 


cha place as this 


TY 


knowing in them things, 
verfion can be found in fu 
here, for one who has had, long ago, his 
full of face-hunting °” 

E.very body laughed, but nobody fpoke. 
‘¢ Why look you there, now,” continued 
the Captain, “ you're all at a dead ftand!-— 
not a man among you can anfwer that there 
queition. Why, then, I muft make bold to 
conclude, that you all come here for no 
manner of purpofe but to ftare at one ano- 
ther’s pretty faces »—-though, for the mat- 
ter of that, half of ’em are plaguy ugly, 
and, as to t’other half,—1 believe it’s none 
of God’s manufactory.” 

‘© “What the ladies may come hither for, 
Sir,” faid Mr. Lovel, (ftroking his ruffles, 
and looking down,) “‘ it would ill become 
us to determine; but as to we men, doubt- 
lefs we can have no other view, than to ad- 
mire them.” 

“ If] be n’t miftaken,” cried the Cap- 
tain, (looking earneftly in his face,) °° you 
are that fame perfon we faw at Love for 
Love tother night; be n’t you?” 

Mr. Lovel bowed. 

‘¢ Why then, Gentlemen,” continued he, 
with a loud laugh, “‘ I muft tell you a mot 
xcellent good joke ,;—when all was over, 
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as fure as you're alive, he afked what the 
play was! Ha, ‘ha, ha!” 
© Sir,” faid Mr. Lovel, colouring, “ if 
ou were as much ufed to a town life as I 
am,—which, I prefume, is not precifely the 
cafe,—I fancy you would not find fo much 
diverGion from a circumftance io common,” 
‘““ Common! what, is it commons” re- 
peated the Captain; “why then, “fore 
George, fuch chaps are more fit to be fent 
to fchool, and well difciplined with a cat 
o’ nine tails, than to poke their heads into a 
play-houfe. Why, a play is the only thing 
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left, now-a-days, that has a grain of ic 
in it; for as to all the reft of your public 
places, d’ye fee, if they were all put to- 
gether, I would n’t give that for ’em !” 
{napping his fingers. ‘* And now we’re 
talking of them fort of things, there’s your 
operas,—I fhould like to know; now, what 
any of you can find to fay for thet. as 
Lord Orville, who was moft able to have 
anfwered, feemed by no means to think the 
Captain worthy an argument, upon a fub- 
ject concerning which he had neither know- 
ledge nor feeling :. but, turning to us, he 
faid, “* The ladies are filent, and we feem 
to have engroffed the converfation to our- 
felves. in which we are much more our 
own enemies thantheirs. But,” addrefling 
him&lf to Mifs Mirvan and me, “ I am 
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moft defirous to hear the opinions OF thefe 
: MEN § ere 
young ladies, to whom ali puodiic places 


i 


muft, as yet, be new.” 

We both, and with eagernels, declared 
that we had received as much, if not-more 
pleafure, at the opera than any where: but 
we had better have been filent; for the 
Captain, quite difpleafed, faid, “SW hat 
ficnifies afking them cirls? Do you think 
they know their own minds yet ? Afk ’em 
after any thing that’s called diverfion, and 
youre fure they'll fay it’s vattly fine;——they 
are a fet of parrots, and {peak by rote, for 
they all fay the fame thing: but afk ‘em 
how they like making puddings and pies, 
and [ll warrant you'll pofe ’em. AAs to 
them operas, I delire I may hear no more 
of their liking fuch nonfenfe ; and for you, 
Moll,” to his daughter, “I charge you, as 
you value my favour, that you'll never 
again be fo impertinent as to have a tafte of 
your own before my face. There are fools 
enough in the world, without your adding 
so their. number. I’ll have no daughter of 
mine affeét them fort of megrims. It is a 
fhame they a’n’t put down; and if Pd my 
will, there’s not a magiftrate in this town, 
but fhould be knocked of the head for fuf- 
fering them. If you've a mind to praile 
any thing, why you may praife a play, and 
welcome, for I like it myfelf.” 

This 
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This reproof effectually filenced us both 
for the reft of the evening. Nay, indeed, 
for fome minutes it feemed to filence every 
body elfe; till Mr. Lovel, not willing to 
lofe an opportunity of returning the Cap- 
tain’s farcafm, faid, *° Why, really, Sir, it 
is but natural to. be moft pleafed with what 
is moft familiar, and, I think, of all our 
diverfions, there is not one fo much in 
common between us and the country, as a 
play. Not a village but has its barns and 
comedians ; and as for the ftage bufinefs, why 
it may be pretty equally done any where; 
and even in regard to us, and the canaille, 
confined as we all are within the femi-circle 
of a theatre, there is no place where the dif- 
tinction is lefs obvious.” 

While the Captain feemed confidering for 
Mr. Lovel’s meaning, Lord Orville, pro- 
bably with a view to prevent his finding it, 
changed the fubject to Cox’s Mufeum, and 
afked what he thought of it? 

“© Think !—” faid he, “* why I think as 
how it #n’t worth thinking about. I like 
no fuch jem cracks. It is only fit, in my 
mind, for monkeys,—though, for aught I 
know, they too might turn up their nofes 
at it.” 

“© May we afk your Lordfhip’s own opi- 
nion ?” faid Mrs, Mirvan. 

“* The. mechanifm,” anfwered he, “is 
wonderfully 
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wonderfully ingenious : I am forry it 1s 
turned to no better account; Dutits purport 
‘s {o frivolous, fo very remote irom all aim 
‘attruion or utility, that the fight of fo 
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fne a fhew, only leaves a regret on the 


C 

mind, that fo much work, and fo much in- 
enuity, fhould not be better beftowed.” 
“The truth is,” faid the Captain, ~ that 
in all this huge town, fo full as it is of 
folks of all forts, there i’n’t fo much as one 
public place, befides the play-houfe, where 
a man, that’s to fay a man who 7s a man, 
ought not to be afhamed to fhew his face. 
T’other day they got me to a ridotto; but 
I believe it will be long enough before they 
get me to another. I knew no more what 
fo do with myfelf, than if my fhip’s com- 
pany had been metamorpholed into French- 
men. Then, again, there’s your famous 
Ranelagh, that you make fuch a fufs about, 
—why what a dull place is that |—jt’s the 
wortft of all.” 

** Ranelagh dull !”—"" Ranelagh dull!” 
was echoed from mouth to mouth, and all 
the ladies, as if of one accord, regarded the 
Captain with looks of the moft ironical con- 
tempt. 

“As to Ranelagh,” {aid Mr. Lovel, 
** moft indubitably, though the price 1s 
lebeian, it is by no means adapted to the 

plebeian tafte. It requires a certain acquaint- 
ance 
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ance with high life, and—-and—and fome- 
thing of —of—fomething d’ux vrai gout, to 
be really fenfible of its merit. Thofe whofe 
—whofe connections, and fo forth, are not 
among /es gens comme il faut, can feel nothing 
but ennui at fuch a place as Ranelagh.” 

“Ranelagh !” cried Lord ——, ** O, 
"tis the divineft place under heaven,—or, 
indeed, —for aught I know e 

‘* O you creature!” cried a pretty, but 
affected young lady, patting him with her 
fan, “* you fha’n’t talk fo; I know what 
you are going to fay; but, pofitively, I 
won't fit by you, if you’re fo wicked.” 

** And how can one fit by you, and be 
eood ?” faid he, “‘ when only to look at 
you is enough to make one wicked-—or 
with to be fo ?” 

“ Fie, my Lord!” returned fhe, “ you 
are really infufferable. I don’t think I fhall 
fpeak to you again thefe feven years.” 

“© What a metamorphofis,” cried Lord 
Orville, ‘‘ fhould you make a patriarch of 
his Lordfhip !” 

“* Seven years !” faid he: ““ dear Madam, 
be contented with telling me you will not 
fpeak to me after feven years, and I will 
endeavour to fubmit.” 

“©, very well, my Lord,” anfwered 
fhe, “‘ pray date the end of our {peaking 
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to each other as early as you pleafe, I'll 
promife to agree to your time.” 

“ You know, dear Madam,” faid he, 
fipping his tea, ‘* vou know I only live in 
your fight.” 

“‘ O yes, my Lord, I have long known 
that. But I begin to fear we fhall be too 
late for Ranelagh this evening.” 

““ Ono, Madam,” faid Mr. Lovel, look- 
ing at his watch, “it is but juft paft ten.” 

‘* No more!” cried fhe, *“ O then we 
fhall do very well.” 

All the ladies now ftarted up, and de- 
clared they had no time to lofe. 

** Why what the D—1,” cried the Cap- 
tain, leaning forward with both his arms 
on the table, “‘ are you going to Ranelagh 
at this time of night °” 

The ladies looked at one another, and 
{miled. 

‘““ To Ranelagh?” cried Lord . 
““ Yes, and I hope you are going too; for 
we cannot poffibly excufe thefe ladies.” 
‘I go to Ranelagh ?—if I do, I’]l be 

$3 
Every body_ now: ftood up, and the 
ftranger Lord, coming round to me, faid, 
** You go, 1 hope ?” 

** No; my Lord, I believe not.” 

‘“* O-you'cannot, muft not be f barbas 
rous.” And he took my hand, and ranon 
faying 
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faying fuch fine fpeeches and compliments, 
that I might almoft have fuppofed myfelf a 
gocddefs, and him a pagan, paying me ado- 
ration. As foon as I poffibly could, I drew 
back my hand; but he frequently. in th 
courfe of converfation, contrived to tak. 


2} rh If wae evtremele Aifsweennhl 
again, though It Was extremely dilagreeable 
. 


iu && 


tome; and the more fo, as I faw that Lord 
“17 ? . > ee 
Orville had his eyes fixed upon us, with a 
es Hu E> a pera AEC Ss p ge Oh ge eee 
gravity Of attention that made me une aly. 
36 


And, furely, My dear Sir, it was a oreat 
liberty in this Lord, notwithilanding his 
rank, to treat me fo freely. - As to Sir 
Clement, he feemed in mifery. 

hey all endeavoured to prevail withthe 
Captain to join the Ranelagh party ; and 
this Lord told me, in a low voice, that # 
was tearing bis heart out to go without me, 

During this converfation, Mr. Lovel 

came forward, and affuming a look of fur- 
prife, made me a bow, and enquired how 
I'did, protefting, upon his honour, that he 
had not feen me before, or would fooner 
have paid his refpeéts to me. 
Though his politenefs was evidently con- 
ftrained, yet I was very glad to be thus af- 
lured of having nothing more to fear from 
him, 

The Captain, far from liftening to their 
perfuafions of accompanying them to Ra- 
helach, was quite in a paflion at the pro- 
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pofal, and vowed he would fooner go to 


the Black-bole in Calcutta. 

“ Bur,” faid Lord ——, “ if the /adies 
will take their tea at Ranelagh, you may 
depend upon our feeing them fafe home, for 
we fhall all be proud of the honour of at- 
tending them.” 

“* May be fo,” faid the Captain , ~ but I'l 
tell you what, if one of thefe places be n't 
enough for them to-night, why to-morrow 
they fhall go to ne’er a one.” 

We inftantly declared ourfelves very rea- 
dy to go home. 

“ It is not for yourfelves that we peti- 
tion,” faid Lord ——-, “ but for ws; if 
you have any charity, you will not be fo 

cruel as to deny us; we only beg you to 
prolong our happinefs for a few minutes,— 
the favour is but a {mall one for you to 
grant, though fo great a one for us to fe- 
ceive.” 

“ To tell you a piece of my mind,” faid 
the Captain, furlily, “I think you might 
as well not give the girls fo much of this 
palaver : they'll take it all for gofpel. As 
to Moll, why fthe’s well enough, but no- 
thing extraordinary, though, perhaps, you 
may perfuade her that her pug-nole is all 
the fafhion: and as to the other, why the’s 


cood white and red, to be fure,; but what 
of 
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of that ?—I’ll warrant fhe’ll moulder away 
as faft as her neighbours.’ 

* Is there,” cried Lord ——-, * another 
man in this place, who, leeing fuch objects, 
could make fuch a foeech 3 p? 

As to that there,” returned the Cap- 
tain, “ I don’t know whether there be or 
no, and, to make free, I don’t care; for | 
fha’n’t go for to model myfelf by any of 
thefe fair-weather chaps, who dare not fo 
much as fay their fouls are their own,— 
and, for aught I know, no more they ben’t 
T’m almoft as oh afhamed of my coun- 
trymen, as if | was a Frenchman, and I 
believe in my heart wi ere i'n’t a pin to chufe 
between them ; and, before long, we fhall 
hear the very failors talking that lingo, and 
fee never a fwabber without a bag and a 
{fword,” 

*-He, he, he —well, pon honour,” 
cried Mr. Lovel, “ you g sentlemen of the 
ocean have a mot ft fevere way of judging.” 

* Severe! ’fore George, that ‘s impof- 
fible; for, to cut the matter fhort, the men, 
as they call themfelves, are no better than 
monkeys; and as to the women, why they 
are mere dolls. So, now you've sot my 
opinion of this fubj ect ; ; and fo I with you 
sood night.” 

The ladies, who were very impatient to 
be gone, made their courtfies, and tripped 
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away, followed by all the gentlemen of their 
party, except the Lord il have before men- 
tioned, and Lord Orville : who ftayed to 
make enquiries of Mrs. Mirvan concerning 
our leaving town; and then faying, with 
his ufual politencfs, ORAS TMA civil to each 
of us, with a very grave air, he quitted us, 

Lord remained fome minutes long- 
er, which he fpent in making a profufion of 
compliments to me, by which he prevented 
my hearing diftinétly what Lord Orville 
faid, to my great vexation, efpecially as he 
looked—I thought fo, at leaft,—as if dif- 
pleafed at his particularity of behaviour to 
me, 

In going to an outward room, to wait 
for the carriage, I walked, and could not 
poffibly avoid it, between this nobleman 
and Sir Clement Willoughby; and, when 


} 


the fervant {aid the coach ft opped the way, 
though the latter offered me his hand, which 
| fhould much have preferred, this fame 
Lord, without any ceremony, took mine 
himfelf ; and Sir Clement, with a look ex- 
nely provoked, conducted Mrs, Mir- 
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n all.ranks and all ftations of life, how 
ftrangely do characters and manners differ 
Lord Orville, with a pe eae which knows 
no intermiflion, and makes.no.diftinction, 1s 


‘x 7 , ‘y+ wit? 
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mixed with the great, and was totally igno- 
rant of every qualif ication he poflefies ; “this 
other Lord, though lavifh of compliments 
and fine fpeeches, feems to me an entire 
ftranger to real good -breeding whoever 
{trikes his fancy, en; srofies his whole atten- 
tion. He is forward and bold, has an air of 
haughtinefs towards men, and a look of li- 
bertinifm towards women, and his con- 
{cious quality feems to have given him a 
freedom in his way of {peaking to either 
fex, that is very little fhort of rudenefs. 

When we returned home, we were all 
low-fpirited ; the evening’s entertainment 
had difple: afed the Captain, and his difplea- 
fure, I believe, difconcerted us all. 

And here I thought to have concluded 
my letter; but, to my great furprife, juft 
now we had a vifit from Lord Orville. He 
called, he faid, to pay his refpects to us 
before we left town, and made many en- 
quiries concerning our return; and, when 
Mrs. Mirvan tol d him we were soing into 
the country without any view "of again 
quitting it, as expreffed his CononEN in fuch 
terms——1o — te, fo flattering, fo ferious— 
that I coul d hardly forbear poiad forry my- 
felf. Were I to go imme diately to Berry 
Hill, 1 am fure I fhould feel nothing but 
joy ;——but, now we are joined by this Cap- 
tain, and by Madame Duval, I muit own 
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f expect very little pleafure at Howard 
Grove. 

Before Lord Orville went, Sir Clement 
Willoughby called. Je was more grave 
than I had ever feen him, and made feveral 
attempts to fpeak to me in a low voice, 
and to affure me that his regret upon the 
occafion of our journey, was entirely upon 
my account. But I was not in fpirits, and 
could not bear to be teazed by him. How- 
ever, he has fo well paid his court to Cap- 
cain Mirvan, that he gave him a very hearty 
invitation to the Grove. At this, he brigh- 
rened,—-and, juft then, Lord Orville took 
leave ! 

No doubt but he was difgufted at this 
ll-timed, ill-bred partiality ; for furely it 
was very wrong to make an invitation be- 
fore Lord Orville, in which he was not in- 
cluded ! I was fo much chagrined, that, as 
foon as he went, I left the room; and I 
fhall not go down ftairs till Sir Clement is 
gone. 

Lord Orville cannot but obferve his affi- 
duous endeavours to ingratiate himfelf into 
my favour ; and does not this extravagant 
civility of Captain Mirvan, give him reafon 
to fuppofe, that it meets with our general 
approbation? I cannot think vpon this 
fubjeét, without inexpreffible uneafinets ;— 
dnd yet, I can think of nothing elfe. 
Adieu, 
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Adieu, my deareft Sir. Pray write tome 
immediately. How many lone letters has 
this one fhort fortnight produced! -More 
than I may, proba bly, ever write again: I 
fear I fhall have tired you with reading 
them; but you will now have time to reft, 
for I fhali find but little to fay in future. 

And now, moft honoured Sir, with all 
the follies and imperfections which I have 
thus faithfully recounted, can you, and 
with unabated kindnefs, fuffer me to fign 
myfelf 

Your dutiful, 
and moft affectionate 





LETTER XAIV. 


Aér, Villars to Evelina. 


Berry Hill, April 22. 

OW much do I rejoice that I can a- 
cain addrefs my letters to Howard 
Grove! .My Evelina would have grieved, 
had fhe dain the anxiety of my. mind, 
during her refidence in the great world. 
My apprehenii ons have been inexpreffibly 
alarming ; and your journal, at once excit- 
ing and relieving my fears, has almog 


wholly 
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wholly occupied me, fince the time of your 


"ep Pee 
dating it from Le nidon. 


Ss. CW Arane 4) ye b hn cy eesti ee 
oir WCiement Wil l louchb} V uit pe an art- 
tage ee Sa eee eT eT me Wr i 
ful, defignine man; I am extremely irtita- 
, Niggas Ean ag DQ TL (TFs: “ 
ted at his conduct. The paffion he pretends 


for you has neither fincerity nor honour: the 
manner and the opportunities he has chofen 
to declare it, are bordering upon infult. 


} : . olay ~ ) 9 me 7 +} rT 
Fils uny WOTLIDY be NaVviour after tne Opera, 


convinces me, that, had not your vehemence 
friehtened him Queen-Ann- ftreet would 


biiiti, 
have been the laft place whither he would 
lered his chariot. O my child, how 
thankful am I for your efcape! need not 
Tam fure, enlarge upon your indif- 
cretion and want of thought, in fo haftily 
trufting yourfelf with a man fo little known 
to you, and whofe gaiety and flightineis 
fhould have put you on your guard. 

The nobleman you met at the Pantheon, 
bold and forward as s you defcribe him to 
be, gives me no appre henfion; a man who 
appears fo o die nly licentious, and who makes 
his attack with fo little recard to decorum, 
is one who, to at pee fuch as my E,velina’s, 
can never be feen but with the difgult 
which his manners ought to excite. 

But Sir Clement, though he feeks occa- 
fion to give real offence, contrives to avoid 
all appearance of intentional evil. He is 
far more dangerous, becaufe more artful ; 
9 but 
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but I am happy to obferve, that he feems 
to have made no impreffion upon your 
heart, and therefore a very little care and 
rudence may fecure you from thofe defigns 
which I fear he has formed. 

Lord Orville appears to be of a better 
order of beings. His {fpirited conduct to 
the meanly impertinent Lovel, and his an- 
xiety for you after the opera, prove him to 
be a man of fenfe and of feeling. Doubtlefs 
hethought there was much reafon to trem- 
ble for your fafety, while expofed to the 
power of Sir Clement; and he acted with 
a regard to real honour, that will always 
incline me to think well of him, in fo 1m- 
mediately acquainting the Murvan family 
with your fituation. Many men of this 
ace, from a falfe and pretended delicacy to 
a friend, would have quietly purfued their 
own affairs, and thought it more honour- 
able to leave an unfuipecting young crea- 
ture to the mercy of a libertine, than to 
rifk his difpleafure by taking meafures for 
her fecurity. 

Your evident concern at leaving Lon- 
don, is very natural ; and yet 1t afflicts me. 
[ever dreaded your being too much pleated 


with a life of difipation, which youth and 
9; and I al- 


vivacity render but too alluring ; 
moft regret the confent for your journey, 
which I had not the refolution to withhold. 


Alas, 
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Alas, my child, the artleffnefs of your 
nature, and the fimplicity of your educa- 
tion, alike unfit you for the thorny paths 
of thegzreat and bufy world. The fuppofed 
obfcurity of your birth and fituation, makes 
you liable to a thoufand difagreeable ad- 
ventures. Not only my views, but my 
hopes for your future life, have ever cen- 
tered in the country. Shall I own to you, 
that, however I may differ from Captain 
Mirvan in other refpects, yet my opinion 
of the town, its manners, inhabitants, and 
diverfions, is much upon a level with his 
own? Indeed it is the general harbour of 
fraud and of folly, of duplicity and of im- 
pertinence; and! with few things more fer- 
vently, than that you may have taken a 
lafting leave of it. 

Remember, however, that I only {peak 
in regard toa public and diffipated life; in 
private families, we may doubtlefs find as 
much goodnefs, honefty, and virtue, in 
London as in the country. 

If contented with a retired ftation, I full 
hope I fhall live to fee my Evelina the 
ornament of her neighbourhood, and the 
pride and delight of her family: giving 
and receiving joy from fuch fociety as may 
beft deferve her affection, and employing 
herfelf in fuch ufeful and innocent occupa- 
tions as may fecure and merit the tendereft 
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love of her friends, and the worthieft fatif- 
faction of her own heart. 

Such are my hopes, and fuch have been 
“my expectations. Difappoint them not, my 
beloved child, but chear me with a few lines, 
that may affure me, this one fhort fortnight 
fpent in town, has not undone the work of 


feventeen years fpent in the country. 
ARTHUR VILLARS. 





i fsb FER XXV. 
Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, April 25. 


O, my dear Sir, no; the work of fever- 

teen years remains fuch as it was, ever 

unworthy your time and your labour, but 

not more fo now,—at leaft I hope not, 

than before that fortnight which has to 
much alarmed you. 

And yet, I muft confefs, that I am not 
half fo happy here at prefent, as I was ere 
I went to town: but the change is in the 
slace, not in me. Captain Mirvan and 
Madame Duval have ruined Howard Grove. 
The harmony that reigned here, is difturb- 
ed, our fchemes are broken, our way of 


life is altered, and our comfort is Beeoged 
ut 
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But do not fuppofe London to be the fource 
of thefe evils; for, had our excurfion been 
any where elfe, fo difa 1ereeable an addition 
to our houfhoeld, mutt have caufed the fame 
change at our return. 

I was fure you would be difpleafed with 
Sir Clement Willoughby, and therefore I 
am by no means furprifed at what you fay 
of him: but for Lord Orville—I mutt 
own I had greatly feared, that my weak and 
imperfect « xccount would not have procured 
him the good opinion which he fo well de- 
ferves, and which I am delighted to find 
you feem to have of him. O Sir, could I 
have done jutftice to the merit of which I. 
believe him poficfled,—could I have paint- 
ed him to yeu fuch as he appeared to me,—= 
then, indeed, you would have had fome idea 
of the elaion which he has to your appro- 
bation ! 

After the laft letter which I wrote in 
town, nothing more pafied previous to our 
journey hither, except a very vi0 olent quar- 
rel between Captain Mirvan and Madame 
Duval. As the Captain intended to travel 
on horfeback, he had fettled that we four 
females fiould make ufe of his coach. Ma- 
dame Duval did not come to Queen-Ann- 
ftreet, tilk the carriage had waited fome 
time at the door, and then, attended by 
Monfieur 
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Monfieur Du Bois, fhe made her appear- 
ance, 

The. Captain, impatient to be gone, 
would not fuffer them to enter the houfe; 
but infifted that we fhould immediately get 
into the coach. We obeyed; but were no 
fooner feated, than Madame Duyal faid, 
“* Come, Monfieur Du Bois, thefe girls can 
make very good room for you ; fit clofer, 
children.” 

Mrs, Mirvan looked quite confounded, 
nd M. Du Bois, after making fome apolo- 
ojes about crowding us, actually got into 


5 


he coach, on the fide with Mifs Mirvan 
and me. But no fooner was he feated, than 
the Captain, who had obferved this tran{- 
action very quietly, walked up to the coach- 
door, faying, ‘* What, neither with your 
leave, nor by your leave ©” 

M. Du Bois feemed rather fhocked, and 
began to make abundance of excufes ; but 
the Captain neither underftood nor regarded 
him, and, very roughly, faid, “ Look’ee, 
Monjfeer, this here may be a French fa- 
fhion, for aught I know but Give and 
Take is fair in all nations; and fo now, 
d’ye fee, Pl make bold to fhew you an 
Englifh one.” : 

And then, feizing his wrift, he made him 
jump out of the coach. 


M. Du Bois inftantly put his hand apes 
us 
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his fword, and threatened to refent this in- 
dignity.. The Captain, holding up his 
ftick, bid him draw at his peril. Mrs, 
Mirvan, greatly alarmed, got out of the 
coach, and, ftanding between them, entreat- 
ed her hufband to re-enter the houfe. 

None of your clack!” cried he, an- 
erily, “ what the D—Il, do you fuppofe I 
can’t manage a Frenchman ?” 

Mean time, Madame Duval called out 
to M. Du Bois, “* Eh, laiffez-le, mon ami, ne 
le corrigez pas, Ceft un vilain béte qui n'en 
vaut pas la per ne. 

© Monfieur le Capitaine,” cried M. Du Bois, 
voulez-vous bien me demander pardon ?” 

‘** Oho, you demand pardon; do you?” 
{aid the Captain, “ I thought as much; } 
thought you’d come to;——{fo you have loft 
your relifh for an E nelith falutation, have 
you ?” ftrutting up to him with looks of 
defiance, 

A crowd was now gathering, and Mrs, 
Mirvan again befought her hufband to go 
into the houfe. 

Why what a plague is the woman 
afraid of ? —— did you ever know a French- 
man that could not take an affront r—I 
warrant, Mon/feer knows what he is about; 
don’t you, Monfeer 2” 

M. Du Bois, not underftanding him, only 
faid, °° plait-il, Monfieur 2”. 
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No, 
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No, nor di/b me, neitl er,” an{wered 


the Captain ; “Sage but be th at as lt may, W nat 


lignifies our parleying here? If you’ve any 
thing to propofe, {peak at once; if not, 

why ‘Jet us ©0 ON our journey without more 
ado.” 

*’ Parbleu, je nentends rien, moi!” cried 
M. Du Bois, fhrugging his fhoulders, and 
looking very difmal. 

Mrs. Mirvan then advanced to him, and 
faid, in French, that fhe was fure the Cap- 
tain had not any intention to affront him, 
and begged he would defilt from a difpute 
which could only be productive of mutual 
mifunderftanding, as neither of them knew 
the language of the other. 

This fenfible remonftrance had the defired 
effect, and M. Du Bois, making a bow to 
every one, except the Captain, sn wifely 
gave up the point, and took leave 

We then hoped to proceed quietly on our 
journey ; but the turbulent Captain « vould 
not yet permit us: he approached Mi adame 
Duval with an exulting air, and faid, “ Why 
how’s this, Madam ? what, has your « chan: 
pion deferted you? why I thought you 
told me, that you old gentlewomen had 
it all your own way, among them French 
{parks ? | 

‘As to that, Sir,”? anfwered fhe, “ it’s 
not of no confequence what you thought ; 
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for a perfon who can behave in fuch a low 
way, may think what he pleafes for me, for 
I fha’n’t mind.” 

* Why, then, Miftrefs, fince you mutt 
needs make fo tree,” ¢ cried NG, " Pp leafe to 
tell me the reafon why you took the liberty 
for to afk any of your followers into my 
coach, without my leave? Aniwer me to 
that.” 

Why th 1en, pray, Sir,” returned the, 

tell me the reafon ‘why you took the h- 
berty to treat the gentleman in fuch a une 
polite way, as to take and pull him neck 
and heels out? I’m fure he had n’t done 
nothing to affront you, nor nobody elfe; 
and I don’t know what ereat hurt he would 
have done you, by juft fitting ftill in the 
coach ; he would not have eat it.” 

What, do you think, then, that my 
horfes have nothing to do, but to carry 
about your fniveling Frenchmen? If you 
do, Madam, I muft make bold to tell you, 
you are out, for I'll fee °em hanged firft.” 

‘ More brute you, then! for they” ve ne- 
ver carried nobody half fo good.” 

*" Why, look’ee, Madam, if you muft 
needs provoxe me, I'l] tell you a piece of 
my mind; you mutt. know, I can fee as far 
Into a mill-ftone as snahee man; and fo, 
if you thought for to fob me off with one 
of your {mirking French puppies for a fon- 
in-law, 
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in-law, why you'll find yourfelf in a hobble, 
that’s all.” 

cfc ao rg = 

Sir, you’re a —== but I won’t fay 
what ;——but, I proteft, I had n’r no fuch a 
thought, no more had n’t Monfieur Du 
Bois,” 

*’ My dear,” faid Mrs. Mirvan, “ we 
fhall be very late.” 

““ Well, well,” anfwered he, “ get away 
then ; off with you, as faft as you can, it’s 
high time. As to Molly, fhe’s fine lady 
enough in all confcience; I want none of 
your French chaps to make her worfe.” 

And fo faying, he mounted his horfe, and 
we drove off. And I could not but think 
with regret of the different feelings we ex- 
perienced upon leaving London, to what 
had belonged ‘to our entering it ! 

During the journey, Madame Duval was 
fo very violent againft the Captain, that fhe 
obliged Mrs. Mirvan to tell ‘her, that, when 
in her prefence, fhe muft beg her to chute 
fome other fubjeét of difcourfe. 

We had a moft affeétionate reception 
from Lady Howard, whofe kindnefs and 
hofpitality cannot fail of making every body 
happy, who is difpofed fo to be. 

Adieu, my deareft Sir. I hope, though 
[ have hitherto neglected to mention it, that 
you have always remembered me to whoever 
has made any.enquiry concerning me. 


LETTER 
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Howard Grove, April 27, 


MY dear Sir, I now write in the great- 

eft uneafinef 3 Madame Duval has 
made a propofal which terrifies me to i 
and which was as unexpected, as it is fhoc 
ing. 

‘She had been employed for fome hours 
this afternoon in reading letters from Lon- 
don, and, juft about tea-time, fhe fent for 
me into her room, and faid, wah a look of 
reat fatisfaction, *° Come here, child, I’ve 
got fome very ¢ sood news to.tell you: fome- 
thing that will furpr ife you, Vi give you my 
word, for you ha’n’t.no notion of it.’ 

I begged her to explait no herfelf; and 
then, in ‘terms which I cannot repeat, fhe 
faid the had been confider ing what a fhame 
it was, to fee me fuch .a poor country, 
fhame- faced thing; when I ought to be.a 
fine lady ; and that fhe had long, and upon 
feveral occafions, blufhed for me, though 
fhe muft own the fault was none of mine: 
for nothing better could be expected from 
a girl who had been fo immured. How- 
ever, fhe affured me fhe had, at length, hit 
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upon a plan, which would make quite an- 
other creature of me. 

I waited, without much impatience, to 
hear what this preface led to; but I was 
{oon awakened to more lively fenfations, 
when fhe acquainted me, that her intention 
was to prove my birthright, and to claim, 
by law, the inheritance of my real family ! 

It would be impoffible for me to exprefs 
my extreme confternation, when fhe thus 
unfolded her fcheme. My furprife and ter- 
ror were equally great. I could fay no- 
thing ; I. heard her with a filence which I 
had not the power to break. 

She then expatiated very warmly upon 
the advantages | fhould reap from her plan ; 
talked ina high ftyle of my future grandeur; 
affured me how heartily | fhould defpife al- 
moft every body and every thing I had hi- 
therto feen; predicted my marrying into 
fome family of the firft rank in the king- 
dom; and, finally, faid I fhould fpend a 
few months in Paris, where my education 
and manners might receive their laft polifh, 

She enlarged alfo upon the delight fhe 
fhould have, in common with myfelf, from 
mortifying the pride of certain people, and 
fhewing them, that fhe was not to be flight- 
ed with impunity. ; | 

In the midf of this difcourfe, I was re- 


lieved by a fummons to tea. Madame gest 
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val was in creat fpirits; but Ny emotion 


= |i was too painful for concealment, and every 
iE: 4 body enquired into the caufe. I would fain 
2 have waved the fubjeét, but Madame Duval 

was determined to make it public. She 


told them, that fhe had it in her head to 
make fomething of me, and that they fhould 
foon’call me by another name than that of 
Anville, and yet that fhe was not going to 
have the child married, neither. 

J could not endure to hear her proceed, 
and was going to leave the room; which, 
when Lady Howard perceived, fhe begged 
Madame Duval would defer her intelligence 
to fome other opportunity ; but fhe was fo 
eager to communicate her fcheme, that fhe 
could bear no delay, and therefore they fuf- 
fered me to go, without oppofition. In- 
deed, whenever my fituation or affairs are 
mentioned by Madame Duval, fhe fpeaks of 
them with fuch bluntnefs and feverity, that 
I cannot be enjoined a tafk more cruel than 
to hear her. 

I was afterwards acquainted with fome 
particulars of the converfation by Mifs Mir- 
van, who told me that Madame Duval in- 
formed them of her plan with the utmott 
complacency, and feemed to think herfelf 
very fortunate in having fuggefted it; but 
foon after, fhe accidentally betrayed, that 
fhe had= been inftigated to the fcheme by 


her 
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her relations the Branghtons, whofe letters, 
which fhe received to-day, firft mentioned 
the propofal. She declared that the would 
have nothing to do with any round-about 
ways, but go openly and inftantly to law, in 
order to prove my birth, real name, and 
title to the eftate of my anceftors. 

How impertinent and officious, in thefe 
Branghtons, to interfere thus in my con- 
cerns! You can hardly imagine what a 
difturbance this plan has made in the fa- 
mily. ‘he Captain, without enquiring into 
any particulars of the affair, has perempto- 
rily declared himfelf againft it, merely be- 
caufe it has been propofed by Madame 
Duval, and they have battled the point 
together with great violence. Mrs. Mir- 
van fays fhe will not even think, till fhe 
hears your opinion. But Lady Howard, 
to my great furprife, openly avows her ap- 
probation of Madame Duval’s intention: 
however, fhe will write her reafons and fen- 
timents upon the fubject to you herfelf. _ 

As to Mifs Mirvan, fhe is my fecond felf, 
and neither hopes nor fears but as I do. 
And as to me,—I know not what to fay, 
nor even what to wifh; I have often thought 
my fate peculiarly cruel, to have but one 
parent, and from that one to be banifhed 
for ever ;—while, on the other fide, I have 


but too well known and felt the propriety 
of 
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of the feparation. And yet, you may much 
ie better imagine than I can exprefs, the in- 
a 4 ternal anguifh which fometimes opprefies 
my heart, when I reflect upon the ftrange 
indifferency, that muft occafion a_ father 
never to make the leaft enquiry. after the 
health, the welfare, or even the life of his 
child ! : | 
O Sir, to me, the lofs is nothing |—oreat- | 
ly, fweetly, and moft benevolently have | 
you guarded me from feeling it ;——but for 
bim, 1 grieve indeed t—J muft be diveited, 
not merely of all filial piety, but of all hu- 
manity, could I ever think upon this fub- 
ject, and not be wounded to the foul. 
Again I muft repeat, 1 know not what 
to wifh: think for me, therefore, my deareft. iy, 
Sir, and fuffer my doubting mind, that, 
knows not which way to direct its hopes, 
to be guided by*your wifdom and unelring ,,, 
countel. 
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rior to being governed by prejudices, or to 


oppofing any important cauie on account of 
a few difagreeable attendant circumftances. 

Your lovely charge, now firft entering 
snto life, has merit which ought not to be 
buried in obfcurity. She feems born for 
an ornament to the world. Nature has 
been bountiful to her of whatever fhe had 
to beftow; and the peculiar attention you 
have given to Ler education, has formed 
her mind to a degree of excellence, that, 1n 
one fo young, | have fcarce ever feen equal- 
led. Fortune, alone, has hitherto been {par- 
ing of her gifts ; and fhe, too, now opens 
the way which leads to all that is left to wilh 
for her. 

What your reafons may have been, my 
good Sir, for fo carefully concealing the 
birth, name, and pretenfions of this amiable 
girl, and forbearing to make any claim 
upon Sir John Belmont, I am totally a 
ftranger to; but, without knowing, I re- 
fpect them, f-om the high opinion I have 
of your character and judgment: but I 
hope they are not infuperable; for I cannot 
but think, that it was never defigned, for 
one who feems meant to grace the world, to 
have her life devoted to retirement. 

Surely Sir John Belmont, wretch as he 
has fhewn himfelf, could never fee his ac- 


complifhed daughter, and not be proud to 
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Own her, and eager to fecure her the inhe- 
ritance of his fortune. The admiration 
fhe met with in town, though merely the 
effect of her external attractions, was fuch, 
that Mrs. Mirvan affures me, fhe would 
have had the moft fplendid offers, had there 
not feemed to be fome myftery in regard 
to her birth, which, the was well informed, 
was afliduoufly, though vainly, endeavoured 
to be difcovered. 

Can it be right, my dear Sir, that this 
promifing young creature fhould be de- 
prived of the fortune, and rank of life, to 
which fhe is lawfully entitled, and which 
you have prepared her to {upport and to 
ule fo nobly ? To defpife riches, may, in- 
deed, be philofophic, but to difpenfe them 
worthily, mutt furely be more beneficial to 
mankind. 

Perhaps a few years, or, indeed, a much 
fhorter time, may make this {cheme Imprace 
ticable: Sir John, though yet young, leads 
a life too diffipated for long-duration ; and, 
when too late, we may regret that fome- 
thing was not fooner done; for it will be 
hext to impoffible, after he is gone, to fet- 
tle or prove any thine with his heirs and 
executors. 

Pardon the earneftnefs with which I write 
my fenfe of this affair; but your charming 
ward has made me fo warmly her friend, 
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; ortance to her future lire. 
Adieu, my dear Sir;—lend me { 
an anfwer to this remonftrance, and believe 
me to be, &c. 

M. HowArbD. 
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Berry Hill, May z, 


47 O UR letter, a has opened a 

‘ 0 € anxiety. to which I loo ok 

“Or : with yreadyend wh ich to fee clofe af 

pect. T am unwilling to 
pinion to that of your Lady - 

Yr sane d. can I, but by arg 


S 
which, I believe, ‘ will rather rank mie as a 
hermit, 1gnorant of the world, and fit o! nly 
for my cell, than as a proper g uardian, in 
an age fuch as this, for an acc omplifhed 
young woman. yet, thus cailed upon, it 
behoves me to explain, and endeavour to 


nate reafons by which I have been 
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and the villainy of Sir John Belmont,—was 
once, what her x daught er 1s now, the beft 
beloved of my heart; and her memory, fo 
long as my own holds, I fhall love, mourn, 
and honour! On the fatal day that her 
gentle foul left its manfion, and not many 
hours ere fhe ceafed to breathe, I lolemnly 


lighte d my fa } ith 5 T hat k eT child Ft liv ed, 
foould know no fa ber but my) Rif, 0 r her ac 
knowledged bufband. 

isc: cannot, - sa sage fu ippofe that [I 
found much difficulty in adheri ng to this 


promife, and Ebibencianl to make any claim 
upon Sir John Belmont. Could I feel an 
affection the moft paternal for this poor 
{ufferer, and not abominate her deftroyer ? 
Could [ wifh to deliver to 4im, who had fo 
bafely betrayed the mother, the helplefs and 
innocent offspring, who, born in fo much 
forrow, feemed entitled to all the compaf- 
fionate tendernefs of pity ? 

For many years, the mame alone of that 
man, accidentally fpoken in my hearing 
almoft divefted me of my chriftianity, and 
fcarce could I forbear to execrate him. 
Yet I fought not, neither did I defire, to 
deprive him of his chil d, had he, with 
any appearance of contrition, or, indeed, 
of humanity, endeavoured to become lefs 
unworthy fuch a blefiing ;—but he is a 
ftranger to all parental feelings, and has, 
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with a favace infenfibility, forborne to en- 
quire eve “into the exiftence of this {weet 
orphan, though the fituation of his injured 
wise was but too well known to him. 

You wifh to be acquainted with my in- 
tentionst—I1. muft acknowledge, they were 
fuch as I now perceive would not be ho- 
noured with your Ladyfhip’s approbation : 
i have fometimes thought of 


for thoveh | 


prefenting Evelina to her father, and de- 
manding the juitice which 1s her due, yet, 


at other times, I have both difdained and 
feared the application ; difdained, left it 
thould be refuted, and feared, left it fhould 
he arrenrec | 

oss GALLO pPrerenu . 
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Lady B ly perfuaded 
of her approaching diffolution, frequently 
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and earneftly befought me, that if her in- 
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fant was a female, | would not abandon 
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her to the direétion of a man fo wholly un- 


fit to take the charge of her education ; but, 
fhould fhe be importunately demanded, that 
I would’ retire with her abroad, and care= 
fully conceal her from. Sir John, till fome 
apparent change in his fentiments and con- 
duct fhould announce him lels improper 
for fuch a truft. And often would fhe fay, 
“* Should the poor babe have any feelings 
correfpondent with its mother’ss it will have 
no want, while under your protection.” 
Alas! fhe had no fooner quitted it herfelf, 
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than fhe was plunged into a gulph of mifery, 
that {wallowed up her neal reputation, 
and life. 

Duri ing the childhood of Evelina, I fug- 
geited a thoufand plans: for the fecurity of 
her birth-right;—=b ut I as oftentimes re- 
jected them. I was ina perpetual conflict, 
between the defire that fhe fhould have 
juftice done her, and the apprehenfion that, 
while [ improved her fortune, I fhould en- 
danger her mind. However, as her cha- 
racter began to be formed, and her difpo- 
fition to be difplayed, my perple exity abated; 
the road before me teem ied lefs thorn y and 
intricate, and I thought I could perceive 
the right path from the : wrong : for, when | 
obferved the artlefs opennefs, the ingenuous 
fimplicity of her nature , when I faw that 
her guilelefs and innocent foul fancied all 
the world to be pure and difinterefted as her- 
felf, and that her heart was open to every 
impreffion with which love, pity, or art 

might affail it;—then did I flatter myfelf, 
sbiar to follow my own inclination, and to 
fecure her welfare, was the farne thing; 
fince, to expofe “oa to the fnares and dan- 
gers inevitably encircling a houfe of which 
the matter is wean. tae “and unprincipled, 
without the guidance of a mother, or any 
prudent and “fenfible female, feemed to me 
no leis than fuffering her to {tumble inte 
L 4 fome 
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meridian. My plan, therefore, was not 
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own, but to adopt her the heirefs of my 
Cnall.fortune, and to beftow her upon fome 
worthy man, with whom fhe mi ght | {pend 
her days in tranquil ote: chearfulnefs, and 
good-humour, untainted by vice, folly, or 
ambition. 

* much for the time paft. Such have 
been Pocus motives by which I have been go- 


Saas nd 1 hope they will be ‘lowed 
not merely to account for, but alfo to juftify, 
che conduct which has sailed from them. 


It now remains to {peak of the time to 
<eome. 


: : ag 
And here, indeed, I am fenfible of dif- 
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Sculties which [I almoft de [pair of fur- 
mountin g according to my Ww rifhes, I pay 
the nee eft deference to your Ladyfhip’s 
opinion, which it is extremely painful to 
me not to concur with; yet, Iam fo well 


acquainted with your ¢ coodnefs, that | pre- 
fume to hope it would not be abfolutely 
impoflible for me to offer fuch arguments 
as might lead you to think with me, that 
this young creature’s chance of happinels 
feems tefs. doubtful in retirement, than it 
would be in the 9 Bay and diffipat ted world: 
but why fhoul dl — x your Ladyfhip 
with réeafoning that can turn to fo little ac- 
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count? for, alas! what arouments, what 
perfuafions can I make ufe of, with any 
proipect of fuccefs, to fuch a woman as 
Madame Duval? Her charatter, and the 
violence of her difpofition, intim1 date ne 
from making the attempt: fhe is too igno- 


rant tor inftru ate too obftinate for en- 
treaty, and to < for reafon. 

I will not, herefors enter into a conteft 
¥ | N Cyan 
from which I have noting to expect but 
altercation and pertinence, As foon 


would I difcufs the effect of found with 
the deaf, or the nature of iol with the 
blind, as aim at illuminating with convic- 
tion a mind fo warped by prejudice, fo 
much the flave of unruly and illiberal paf- 
fions. Unuted as fhe is to controul, per- 
fuafion would but harden, and oppofi tion 


incenfe her. Iyield, therefore, to the ne- 


ceffity whi me comp els my reludtant ac cquiel- 
cence, and fhali now turn all my thoughts 
upon con! Tide ring of fuch methods for the 
conduéting this enterprize, as may be molt 
conducive to the haj pinefs of my child, and 
leaft liable to wound her fenfibility. 

The law-fuit, therefore, I wholly and 
abfolutely difapprove. 

Will you, my dear Madam, forgive the 
freedom of an cold man, if I own myfelf 
ereatly furprifed, that you. could, even 
for amoment, liften to a plan fo violent, 
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not weighed this Drpjees There was a 
time, indeed, when, to affert the innocence 
of Lady Belmont, fa to blazon to the 
world the wrongs, not guilt, by which fhe 
uffered, 1 pier, nay attel npted, a fimi- 
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Vi 


tardy refentment of Madame Duval! She 
was deaf to the voice of N ature, ee fhe 
has hearkened to ee of Ambition. 

Never can I confent to have this dear 
couche forward to the no- 
vorld by fuch a method; a 
ubject her to all the 
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method, Ww 


impertinence of cu riofity, the {neers of con- 
eeutes and the ftings of ridicule. And 


what P——the atta inment of wealth, W hich 
fhe does not want, ae th eratifi ication of 
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to appear againtt a father I—no, Madam, 
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old and infirm as Iam, I would even yet 
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ooner convey her myfelf to fame remote 
part of the world, though I were fure of 
dying in the expedition. 
Far different had been the motives which 
| have ftimulated her unha py mother 
ucl roce reding 3 « all her felicity in this 
world was irretrievably loft, her life was 
become 
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become a burthen to her, and her fair 
fame, which fhe had e early been taught to 
prize above all other thi nes, had received 
a mortal wound: therefore, to clear her 
own honour, and to fecure from blemith 
the birth of her child, was all the good 
which Fortune had referved herfelf the 
power of beftowing. But even this laft 
confolation was with-held from her! 

Let milder eicatetes be ie sit ; and— 
fince it muft be fo,—let application be 
made to Sir John Belmont ; but as to a 
law-fuit, I hope, upon this fubjea » never 
more to hear it mentioned. 

With Madame Duval, all pleas of de- 
licacy. would be ineffectual ; her fcheme 
muft be oppofed by arguments better fuited 
to her underftanding. I will not, therefore, 
talk of its impropriety, but endeavour to 
prove its inutility. Have the goodnefs, 
then, to tell her, that her own intentions 
would be fruftrated by her plan, fince, 
fhould the law-fuit be commenced, and 
even fhould the caufe be gained, Sir John 
Belmont would {till have it in his power, 
and, if irritated, no doubt in his inclina- 
tion, to cut off her grand-daughter with a 
fhilling. 

She cannot do better, herfelf, than to 
remain quiet and inactive in the affair: the 
long and mutual animofity between her and 
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me John, will make her interference me bag: 
¥* oduttive | té | it} aay 

p} LV of debates anc ji- W1ii. Neither 
would 1 have Evelina appear t till fum- 

Loh nad: And as to myfelf, I muft wi holly 
decline ating though 1 will, orn unwea- 


ried zeal, ‘ee all my Mowehts to giving 
counfel: but, n truth, I have neither in- 
clination nor iaities adequate to engaging 
perfonal ly Ww! ith this man. 

My opinion is, that he would pay more 
refpeét to a letter from Si ir Ladyfhip 
upon this fub yet, than from any other per- 
fon. I therefore advife and Me ype, that you 
will yourle felf take the trouble Of writing to 
him, in order to open the aff: te WwW hen 
he fhall be incl ned to fee Evel 1 have 
for him a pofthumous letter, aes his 


much- ial ladv left to be prefented to 
y 3 
him, if ever fuch a meeting fhould ‘ta ke 


place. 

The views of the Branghtons, in fug- 
gefting this icheme, are obviout ly interelt- 
ed; they hope, by fec uring to Evelina the 
fortune of her father, to induce Madame 
Duval to fettl her own upon themfelves. 
In this, however, they wot ild probably be 
eniftaken for little minds have ever a pro- 
penfity to beftow their wealth upon thofe 
who are already in affluence, and, there- 
fore, the Iefs her gr and- child requires her 
affiftance, the more gladly fhe will ive it. 
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{ have but one thine more to add, from 
which, however I can by no means re- 
cede : my word fo fole mnly given to Lady 
Belmont, that her chi — thoy oi never be 
owned but with herfelf, muft be inviolably 
adhered to. 

I am, dear Madam, with great refpect, 


Your Ladyfhip’s moft obedient fervant, 


ARTHUR VILLARS: 


$b Be RR. SA 
Mr. Villars to Evelina. 


Berry Hill,:May 2. 


OW fincerely do I fympathife in the 
: uneafinefs and concern which my be- 
loved Evelina has fo much reafon to feel ! 
The cruel fcheme in agitation 1s equally 
repugnant to my judgment and my incli- 
nation,—y et to oppofe it, feerns impracti- 
cable. To follow the‘dictates of my own 
heart, I fhould inftantly recall you -to my- 
felf, and never more confent to your being 
feparate: 1 from me;. but the manners and 
opinion of the world demand a different 
conduét. Hope, however, for the-beft, and 
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be fatisfied you fhall meet with no indig- 
nity ; if you are not received into your own 
family as you ought to be, and with the 
diftinétion that is your due, you fhall leave 
it for ever; and, once again reftored to my 
protection, fecure your own tranquillity, 
and make, as you: have hitherto done, all 
the happinefs of my life! 
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Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, May 6, 


FIE die is thrown, and I attend the 
event in trembling! Lady Howard 
has written to Paris, and fent her letter to 
town, to be forwarded in the ambaffador’s 
packet, and in lefs than a fortnight, there- 
fore, fhe expects an aniwer. O Sir, with 
what anxious impatience fhall I wait its ar- 
rival! upon it feems to depend the fate of 
my future life. My folicitude is fo great, 
and my fufpence fo painful, that 1 cannot 
re{t a moment in peace, or turn my thoughts 
into any other channel. 
Deeply interefted as I now am in the 
event, moft fincerely do I regret that the 
plan 
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plan was ever propofed: methinks it cannot 
end to my fatisfaction ; for either I muft be 
torn from the arms of my more than father, 
—or | muft have the mifery of being finally 
convinced, that I am cruelly rejected by 
him who has the natural claim to that dear 
title; a title, which to write, mention, or 
think of, fills my whole foul with filial ten- 
dernefs. 

The fubje&t is difcuffed here eternally. 
Captain Mirvan and Madame Duval, as 
ufual, quarrel whenever it 1s ftarted: but 
I am fo wholly engrofied by my own re- 
fiections, that I cannot even liften to them. 
My imagination changes the icene perpetu- 
ally: one moment, I am embraced by a 
kind and relenting parent, who takes me 
to that heart from which I have hitherto 
been banifhed, and fupplicates, through 
me, peace and forgiveneis from the afhes 
of my mother !—-at another, he regards 
me with deteftation, confiders me as the 
living image of an 1nj ured faint, and repulfes 
me with horror !—But I will not afflict you 
with the melancholy phantafms of my brain. 
I will endeavour to compofe my mind to 
a more tranquil ftate, and forbear to write 
again, till I» have, in fome meaiure, fuc- 
ceeded, 

May Heaven blefs you, my deareft mi 
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Lady Howard to Sir Fobn Belmont, Bari. 


Howard Grove, May 5. 
Sif, 
OU will, doubtlefs, be furprifed at 
receiving a letter from one who had 
for fo fhort “period the honour of your 
acquaintance, and that at fo great a diftance 
of time; but the motive which has induced 
me to take this liberty, is of fo ishicate a 
nature, that were I to commence makin 
apologies. for my offict ioufnefs, 1 fear my 
letter. would be too long for your pa- 
tience. 
You have, probably,. aiready conjectured 
the fubject upon which I mean to treat. 
My regard for Mr. Evelyn and ht s amiable 
daughter was well kn) wn to you: nor can 
I ever ceafe to be int refted in whatever be- 
longs to their memory or family. 
L muft own myfelf fomewhat diftreffed in 
"gohan 
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my 7 vritl ne; yet, asd think bee in affairs 
ind, franknefs is the firt tt reguifite 
to a cood underftanding anit yeen the parties 
concerned. I will neither torment you nor 
myfelf with punétilious ceremonies, but 
otgie? | : 1 openly to the bufi- 
nefs which occafions my giving you this 
trou ble. 

I prefume, Sir, it would be fuperfluous 
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to tell you, that your child refides {till in 
Dorferfhire, and is {till under the protection 
of the Revere od I V | e | 
fhe was born: for, though no. enquiries 
concerning her have re iched his ears, or 
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moft deferving, acc complifhed, at d amiable 
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attention and regard. You could not fee 
and know her, and remain unmoved by 
thofe fenfations of affection which belong 
to fo near and tender a relationfhip. She 
is the lovely refemblance of her lovely mo- 
ther;—pardon, Sir, the liberty [take in men- 
tioning that unfortunate lady, but | think it 
behoves me, upon this occafion, to fhew the 
efteem I felt for her ; allow me, therefore, to 
fay, and be not offended at my freedom, that 
the memory of that excellent lady has but 
too long remained under: the afperfions of 
calumny ; furely it is time to vindicate her 
fame !—and how can that be done in a 
manner more eligible, more orateful to her 
friends, or more honourable to yourfelf, 
than by openly receiving as your child, the 
daughter of the late Lady Belmont ? 

The venerable man who has had the care 
of her education, deferves your warmeft 
acknowledgements, for the unremitting pains 
he has taken, and -attention he has fhewn, 
in the difcharge of his truft. Indeed fhe 
has been peculiarly fortunate in meeting 
with fuch a friend and guardian: a more 
worthy man, or one whofe character feems 
nearer to perfection, does not exilt. 

Permit me to affure you, Sir, fhe will 
amply repay whatever regard and favour 
you may hereafter fhew her, by the com- 
fort and happinefs you cannot fail to find 
iQ 
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in her affection and duty. To be owned 
properly by you, is the firft with of her 
heart; and I am fure, that to merit your 
approbation will be the firft ftudy of her 
life. 

I fear that you will think this addrefs 
impertinent; but I muft reft upon the 
goodnefs of my intention to plead my ex- 
cuie, 

Iam, Sir, 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


| M. Howarp. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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